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OF 

TRAVEL IN EUROPE 



December \ 

I HAVE been for three op four days past en- 
gaged in examining the paintings in several of 
the palaces. In this employment I was accompanied 
by a M' Wilson — the young Scotch man whom I 
mentioned before as having seen at M^ Birds. He 
very obligingly acted as cicerone and being ac- 
quainted with every painting of merit in Genoa he 
acquitted himself very well. To enter into a detail of 
the many fine pieces I have seen would be iatiguing. 
Among the finest are a ifo/y Family by Reubens 
in the Palace of Giacomo Balbi — Diogenes look- 
ing for an honest man — Rape of the Sabines — 
Perseus with Medusa's head ^- Jezabel devourd by 
dogs — all four by Luca Giordano a painter of great 
merit (It is one of the peculiarities of this painter 
that he continually changes his style in his differ- 
ent paintings) Magdalene with a death's head by 
Guido ftcc Sec all in the same palace. In the palace 
of Marcdlino Durazzo is an exquisite painting of 
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2 G£NOA 

the Magdalene balhing the feet of our Saviovr by 
Paolo Veronese & in the same palace is a jremark- 
ably exact copy of it by another painter. The figure 
of the Magdalene b peculiarly fine & interesdi^ 

— to the left of our Saviour is an old man said to 
be the portrait of Paolo Veronese himself. 

The appartments in those palaces are superbly 
furnished — admifsion to them is very easy, as the 
fiimily generally reside in appartments lefs splendid 

— and only keep these for shew & company. You 
have but to knock at the hall door & mention that 
you wish to see the palace and one of the servants 
immediately attends you thro all the rooms hand- 
ing you a book in writing that mentions the jhc- 
tures & the names of the painters — you reward the 
serv* with a trifling present of .two or three livres. 

The other morning we breakfasted with Sig' 
John Carl di N^^ a gendeman of the Balbi femily . 
He has built himself a pretty little house on an emi- 
nence in the skirts of the City and keeps batchelors 
hall in a very elegant style. This house commands 
several beautiful views of the city — the Harbor 
& the adjacent country — and he has a very well 
arranged botanical garden around the house. The 
appartments of his house are painted & fitted up 
according to his own directions & with great taste. 
A frontroom that opens to the garden he has named 
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A GENTLEMAN OF GENOA 3 

the temple of Apollo from a fresco paindng of that 
ddty on the dding — He intends having the Muses 
painted on the walls and to reju'esait in them nine 
of die beUe$ of Genoa. 

This Gentleman talks English very well having 
been in London some time. He has a library of 
choice English authors. Among other accomplish- 
ments he has the singular one that I have often heard 
spoken of asbdng peculiar to the Italians. This is — 
of making ygtka extempore. Those gifted with this 
talent are termed Improvisitori. You appoint them 
any subject, either an annecdote in history or any 
{M^esent circumstances or object — such as a ladies 
eyes — a hand kerchief &c and they will imme- 
diately compose a number ofvoiKS on it. Very oftoi 
of much beauty & merit. 

December 
Tho' theCatholic religion has received a great shock 
in Grenoa ance the French have had polse&ion of 
it yet it still retains much of its former pomp & 
ceremony. There waie formeriy a vast number of 
convents in and about the City, most (^ which are 
stripped of thdr property — abandond by thar in- 
habitants and ruined by the mob. Some still exist, 
but are very poor and the Monks are reduced to 
beggary. Religious proceisions are not at present 
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frequent in the streets except on particular oc- 
casions but are duefly confined to the churches; 
as are likewise all their other religious ceremo- 
nies. A few mornings sance I attended Lady 
Shaftesbury Sc Lady Barbara to the Church of De 
Vigni to hear a grand concat that was to be given 
in honor of some saint. The church is one of the 
smaller ones of Genoa, but well built & beauti- 
fully ornamented with paintings gildings &c — it 
is hung with red & blue damask & the Marble pil- 
lars that support the roof are covered with the same. 
I was surprized to see a people of so much taste & 
judgment disguising the beauty of thdr church by 
such gaudy frippery ornaments. — The Orchestra 
was very numerous and the vocal parts chiefly per- 
formed by Amateurs. The church music of the 
Italians is peculiarly fine. It has a simplicity and 
Grandeur best calculated to produce the sublime in 
music — and well suited to the dignity of the place 
and the solemnity of the occasion. In the churches 
there are no fixed seats as in ours in America. 
Rush bottomd chairs are brought to you for the 
use of which you pay two or three sous. The 
church was very much crowded and the people 
huddled together as in a mob. You are continually 
jostled by people paising to & fix) who brush along 
without any ceremony. Above all the chief annoy- 
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ance is the swarm of beggars with which the 
churches are infested. You are afiailed by them in 
every direction and they are the most importunate 
I ever beheld. I have seen them attack an honest 
Catholic whUe at prayers and worry him for an half 
hour till his torpid charity was feirly forced to ex- 
ert itself. These miserable beings are seen wander- 
ing in every part of a church during ma& pre- 
senting the most loathesome objects — coverd with 
rags & filth. I have often mentioned the number of 
beggars in France but they are nothing to compare 
to the multitudes that swarm in Genoa — and yet 
I am told that in some other cities of Italy they 
are still more numerous. 

The demand upon your charity is incefsant in the 
streets of Genoa — nor will they take a denial tho 
often repeated but follow you for some time with 
their importunities^ Never have I seen such pictures 
of abject want & wretchednefs as I have witne&ed 
in this place. 

A few evenings ago I was in company with the 

Doge & cardinal at Madame Gabriacs. The 

evening afta* I was introduced to the former at his 
Lev€e by his Nephew Sig' John Baptista Serra. 
He is a small man of an ordinary countenance but 
extremely polite & affiible as is likewise lus lady. 
There were present at the Lev6e a number of the 
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Genoese nobility of both sexes — After the usual 
articles of omversation the company began to dis- 
appear except a few who remained to play cards. 

The ofiice of Doge has undergone much altera- 
tion since the revolution. He was formerly obliged 
to remain always at home during the two years he 
held his station excepting twice a year that he at- 
tended particular religious proceisions. At present he 
has ftiU liberty to go in or out whenever he pleases. 

Tho the Doge is the ostensible head of the Li- 
gurian government yet it is said he is completely 
governed by the M — ^r of F— ce who is both hated 
and feared throughout G^ioa. 

He is one of the miscreants that played a prin- 
cipal part in France during the rdgn of Terror, 
and gave the casting vote for the death of the King. 
He was the best friend that Bonaparte had in the 
commencement oi his career and was the penon 
that* first put him in command. He afterwards im- 
prisoned B for some circumstances which I 

have not leamd. 

It is said he is merely retained in fitvor by B 

thro fear and it is expected that he will one day or 
otha* meet with his deserts by his former Prot^. 

It is painful to witneis the deprelsed state of 
the Genoese Nobility. Deprived of thar titles and 
stripped of part of thdr fortunes they fear to shew 
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POLITICAL SITUATION 7 

out with what b left and endeavor to make as little 
display as polsible. They have no handsome car- 
riages — thdr servants are without livery and them- 
sdves drds as plainly as po&ble. The Genoese 
nobility have never been highly extolld for talents 
or information, the greater part of them may not 
perhaps deserve much eulogium but I have found 
among them several po&efsed of very superior abil- 
ity — particularly the Serra's of whom there are 
four brothers nephews of the present Doge, who 
are all men of brilliant talents — l^g' John Carl 
Di Negri a gentleman of very handsome poetical 
endowments & an In^^rovimUore & sevaid others 
men of taste & genius. 

The Italians are very fond of games of play, such 
as throwing the handkerchief — palsing the ring & 
forfeits. Thdr fiivorite one however is called Le 
Tableau (the Picture) . This requires a good mem- 
ory & much historical reading to play. One paw>n 
is sent out of the room the rest dispose themsdves 
in a group so as to represent some transaction in 
history such as the death of Cato — Rhemus sfadn 
by Romulus &c Sec. The poison is then called in 
and gu^ies what historical incident it is intended 
to represent. I have seen this played several times 
and very rarely have known the person to fidl in 
guefdng. 
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IM ^^gri was particulariy good at it and some- 
times even sung the subject in extempore verses 
said to be of much merit. 

This winter the Beau monde of Genoa seemed 
to have concdved a great penchant for private 
Theatrics. The dilletanti performances at Madame 
Brignoli['s] gave rise to this inclination. Her {»i- 
vate theatre b indeed fitted up with taste & managed 
very judiciously — the performances poisefs very 
considerable merit. Lady Shaflesbury had some 
jHivate performances at her house but they were 
intended chiefly as leisons to Lady Barbara. The 
performers were Lady Barbara & the Mifc Spino- 
la's— and some Italian Gentlemen. A large hall or 
saloon served for theatre and a skreen was placed 
at one end for the adtors to retire behind. Some few 
friends were Emitted as audience and as no great 
ceremony was observed, we had a great deal of 
sport & amusement. 

As soon as the piece was performed the com- 
•pany began their ^vorite plays — blind mans buff, 
forfeits &c and the evening pafsd off merrily. In- 
deed Lady S has the faculty of making all 

her visitors feel perfectly at home and banishing all 
disagreeable restraint. Her Lady^p is extremely 
afiable & good humourd and po&efsd of superior 
understanding. 
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Her chief attrition is directed towards farming 
the mind & manners <^ Lady Barbara and study- 
ing Italian. Lady Barbara is a very pretty giri of 
about fifteen and one of the best dispositioned I 
ever knew. Her temper appears never ruffled — 
and there b an artleis frankneis & simplicity in 
her that cannot fidl to charm — without unnece&ary 
pride or affectation tho enjoying all the advantages 
of fortune and poiae&kig superior accompli^- 

ments. Lord S amid all his excentridty evinces 

a good heart & friendly disposition. At times he 
displays much judgemoit & information in his con- 
versation tho often blended with singularity of 
manner. I was extremely delighted with this fimoily , 
from whom I received the most friendly & particu- 
lar attentions. Their house used to be one of my 
constant evening resorts as I was ever sure to find 

amusemeit there. A few days ago Lord S 

recdved news from England of the Death of his 
Mother, which put a stop for a while to all visit- 
ing at his house as they did not see any company for 
near a week. 

The news of the coronation of Bonaparte arrived 
lately at Genoa. The Gov^ have been sometime 
talking of giving a ball in compliment to that bene- 
fador of thdr country. This has been deferred re- 
peatedly and I was somewhat surprized at the delay 
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till I was told by Madame G a lady of Dis- 
tinction & friend of the Doge — that the Gov* was 
absolutely too poor to give a ball — ' ' and it would be 
a hard thing to have to run in debt " said she ^^m 
rejoicing at the succeis of the veiy ipan who has 
draind our purses." The French Minister intends 
giving a splendid ball on the occasion and indeed he 
can afford it as he takes cq^ to be well paid for all his 
public services. He is in feet a little tyrant in Genoa 
& no one dare displease him. A noble lady oi my 
acquaintance expreised great unwilHngnefstoattend 
his ball, "buf'saidshe, "I do not d^nerefose." 
As I have often Idsure time on hand I now & 
thai stroll into the churches to see the faces of the 
ladies & to see the church ceremonies performed. 
There is certainly something very solemn & impos- 
ing in the ceremonies of the Roman church. Un- 
willing as we may be to acknowledge it we cannot 
deny that forms & ceremonies have a great effect 
on the feelings in matters of religion. To enter a 
superb & solemnly constructed edifice 

Whose ancient fiillara rear their marble heads 
Tb bear aloft its archd and fiondrous roof 

gives us a dignified idea of the being to whose 
honor it is erected. Its long & dimly lighted aisles 
& vaulted chapels adomd with paintings all pointing 
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out some attribute or action of the Deity have an 
impre^ve aj^iearance while the gloomy grandeur 
of the whole inajMres us with reverence 8c respect. 

"Looking tranquility it atrikea an awe,** 

Then the sa*vice itself has such an air of pomp 8c 
sublimity that I always feel more fiUd with an ex- 
alted Idea of the Deity than at any otho* time. 

The superb altars magnificaitly decorated and 
illuminated — t];ie solemn movements of the priest 
and the humble prostration of the congregation, 
the full chant of the choir and the pealing soimd of 
the organ swelling thro the arched aisles and dying 
away in soft gradations, the incense arising in fra- 
grant columns before the grand altar as if ascending 
to the "heaven of heavens** a gratefiil offering of 
homage — has altogetho* an effect on my feelings 
irresistibly solemn. This perhaps b only an instance 
how eauly an imagination may be heated & led 
away by form and shew — but in matters of reli- 
gion I am convinced it is the part most vulnerable, 
and was I attempting to introduce a new doctrine 
I should addrefs my attempts chiefly against the 
imagination. 

The Ronum religion however multiplies its saints 
to sudi a degree that a poor Catholic I believe is 
oftai puzzled in his chmce which to apply to, to 
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pkad his cause at the high tribunal oi heaven. Sev- 
eral of them are of particular eminence the same 
as we have superior Lawyers who are generally 
applied to on great emergencies. Every day in the 
year is allotted to some particular Saint. This re- 
minds me of a story of an honest Scotchman who 
livd in a Catholic fiunily. He was told he must fiist 
the next day as it was All Stdntt day — to this 
he had no objection thinking jt. the least he could 
do (or so respectable an aisonblage. A few days 
afto* he was told he must &st i^;ain — ^^and wha 
for" cries he. " For S* Andrew ** was the answer. 
"Hoot awa naon" replies Sawney ''I fest for no 
S* Andrew — whey the de'il did he keep oot o* the 
way when I fitsted for a* the mdnU in a drove P " 

Since the revolution much more liberty & freedom 
has introduced itself into the customs & manners 
of the Genoese. They now permit their daughters 
to frequent balls and aisemblies a thing not known 
of before the revolution. Young ladies of respec- 
tability however are not permitted to walk out or 
visit without the company of their Father, Mother, 
gouvemante or some person of the kind and such 
a thing as a young gentleman gallanting a young 
lady along the street would be looked upon as ex- 
ceeding singular. A lady seen alone on the street 
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may safely be concluded to be married or to be a 
woman of loose character. 

I was talking' on this subject to a lady of my 
acquaintance and mentioning the difference of our 
manners in this respect — that our yoimg ladies 
walkd the streets entirely ak>ne or in the company of 
a young gentleman— -that they visited in the same 
manner — that young gentlemen attended them 
home in the evenings &c &c &c. She was exceed- 
ingly surprized but said ^'it was a mark of the 
simplicity & honesty of our manners but that it 
would never do in Italy & France in both which 
countries the ladies are kept under great restraint. ' ' 

This is the reason why the ladies are so happy 
to rush into matrimony without having any affec- 
tion for thdr husbands. They merely consider it as a 
privil^;ed state where they can indulge themselves 
with greater freedom. Thehusband (IE the Italian) 
pertiaps conscious of this becomes Jealous of his 
wife nor do they generally take much pains to hide 
this paftion when it enters into thdr bosom. The 
lady seeing they do not confide implicitly in her 
virtue thinks herself no longer bound in honor to 
obsore those vows which they will not give her the 
credit of having an inclinadon to keep sacred, & 
pertvips from this in some degree arises the no- 
torious unfidthfuhieis of Italian wives. 
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ll)eeember]2\ 
An American ship sailing from thb port for Mes- 
sina in Sicily I have oigaged paisage on her. By this 
means I shall avoid the neceisity of travelling thro 
Italy at this unpleasant season of the year particu- 
larly as travelling is much embarraised by the cor- 
dones (lines of troops) drawn in diffa'ent parts to 
prevent communication from infectious provinces. 
After making a hasty tour in Sicily I shall ax>is 
over to Naples. We were to have saild today but 
the wind is too violoit for the vefsel to warp out. 



[December] SS'* 
After having been detaind till today by a violent 
storm of wind & snow unconomonly sevo* for 
Genoa we set sail from Genoa at 2 oclock with a 
fine brisk gale. It was with the deepest regret I 
left this city where I had experienced so many at- 
taition% — where I had found a friend particularly 
^t^ar to^me and formed a number of most agreeable 
acquaintances — but this is the grand misfortune of 
travelling — no sooner have we become acquainted 
in any place and b^un to form an agreeable circle of 
friends — but we are obliged to tear ourselves away 
and again in a manner become alone in the world. 
I recaved the kindest wishes at parting together 
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with particular letters for diflerent parts of Italy 
for Sicily & Malta — with promises that more let- 
ters of introducdon for Italy should be sent after 
me to Naples. We pafsed out of the port with a 
noble wind. The city rapidly receded — Sestri and 
its environs — the haunt of many an happy hour 
broke upon my view and I remaind alternately gaz- 
ing upon Sestri & Genoa till they faded in the dis- 
tance and evening veild them even from the sight 
of the telescope. 

^^ Genoa figurd conspicuously in the time of the 
^^ Crusades and still bears the red crois as the arms & 
' ' standard of the Republic. It was then a powerful & 
^ important state and by diflerent means had gaind 
'^poisefsion of Majorca Minorca Sardinia Corsica 
'' Candia Malta Lisbon Smyrna in Asia Minor &c 
^^ Sccalso some placesof importance in the Black Sea 
'*& even the suburbs (!f Constantinople. Weakend 
' ' by fordgn colonies & conquests it had at length to 
'* surrender to Charles VI of France withinacentury 
^^ after it had made so formidable an appearance. 
^* It afterwards regained its liberty but again threw 
* * itself under protection of Lewis XII and Francis I . 
" Andrea Doria quitting the French service for 
^ ' that of the Emperor Charles 5 stipulated with that 
^* prince for the freedom of his country and gavesuch 
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^^lawsto his fellow dtizeiis as settled their freedom 
/'and strengthend their domestic & external secur- 
" ity " (abridged from Nugents observ : on Italy. ) 

The Genoese erected numerous monuments to the 
memory of this. Great & worthy man — of which 
I know but one remaining which represents lum 
in the character of Neptune in a fountain in the 
midst of the Doria Garden. The rest have been 
destroyed by the hands of the French. I had ob- 
served in different parts of Genoa over the doors 
of churches, gates &c several links of encHinous 
Iron chains hanging of which I was curious to know 
the ncieaning — I was told that in thdr wars with 
the Pisans (a long time unce) the Genoese fleet 
had anchored in the harbor of Pisa and the Pisans 
had made an iron chain of vast strei^^ & size 
which they stretched acrois the river & prevented 
the Genoese ather from getting to sea or recdving 
succor therefrom. In this unfortunate situation a 
blacksmith with great resolution undertoc^ to re- 
move the obstacle. He plunged in the river — swam 
under water & with great perseverance Cut thro the 
chain. The Fleet r^;aind the sea carried the chain in 
trium]^ to Genoa and hung it up in the places where 
it remains to this day. The blacksmith was asked 
what reccompence he demanded for so very impor- 
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unt a aervke. He rq^ed he hoped they would take 
off all tax upon coab — an act was immediately 
pafsed to that effect and still remains in force — a 
nng^lar instance of moderation in a person who 
hadit in his power to obtain a much ampler reward. 

While at Genoa they celebrated the anniversary 
of the day when in 1 746 the conmion pec^le of 
Genoa rose against the Austrians who held po&es- 
Mon of the City and drove them out of the walls. 
All Europe was struck with surinize & admiration 
at the boldneis & succefe oi the attempt, as the 
people were destitute of wariike instrumoits. 

The revolution was supp(Hted with equal energy 
and the public funds being inadequate to its sup- 
p(Mt the nobility themselves individuaUy contrib- 
uted to its maintenance according to their pecu- 
niary abilitieB. 

The state has the monopoly of bread at Genoa 
which is manufactured in a large building which 
contains a mill oven &c & every convenience for its 
manu&cture. From hence the bakers that vend it 
in difierent parts of the City repair to fetch it away 
in Large Baskets. I was likewise told the state mo- 
nopolizes the oil and wine which are kept in krge 
barks floating in a bason near the arsenal. 

There are but two or three galleys at present 
belonging to Genoa. The slaves are generally em- 
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ployed on shore. I have seen them frequently pafs- 
ing thro the street chained two and two. They look 
hearty & well nor is thdr ^tuation extremely hard. 

The Genoese were anciently renowned for their 
craftinefs and want of fidth — and the present gen- 
eration prove that they have inherited in these re- 
spects the qualities of their ancestors. It is a saying 
in Italy that ''It takes six Christians to cheat a Jew 
and six Jews to cheat a Genoese but a Genoese Jew 
is a match for the d — 1 himself! " 

The sumptuary kiws that formerly restricted the 
dreis of the people are no longer observed. The 
Genoese men are not however very remarkable for 
finery of drds. They follow the French fitshions par- . 
ticularly the women. There is one article of female 
drefs, however, which has been handed down from 
generation to generation and is still retaind by all 
ranks & fortunes — ^^this is a kind of veil formd of 
an oblong piece of lace cambrick, muslin or callico 
— which is thrown over the head and shoulders and 
falls down in front. A {M^etty woman in my opin- 
ion looks extremely well in this veil — I have seen 
a pair of languiriiing blue eyes from under one of 
them give the countenance all the air of a beautiful 
Madonna. 
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llkeember] 24*»» 
The fine breeze with which we set out died away 
towards evening and all night we had but a light 
zeph)«r, that hardly filld the sails. The ship has a 
convenient cabin having formerly^ been employed as 
a Charleston packet. Thpre are two or three pas- 
sei^;ers beside n>y self— Genoese captains who talk 
French vefy well and can give me informatioh in re- 
spect to every place we pais having been long en- 
gaged in the Melsina trade. They sleep in the steer- 
s' — so that I have the cabin to myself. The cap- 
tain is a worthy honest old gentleman who is always 
in good humor and strives to the utmost to render 
every thing agreeable. 

This morning we are quite becalmd. The 
weather is mild and delightful and the clouds of the 
late storm entirely disappeared. The Sun rise was 
peculiarly lovely. A few low morning clouds hung 
about the horison and were gradually lighted up 
with ruddy tinges. In a little time the sun emergd 
in full splendor from the ocean — his beams diffused 
a bteze of refulgence thro the clouds, of indiscrib- 
able richnefs — the curling tops of the waves seemed 
tip'd with gold — and the snowy summits of Cor« 
sica and the opposite Italian shore brightned with 
reflection of his rays. So enchanting a scene was suffi- 
cient to inspire the poet — nor do I wonder that this 



dbyGoogk 



30 GENOA TO MESSINA 

climate should have been particularly producdve of 
poetry & romance . Had those happy days continued 
when the Deities made themsdves visible to man 
and now and then payed Mm a iamiliar visit, we 
mig^t have been entertaind by the raree show of 
Neptune and Ampithrite and all their gay train of 
Noieids and Dol]^iins. Such a morning would have 
been a noble dme for them to have taken a drive 
round their dominions and seen if all was safe after 
the late st(H*my weather. But those days of romance 
are over. The Gods are tired of us heavy m<H*tals 
and no longer admit us to thdr intimacy. In these 
dull nuttier of fact days our cmly consolation is to 
wander about thdr once frequented haunts and en- 
deavor to make up by imagination the want of the 
reality. Thiere is a poetic charm (if I may so exju^ 
myself) that difuses itself over our ideas in consid- 
ering this part of the globe. We regard every thing 
with an enthusiastic eye — thru a romantic medium 
that gives an ittusive tinge to every object. Tis like 
beholding a delightful landscape from an eminence, 
in a beautiful sunset. A delicious mistineis is spread 
over the scene that softens the harshnefs of particu- 
lar objects — prevents our examining their forms 
too distinctly — a glow is thrown over the whole 
that by blending & softning and enriching — gives 
the kmdscape a mellownefs — a sweetneis — a love- 
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liiie& of coloring — not absolutely its own, but de- 
rired in a great measure from the illuave veil with 
which it b oerspread. I do not know whether I ex- 
pre& mysdf iitfdligibly . Those are soisations diflU 
cult to be explained — they are too exquisitely de- 
licious to bear a cool discription. 

1 Odock. We are within sight of Gorgona a 
small Island between CcHWca and the main Land. 
The wind has sprung up ahead and it is gradually 
clouding over threatening wet weather — Gorgona 
affords subsistence to a few fishermen & appears to 
be hardly anything but rock. 

iBeeember^ 25^ 
My opinicMi was rig^t, the weather thickend up be- 
fore daric and we have had rain all the night. The 
wind is still ahead & we have not yet made the island 
of Gorgona. So commences Chrisimai day with me. 
Seated in the cabin writing by the light of a can- 
dle with the wind the Rain & the sea makinga furi- 
ous noise without — and the honest captain snoring 
(M^etty neariy as k>ud in his berth at my elbow. How 
joyfiilly would I translate myself to New York and 
spend these hollidays among my friends. I hope 
however you may have a merry day of it and that 
in toasting distant fiiends my name may not be 
forgotten. 
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The weather held up before sunrise and has om- 
dnued dear & pleasant all day tho' it b still clouded 
over head. The wind remains ahead and our pro- 
greis is very inconsiderable. We have paised the 
Island of Gorgona and are near that of Capraia. 
It is like the former rodcy & barren being merely 
a place of residaice for fishermen and Padrone's 
of small craft that trade from Corsica to the Italian 
coast. This island f<H*merly belonged to the Tuscan 
Government but at present appertains to France 
and is part of the Department of Corsica. We are 
now opposite Leghorn but too &r distant to see the 
port. The mountains all along the Italian coast are 
coverd with snow and the sun shinii^ on thdr 
summits they make a glittering appearance while 
all the rest of the prospect is in shade. 

Head winds or calms are much more fittiguing 
when in sight of land than out at sea — as by the 
islands & mountains we percdve the extreme slow- 
nefs of our progreis. The ship is very comfortable 
but by no means a fiist sailer tho built exprefsly for 
a Chariestown packet. 

\IkMnibtr\ 26**» 
After a rainy night of head winds we find ourselves 
this morning, again abreast of the Island of Gor- 
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gona the ship having lost way by standing too long 
to Nmthward. The weather is orercast & rainy but 
miM & agreeable in other respects. 



[Ikeember] 28^ 
Baffing winds & calms have prevaild these two 
days and keep us bating about between the small 
islands & Corsica. The weather continues ovoxast & 
showery. The days are very short and at night we 
have to take in almost all the sails as the navigation 
is hazardous. We are now off the Island of Elba. 

This is an island extremely mountainous with 
very little ground for culture. It does not produce 
sufficient grain for the consumption of its inhab- 
itants but the wine is extremely good & goes to the 
Leghorn maricet. It b wlute wine. It also pro- 
duces salt. It is situated opposite Tuscany and sepe- 
rated therefrom by the streights of Piombino. It is 
in 42,deg. 50 min Latitude, of a triangular figure, 
& nearly 100 miles in circumference. 

The fruits of Elba are said to be excellent tho 
the sml b shallow. It pofiefses a valuable Iron mine 
that supplies all Italy with that Metal. On the west 
side is a high mountain called Delia Cakmita from 
the loadstone (in Italian calamita) which is fre- 
quently found in its neighborhood. This was first 
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discovered by a peasant who in walking found 
himself hdd by the heeb the loadstone attracting 
the hobnails in his ^loes. Some travellers have 
afserted that the attraction of the loadstone is felt at 
some distance from the island particularly in the 
Strdghts of Piombino where it deranges the Mari- 
ners compafs but I was aftured by the Genoese 
captains that were fellow paiaengers with me that 
this afaertion was unfounded. This Island was an- 
tiently called by the Greeks Aethalia & by the 
Romans Ilva. The principal town b Porto Ferraio 
handsomely built <mi a rock that forms the bottom 
of a terge drcuhr bay. It was antiently called 
Portus Argous — from Argos the ship of Jason. 
It was said that he paised in the Medditerranean 
& that Medea had occasion to view the enchantreis 
Circe — Homer says in his Oddeisy that Jupiter 
favord that celebrated ve&el and permitted it safely 
to pafs by Scylla & Charybdb (vide Swinburne) 
Virgil also mentions that Aeneas received a support 
from the Island of Ilva of 3000 men. 

Small as it is it was formerly divided between 
three nei^boring potentates Viz. the Prince of 
Piombino, the Grand Duke of Tuscany & the King 
of Naples but at present it appertains to France. 
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iDumfUfer] 29*^ 
Early this morning the wind sprung up at the 
North west the clouds had diiapeard and the Sun 
rise was clear & beautiful. Nothing can be more in- 
spiring than such weather after having had several 
days of calms head winds and rain. We at length 
effected what we had long been attempting — the 
clearing the isle of Elba, and are now paising be- 
tween it and the Island of Pianosa. 

The latter is a low flat island of about a league 
in extent — in Lat. 42.34, long 9.45 E. It was 
called by the Romans Planasia and is celebrated by 
the exile & death of Caesar Agrippa. Caesar was the 
son of Julia & Marcus Agrippa and grandson of 
Augustus — Julia bdng Augustus's daughter by his 
first wife Scribonia whom he afterwards repudiated. 
Livia the second wife of Augustus by her intrigues 
ruind Caesar in the affections of his grandfather who 
confiscated his estate and banished him to the Isle of 
Planaiua. About eight years after Augustus secretiy 
paid him a visit — which Livia hearing — dreaded 
that he would be recalW to prevent which she hastned 
the end of the old Emperor and sent a centurion to 
kill the young prince. The latter defended hintiself 
courageously and fell covered with wounds. 

Pianosa is uninhabited — it is cultivated by 
people from Elba who crofe over at the proper sea- 
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sons to sow and reap. It likewise serves as a shelter 
for small privateers that infest this ocean — who kf 
in wait here & sally out on veisels as they pais. 
These little privateers are of the kind termed 
Piearooru and are the xaost unprincipled in the 
world — plundmng from any nation — They are 
what may be termed the BanditH of the Ocean. 
One of the Genoese captains, who is very well in- 
formed and communicative, gave me several annec- 
dotes of their depredations and says they have been 
known to plunder ships — murder the crew & sink 
the vefsel to prevent discovery & punishment. He 
says the Algerines & Tripolitans are &r leis for- 
midable as they do not kill their prisoners unleis in 
case of resistance. The 

iDecember^ 30^ 
While I was writing yesterday the above about 
1 1 oclock I was interrupted by one of the Genoese 
[captains] who came into the cabin for the Spy glafs 
saying that there was a Sail in sight. I immedi- 
atdy went up on deck and saw a small ve&el com- 
ing off towards us from the Island. The Genoese 
Captain after regarding it thro the glais for a mo- 
ment turned pale and said it was one of those 
privateers he had been speaking of. A moment 
after she fired a gun upon which we hoisted the 
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American flag — anotha* gun was fired as a signal 
for us to bring to which we immediatdy complied 
with. 

The Genoese and the Captain Mate & mysdf 
went to work to conceal what money or trinkets 
we had. As to myself I had but a couple of Spanish 
Doubloons one of which I gave to the Cabin boy 
and the other to a little Genoese lad as I was con- 
fident they would not be searched. The privateer was 
quite small, hardly larger than one of our North 
River ferry boats — and had ladne sails. Two small 
guns in the bow was all her military equipments. 
As for us we had not even a ]»stol on board. They 
were under French colours and hailing us, ordered 
the Captain to come <mi board. 

He took the papers of the ship and went — after 
some time the boat returned with the captain, ac- 
companied by several of the privateers men, one 
of whom appeared to be an officer. He was a tall 
ragged fidlow with his shirt sleeves rdld up to his 
dbows displaying a moat formidably muscular pur 
of Arms. His crew would have shamed Falstaffe 
ragged regiment in their habilliments — in thdr 
countenances the lines of villainy & rapacity were 
strongly marked. They were armed with rusty 
cutla&es & stillettos (a kind of dagger) stuck in 
thar belts. The leader gave directions for shortai- 
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ing sail — and asked us several questkuis about 
where we were from — and where bound — & what 
was the cargo hoc. These we answered him by means 
of the Genoese captains & one of his own men who 
could talk a little English. He then demanded the 
pafsports & bills of health of the paisengers, and 
told me I must go aboard of the privateer with the 
captain — as the commander of the privateer could 
talk French and wanted to make some enquiries 
for which purpose I could serve as interpreter. I 
acoHxlingly {u^pared to go — the Genoese captain 
stopped me privatdy & with tears in his eyes 
begged me for heaven's sake not to leave the ship 
as he believed they only intoided to separate us all 
that they might cut our throats the more readily. I 
rejM^esented to him the impolicy of contradicting 
thdr orders as we were in thar power — besides 
that it was as ea^y for them to dispatch us on board 
the ship as it would be on board the privateer we 
having no arms. The poor man shook his head and 
said he hoped the Virgin would protect me. When 
•-we boarded the privateer I confeis my heart felt 
heavy enough — a more Villainous looking crew 
I never beheld. Thar dark complexions, rough 
beards and fierce black eyes scowling under enor- 
mous bushy eyebrows, were enough to insjMre dis- 
trust & apprehenfflon. They were as rudely ac- 
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coutred as their comerades that had boarded vys — 
and like them were armed with cutlafaes stillettos 
& pistols. They seemed to regard us with a malig- 
nant smile as if triumphing over thdr prey and 
leaning on one anothers shoulders muttered into 
each others ears looking at us all the while with a 
malicious half averted eye. The captain of the priva- 
teer read our paisports kc kc and told us he only 
wanted to see if we had the regular bills of health 
adding some confused story of his bmg stationed 
there to watch that no ve&els escaped from the 
Quarantine at Leghorn. After a while he told us we 
might return on board with which we cheerfiilly 
complied tho our pleasure was rather dampend 
when we found that he retained all our papers. On 
arriving on board we understood that they had 
been rummaging the ship and had ordered the two 
Anchors to be dropped. As soon as our sails were 
almost all in on a signal bang given the privateer 
fired a Gun gave three cheers and hoisted Engliah 
eokurt. The captain that was on board of us turned 
round with a grin said we was a good prize and 
that they were m the English service. We told 
him to reccollect that we were Americans. He re- 
plied it was all one to him — everything that came 
from Genoa was a good prize as the port was 
blockaded. We replied that he was mistaken, that 
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there had been no English velkels off Genoa for 
some months and consequently they could not pre* 
tend but that the blockade had ceased. He said we 
would find the contrary when we arrived at Malta 
where he intended to carry us. They then com- 
menced overhauling the ship in hopes of finding 
money. One of the first things they examined was 
my trunk and this the captain rummaged com- 
pletely but without finding anything that he cared 
for. He had one of his gang with him that under- 
stood English and they had nearly a couple of 
hours work in reading my papers as I had many 
letters fit)m my friends & letters of introduction 
(my letters of credit I had secured in my pocket) . 
Among others they found two letters of introduc- 
tion for Malta one to Sir Ball the Governor 

& another to a principal English merchant — after 
reading these they treated me with much more re- 
spect than before. The captain told me I might put 
my clothes in the Trunk i^;ain and see that there 
was nothing mifsing. I bundled them in cardeisly 
as I thought I should never wear them again — 
and locking the trunk offered the key to the cap- 
tain. He told me to keep it myself if he wanted my 
trunk opened vugam he would apply to me. His com- 
panion was tired of reading my letters as they were 
chiefly introductory ones — he turned to the other 
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and told him it was unprofitable work for he could 
find nothing in them but reconmiendationa — ^ ' £h • 
bien" replied the captain "I believe we may as 
weU leave this persons things alone for the present. 
There [is] nothing to be got by searching them c'e«^ 
un homme qui court tout le Monde (ds a man who 
is rambling all over the world) . " By this dme the 
Myrmidons up on deck had lost all padence and 
came into the cabin with an evident impadence to 
be let loose to pillage. The captaia gave them some 
order that I could not understand and immediately 
they went to work ransacking the whole Vefsel. 
They were extremely disappointed in finding there 
was so little cargo on board — the whole consbting 
in five or six pipes of Brandy, some few reams of 
writing paper a little Verdigrease & two boxes of 
Quicksilver. (The vefsel intends to take in a cargo 
of Wines at Mefsina.) 

The boxes of Quicksdlver they hoisted out of the 
run in triumph thinking they contained money. 
They disregarded our aisurances to the contrary and 
broke them open with the utmost eagemels but were 
extremely chagrind on discovering their contents. 

In searching the trunks of the Genoese captains 
one of them stole a watch and some wearing ap- 
parel, and they took likewise some trifling articles 
from the sailors. After I had locked up my trunk 
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I went up on deck and found the Genoese captain 
that I mentioned before in a great alarm. He siud 
the privateers men were drinking brandy and would 
get mtoxicated and then he did not know what 
would become of us. He a&ured me that he was 
convinced that they did not intend to carry us to 
Malta nor did he think they had any commifsion but 
that they were a set of pirates merely intent upon 
plunder. I was of the same opinion for amongst all 
the crew I did not perceive a single Englishman 
they consisting of Maltese Portuguese Ragusans, 
Italians kc, I was much diverted by a dialoguebe- 
tween one of our sailors and one of the ruilians that 
spoke English. The fellow asked the sailor why he 
looked so sulky at him. ^^ I suppose ' ' says he ^^ you 
think I want to do you harm" " Oh no" replies 
Jack "I dont fear any such thing — you cant do 
me any harm if you would my honest friend you 
can only take my life & that I dont care a chew of 
tobacco for " " I have no wish to take your life** 
says the other. " Oh ho — you havent — have you ? 
Here Tom, Jim " cried Jack calling hb meismates 
"just come & look what a moderate fellow here 
b — he dont wish to take my life — smite my tim- 
bers if you ant the most moderate rogue that ever 
I met unhung. ' * " Indeed * * answerd the other * ^ Ive 
no enmity against you but I'd rather any harm 
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should come to myself rather than you ' ' — ' ' I wish 
so too," says Jack "with all my heart — however 
if Gods willing I am content that you & your com- 
panions & captain may live all the days that the 
Gallows will spare you." The peculiar drollery of 
the sailors manner gave the highest point to his 
discourse — he b the wag of the crew and could not 
restrain his Jokes even when surrounded by a gang 
of cut throats. 

By this time the commander in chief had come 
off from the Island where I found there was a nest 
of these miscreants & that they had two or three 
ve&eLB. Our papers had to undergo anotha* ex- 
amination but I could percdve that they were con- 
vinced it was not politic for them to detain us. They 
therefore told us that tho we was a iatvjui prize yet 
they out of fiivor would permit us to proceed — 
that they wished to behave honorable always and do 
as little injury as pofsible. They only desired that 
we would spare them a little provisions as they were 
entirely out. We of course had to comply with this 
requeri and they took about half of the provisions 
we had on board, we having laid in just sufficient 
for our pafsi^ from Genoa to Malta. They like- 
wise took some articles of ship furniture Sec and 
then gave us a receipt for the provisions ordering 
the English consul at Malta to pay for them ! The 
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common fellows of the crew were highly emvged 
at not being allowd to pillage — they declared that 
it was a good {Mize, and shewed the most raven<tU8 
dispoution to plunder. At length about sundown 
they bid us adieu and to our great joy took their 
departure. What prevented them from pillagii^* 
I cannot imagine unleis it was the fear that ^e 
would inform some of our American frigates & 
that one should be sent in pursuit of them to de- 
stroy their nest. Having a fair wind we set sail in 
hopes of leaving this retreat of pirates bdiind — 
but the wind soon fell and we were becalmed almost 
the whole n^^ht. We had cmmdoable apprehen- 
sion that some of the gang would come off in the 
n^^ht and pay us another visit. I laid down in my 
clothes but my sleep was broken & disturbed with 
horrid dreams. The aisalsin like figures of the ruf- 
fians were continually before me & two or three 
times I started out of my berth with the idea that 
their stillettos were raised against my bosom — 
Early this morning a fair wind sprung up and we 
had the satisfaction of leaving the island fiu* bdiind 
us before sun rise. Had we been becalmd today in 
the neighborhood — it is most likely we should have 
enjoyed their company again. 

This morning we pafsed Monte Christo a small 
island or rather a hi^ rode that rises abruptly out 
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of the sea in a conical shape. It has a little ha*bage 
& shrubs in the crevices of the rocks & towards the 
summit which sustains numbers of Wild Goats. 
The people from Corsica often come here to hunt 
this animal. 

IDeeember] 3P* 
We have had our usual weather — head winds & 
calms for the last twenty four hours. We have how- 
eva*, cleared the small islands that were so trouble^ 
some, as we did not dare to carry sail at night. This 
part of the Mediterranean is what was called the 
JEhnrian or 7\/rrheman or Tuaean Sea. We have 
lost sight of the Corsican shore, which in fact we 
are anxious to avoid — as the Genoese captains say 
it is infested with pirates, the inhabitants being 
rude and hardly civilized. A Veisel that b becalmd 
in sight of the shore runs great risk of bong vis- 
ited by the fishermen who make no scruple of plun- 
dering where they can do it with a prospect of im- 
punity. 

January P% 1805 

FOR the first time in my life has a New Year 
opened upon me seperate from my &mily and 
friends. When I picture to myself the social festiv* 
ity that reigns among you on this day, the cheer- 
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Ailnds, the good humor k, hospitality that prevails 
through all ranks — how do I sigh at being unable 
to participate in those enjoyments, and feel an un- 
usual lonesomenels k, deprelsion of spirit. It is po*- 
haps wrong to yield to such emotions. My friends 
are all enjoying themselves and I should be pleased 
with the idea. They are happy — and surely I may 
flatter m3r8elf that in the midst of thdr hilarity they 
will bestow some thought on me, wonder where I 
am wandering or in what part of the world I am 
spending this festive day. It pa&es with me in much 
the same manner as Christmas — writing & reading 
in the Cabin. We have commenced the Year how- 
ever with a pleasant &vorable wind and our ship 
sails gaily before it. 

The Weather continues remarkably mikl. Tho 
it is now the middle of Winter I frequently get out 
of bed in the middle of the night and with no other 
covering but my great coat — walk the deck for an 
hour or more without feeling in the least d^;ree 
uncomfortable. We have no fire in the cabin nor 
have we felt any want of it. 



Friday morning^ January 4^ 
For the last forty eight hours we have had fine 
&vorable wind and spreading evoy sail have had a 
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charming run. This morning a little after ^nrise 
we dbne in sight of the Lipari Islands which now 
bearS.W.B.S. about 9 or ten leagues distant. 
Among the rest Strombolo b distinctly visible tho' 
we cannot yet decern the smoke from its crater. 



7 Oelock in the evening 
The day has been delightful and the breeze con- 
tinues wafting us pleasantly towards the ^'Sicilian 
shorn." By degrees the Lipari Islands became 
more visible Alicur was the first one we saw after 
which the other ones were soon in sight. They rise 
boldly out of the sea and to a considerable height. 
In the afternoon we could plainly see the smoke 
of Strombolo the crater being on the N. W. side of 
the mountain. 

Jlolus has certainly given us a most gracious 
reception into his dominions. The storms are pent 
up in their caverns and each unruly wind safe tied 
up in his respective leather bag, a pleasant breeze 
only is commifsioned to conduct us safely thro his 
£mpire and urge us to our destined port. The sun 
has descended in all the boasted fplendors of an 
Italian sky — the horizon brilliantly transparsnt 
with just clouds enough to receive his parting rays 
and enrich the prospect with a variety of colors. 
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The moon has hegvoi to acquire luster from his 
absence and being but two ni^ts old sheds it pak 
lig^t upon the waters — nowjcould any one wish a 
more delightful time to enter into the re^;icMis of 
.£olia? are not the vay weather k, prospect them* 
selves enough to enliven the imagination without 
the idea that one is pa&ing among the vay haunts 
of &bleand romandc fiction P Strombolo just begins 
to shew his fires. The explosions are sudden & of 
a short duration with an interval of fit>m ten min- 
utes to a half an hour. We are yet too distant for 
them to appear of much magnitude tho the light is 
very brilliant. 

Brydone mentions that when he saw the islands 
sevoal of them emitted fmoke particulariy Vol- 
cano & Volcanello. That is no longer the case, & 
Strombolo is the only one that emits either fmoke 
or fiame. The Geiloese captains inform me that in 
bad weather this volcano is particularly violent in 
its eruptiiMis continually casting up stones Sec with 
a great n<Hse — and that it makes a loud roaring 
when the fouth wind blows. It is a singular thing 
that this volcano should always emit its flames &c 
in sudden bursts or flashes, one would concdve that 
the inflanmiable matter collected in its bowels 
would burn steadily or if it really is sufficiently 
combuntible to take fire suddenly & flash, that it 
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wmild all go off in one explosion like a quantity 
of gunpowder. 

12 at night 
We have now got to the southward of Strombok) 
so that his crater is no longer visible being situated 
on the NW side & below the summit of the island. 
The explosions of this island did not answer the 
expectations I had formed from the discriptions 
given by Brydone & otho* travellers, either in their 
magnitude or the height to which they are thrown. 
But they vary according to the weather, and are 
sometimes formidable indeed. 

The island is high and rocky and shaped some- 
thing like a wedge. Tho th«« is not much ground 
on it capable of Cultivation yet it contains a number 
of Inhabitants, who chiefly reside in a snudl village 
on the lower part of the Island. The chief fruitsof the 
island are grapes and those not in great quantities. 

The largest and most fertile of these islands is 
Lipara — and here Virgil fixes the habitation of 
.£olus. His sway extended over all these islands 
which were called .£olia & feigned to be the em- 
pire of the winds. Both Virgil & Homer mention 
them xaore than once — the former if I reccoUect 
right, in the first part of the .£neid represents the 
winds as shut up in their Caverns round which they 
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roam in search of a vent, roaring & howling at thdr 
imprisonment. Thu fiible is evidently founded on 
the internal noise of these islands which antiently 
it is probable had each its proper crater. Homer for 
his part ties the winds up in leather bags or skins 
and says that, when Ulyfses visited .£olus in his 
donunions, as a great fiivor he made him a present 
of them. The curiosity of Ulyfses' companions, 
however, got the better of their prudence and they 
opened the bag to take a peak at thdr contents. 
The winds burst forth from their narrow prisons — 
a dreadful ftorm was the consequence and they paid 
for thdr temerity with their lives, being all ship- 
wrecked & drowned except Ulyftes who drifted thru 
the Straights of Mebina on a plank or mast. It was 
to these islands too, I believe, that Juno repaired to 
solicit .£olus for a storm that might destroy the fleet 
of .£neas — but happily the latter was protected 
from the effects of it by Venus. 

One of the Islands antiently called Hioa (at 
present Volcano) is also described by Virgil as one 
of Vulcans forges where he made the armoury of 
iEneas at the request [of] Venus, Here Virgil de- 
scribes the employment of the Cyclops somewhat 
minutely as being engaged forming a thunderbolt 
for Jupiter. Volcano is said to have been the pro- 
duction of a violent convulsion of the earth in the 
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time of the Roman Republic — indeed it is the opin- 
ion of many, and not without probability, that all 
these islands have been at first produced in a similar 
manner and afterwards encreased in size from the 
discharges of their own Craters. These islands ap- 
pertain to the King of Naples to whom they yield 
a considerable revenue producing abundance of 
alum, nitre, kc and excellent figs ndsans — currants 
& other fruits. They are celebrated for producing 
the rich sweet wine held in great estimation termed 
Malvasia. 

IJixnuary'] 5**» 
At daybreak this morning we found oursdves 
within a f<^w miles of the Straits of Meftina and 
near to the Calabrian coast. The Sun rise presented 
to us one of the most charming scenes I ever 
beheld. To our left extended the lofty-Calabrian 
mountains their summits still partially envdloped 
in the mists of morning and the sun having just 
risen fit>m behind them, breaking in ftill splendor 
from among the clouds. Behind us at a distance 
lay the Lipari islands and among them Strombolo 
vomiting up clouds of smoke. To our right Sicily 
rose gradually from the sea and swept up into ver- 
dant mountains skirted with delightful little plains 
in a high state of cultivation. 
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Immediately h^ore us was the cdebrated straight 
immortal in history & song. The whole country 
arround was verdant and blooming as if in the 
midst of Spring. Villages, seats and towns diver- 
sified the prospect forming a variety of picturesque 
objects. Our &vorable breeze still continued and 
we glided on gently to the mouth of the Strait. 
About a mik or perhaps a little more from the en* 
trance of the straits b situated Scyila the rode so 
celebrated in &ble and which both poets & histo- 
riens were antiently so fond of clothing with ima- 
ginary terrors. It is at the foot of one of the high 
Calabrian mountains and advances boldly into the 
sea having at some distance (at least from the points 
from whence I beheld it) something of the appear- 
ance of a large square tower. On topT>f it b a small 
fortreis and immediately behind it (tho on the same 
ridge) is built the town of Sdglio, which is the 
presoit name of the rock. 

In front of the rock at its foot I could perceive 
two or more smaller ones which reared their heads 
hig^ out of the water and appeared to be of a con- 
ical form. The whole is of a voy picturesque form 
and would be a charming subject for the pencil. 

The fiible of this rock is, briefly, that Scyila 
daughter of Phorcus, concaved a violent pafsion for 
Glaucus one of the Deities of the ocean ; whether 
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her affectioii was returned or nbt I caimiiot say — 
but Circe the enchantreis who also loved Glaucus, 
became jealous of her (some say she intreated Qrce 
to inspire Glaucus with a tendemefs for her) and 
exerted her spells over the fountain in which Scylla 
bathed — so that when she next entered it she was 
changed into a hideous monster, from her waist 
downwards like a dog. Struck with terror and dis* 
pair at her hcutible metamorphosis the Nymph 
threw herself into the sea where the poets say she 
remained the terror and peril of Mariners, and sur« 
rounded by dogs who kept up an incefinnt howl* 
ing and yelling. These dogs are doubtlefs the small 
rocks that I have mentioned as bdng at the foot 
of the large one, and thdr howling is the noise of 
the current from the straights that breaks & dashes 
against thdr bases. Thedanger that the antientsso 
often mention from Scylla was owing to the current 
setting upon it which might force the ve&d thither 
— thoat present there appears to be no danger. 

* As to the redoubtable gulph or whirlpool of Cha« 
rybdis we sailed thro the middle of it and so fiu* 
from beii^ swallowed up, I did not even feel any 
agitation of the veisel, it may be formidable at par* 
ticular times, but whai we paised it it was scarcely 

* This ii a mistake. Charybdii is situated in quite a different 
place. 
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anything more apparantly than a rippling of the 
aea. Periiaps Jupito* shewed particular fiivor to us 
as tokihme he did to the celebrated ship of Jason 
which the poets particularly mention, he suffierd to 
pals safely thro all the dangers of Scylla & Cha- 
rybdis. There must have been most catainly, in- 
finitely more danger attending those places antiently 
than at presoit, to occasion their being mentiond 
so repeatedly as b^g formidable & terrific. If, as 
many suppose, and I see no great reason to doubt 
Sicily & Calabria formerly joind and were seper- 
ated by a violent convuMon, undoubtedly the straits 
must have been fiir more narrow and the current 
more rapid. As to the Cakbrian shore it b bold 
and mountainous so that the sea has not probably 
gained much on that side and it remains in the 
same state as it was bnmediately after the supposed 
convulsion. The Sicilian shore on the contrary which 
b lower, may have gradually yielded to the sea and 
the straits widening the whirlpools & eddies that 
may have originally taken place fix>m the current 
bdng rapid & confined, have by d^;rees subsided 
as the latter gaind space. Thus Charybdb has 
dwindled away and ceased to be an object of terror 
while Sicily from the stability of the shore, remauis 
in its former state but from the practability of the 
entrance, is no longer difficult to be avoided. To 
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pa& Cbaiyb& you nvas formerly obliged to steer 
on the Calabrian side and consequently by Scylla to- 
wards which the current taided. This current as it is 
termed I believe is nothing more than a common 
tide. It runs northerly thro thestraights for sixhours 
& returns southerly for the lame length of time and 
like other tides seems to be regulated by the Moon. 
Opposite to Scylla on the Sicilian shore is Cape 
[blank'] formerly termed CapePylorus(or Pelorus) . 
Some ascribe the origin of this name to Pelorus 
Hannibals pilot whom he slew on suspicion of hav- 
ing wanted to betray him by bringing liim to a 
place where there was no paisage by which means 
he might be iurrounded by his enemies; but on 
finding too late his error he appeased the Manes of 
Pelorus by erecting a statue or monument to his 
memory. By others it is said to be named after 
the pilot of Ulyfses who was drowned here. At the 
point of the cape is situated the &nal or lighthouse 
— a singular looking building and apparently old. 
The Straight at this place is about a mile acrofs 
but immediately widens. Before we entered we saw 
Strombolo make a great explosion infinitely supe- 
rior to any that we saw last night. The smoke arose 
in a V9st {ullar to the clouds, and then spread in vol- 
umes around. This the Genoese captains told me 
was a sign that bad weather b at hand. 
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As we approached the entrance oi the straight! 
the prospect became more and more beautiful. 
Sicily presented a rich picture of cultivation & fer- 
tility and at a vast distance we could percdve JEXdml 
rearing itself fiu* above the other mountains — cov- 
&Kd with snow and the summit shrouded in thick 
clouds. Calabria has likewise an appearance the 
most luxurimt and picturesque. It is part of what 
was termed great Greece and was andently re- 
nowned for its abundance. But at present it is over- 
run with woods — its inhabitants miserable — op- 
preised, barbarous & indolent unwilling to cultivate 
the earth as they know its {Mxxiuce would be wrested 
from them and starve in a land that with a little in- 
dustry 8c attoiticm would flow with ^ ^milk 8c hcmey ' ' 

But what avails her uneschaiated /tores 
Her blooming mountains 1st her sunny shores 
With all the gifts that heaven ^ earth imfiart 
The smiles of nature ^ the charms of art 
While firoud ofifirefsion in her valleys reigns 
And tyranny uaurfts her hafifiy filains. 

Advancing on our course we opened a hill that had 
all along intercepted the view — and Mefsina, its 
castles forts and harbor broke upon our sight! 

This only was wanting to compleat the beauty 
of the scene — of all cities I have ever seen this in 
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my oimuoD is the moa^ charming to approach. 
It is built at the foot of the mountains in a half 
moon round one ude oi the harbor hcmg the east 
and some of the houses gradually rising on the 
ade of the mountain shew to great advantage. The 
churches, palaces, towers &c appear one above the 
other and many of them are handsome and of 
picturesque construction. On the summits of the 
heights arcmnd the city are situated forts, castles 
8c convents and the im>montory or Mole in front 
of the harbor is fortified by a noble citadel and 
several batteries. 

If you can figure to yourself the city with its 
beauty of situation and picturesque Architecture — 
its grand harbor — the straights that extend them- 
sdves before it and gradually widen into the ocean, 
^)eckled with numerous sails, the opposite Cala- 
brian coast, boldly rising into mountains clothed 
with wood and thdr bases adorned with smiling 
fields and villages, &c &c If , I say, you can figure 
to your imagination anything like the scene and 
over the whole cast the enlivening beams of the 
morning sun br^tening every object and dandi^ 
on the tremulous waves of the ocean you may then 
have some idea of the enchanting prospect that pre- 
sented itself as our ve&el ^^ im>udly riding oer her 
azure realm" advanced to the city. 
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Never perhaps did nature afsist more in form- 
ing a safe and beautiful harbor than at M^na. A 
narrow slip of land runs out from the foot of the 
mountain at the south end of the town and making 
a curve compleatlf encloses the harbor like a huge 
basin, leaving only an enterance from the north 
between the end of this slip or promintory and the 
main land. This neck of land has very much the 
shape of a Sidde, which was observed antiently by 
the Greeks, who called the place by that name 
(Zanele or sickle) . In thdr fables they rekte that 
the Sickle of Saturn (who when deposed by Jupi- 
ter, had fled into Italy 8c taught agriculture) fell at 
this place and formed this singular im>montory. 
It b well fortified by a strong citadel Sc several bat- 
teries, tho at present they are not well garrisoned. 
The harbor is as safe as a mill pond. The middle 
of it is extremely deep and requires a great length 
of Cable to anchor but near the key and the other 
borders it shallows to a very commodious depth. 
As we knew we should be quarantined we went 
directly to the quarter allotted for that purpose, 
whkh is oppofflte the Lazarretto built on the prom- 
intory. Af^er anchoring we went to the health ofike 
which is on the key and raild off with iron barrs. 
Here we made our report and had our papers ex- 
amined afler they had been well fumigated and 
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roasted almost to cinders. The people in these 
countries carry thdr dread of the fever to the most 
ridiculous lengths. They Quarantine veisels from 
every port tho never so healthy — and tho we came 
direct from Genoa where there has been no instance 
of the fever known, yet they use as much precaution 
with us and avoid us with equal care as if we had 
just left a city reeking with infection. 

I had a hearty laugh at the apprehensions of one 
of the men of the health office. A small window 
over the lower steps of the stoop was opened, and 
he was sent to the door to tell our captain that he 
must talk thro this wmdow to the people within. 
The captain not understanding Italian thought that 
he was told to come in the house and was advan- 
cing up the stoop when the fellow half frightened 
to death sprung to the other end of it and hallood 
for him to keep back. The captain stopped short 
in astonish^ient. The fellow made several attempts 
to pull shut the iron wicket of the stoop but as the 
captain stood close by it, he was violently appre- 
hensive and as offcen as his fingers almost reachd 
the door he started back again as if the rails were 
red hot. At length he succeeded in jeri^ing it shut 
and inmiediately run into the house trembling at 
the risk he had run of taking the fever from our 
honest captain who in circumference of body and 
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rostneb of complexicMi seemed the picture of health 
itadf. 

We had afterwards to go in a body — sailorBaiid 
paiaengers, to the Lazaretto to be examined. There 
we found the commandant of the Lazaretto and a 
physician or two. We had to stand at some distance 
and answer thdr enquiries, after which we were 
ordered to take off our cravats and open the collars 
of our shirts that the doctor might see our necks 
Sc breasts. It appears, the sage geniuses imagined 
that it was poinble to perodve whetho* people had 
the infection luiidng in thar vdns by taking hasty 
looks at their necks Sc chest at ten or fifteen feet 
distance. We were then told to whack our arms to- 
gether, like our labourers do on a coM day to warm 
themselves after which we were dismUsed as healthy 
men. Tomorrow they will let us know how long 
we are to be quarantined. 

There are no American merchant v^seh in this 
port but the one I came in. This evening arrived 
the Schooner Nautilus ftx>m Syracuse, bang one of 
the armed veftds that we have appcMnted to cruise 
in the Mediterranean. There are several Ejiglidi 
transports here procuring wines 8c other nec^ai^ 
for hord Nelsons fleet. 



dbyGoogk 



AT (QUARANTINE 51 

[January] 6^^ 
This morniBg we were again at the health office 
and the Questions repeated. On our return we spoke 
to the Nautilus and Cap^ Strong found an acquaint- 
ance in the lieutenant M'^ George Reed of Phila- 
delphia. He afterwards came off to our ship and 
remaind at a little dbtance for sometime. From him 
we learned the particulars of the expedition i^iainst 
Tripoli, of which I had heard very exagerated 
accounts in Genoa ; by all accounts it was a most 
daring or rather desperate attack, the Americans 
having but one Frigate and fix gunboats ; it is no 
wcmder therefore that they did not make much im- 
preision. 

We were also visited by M' Broadbent and the 
Captain of the Nautilus. The former is an English 
merchant that does the chief of the American busi- 
nefs here, is agent for our ships and it is expected 
will be appointed consul. I had a letter of intro- 
duction to him from M' Wollaston of Genoa which 
I delivered. 

He informed us that Genoa was again put under 
blockade last October and that we were fortunate 
in not meeting any English cruizers as they would 
certainly have carried us into Malta, they having 
lately served an American Brig in that manner. 
The captain of the schooner has very politely offa^ 
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me a pafiag;e to Syracuse and if I please to Malta, 
he will sail in a day or two. If I can poisibly get per- 
miision to quit the Quarantine I shall accept hb 
offer. 

Our Quarantine is now ascertained to be twenty 
one days, an extravagant time considering that we 
come from a healthy port, are all hearty and have 
scarcely any Cargo on board. But so it is — they 
have no conscience in this part of the world in r^;aiti 
to Quarantines and never think of Quarantining 
less than a week or fortnight. Perhaps our time is 
so long in consequaice of having been boarded by 
the privateer as those visits generally make a mate- 
rial difference. '^These long quarantines are a heavy 
tax upon commerce particularly with the Ameri- 
cans who pay high wages to thar seamen. It ap- 
pears to me that they will occasion the American 
trade to the Meditterranean greatly to decrease. At 
present the mania rages with uncommon fierceneis 
and a vefsel can hardly go out of a port and return 
the next day without being put on Quarantine. 

I havie amused myself part of the day with spy- 
ing at the town with a very good telescope we have 
on board — but it is impoisible to distinguish the 
streets acurately or to see any of the houses to ad- 
vantage. 

Brydone mentions a noble range of houses of 
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uniform constnictioii that extended for about a mile 
along the beautiful Quay of Me&ina. They were 
completely demolished by a tremenduous earth- 
quake in [blank"] &nd nothing but the fronts remun 
in ruins to testify their former beauty. Me&ina has 
suffered often from these awful visitations and there 
is not a year pafses but some commotion of the 
earth more or less violent is fdt here. The day has 
been very fine, like one of our warm spring ones 
and indeed I found it uncomfortably warm to sit 
in the sun. This evening it has began to rain which 
verifies the prognostication of approaching bad 
weather made by the Genoese captains when they 
saw the violent explosion from Strombolo yesterday 
morning. 

The colours of the ships of different nations which 
crowd the port make a gay appearance and as they 
are all more or leis armed, we have a popping of 
cannons at intervals all day long. 

There is a pretfy afsortment of veisels with us 
in Quarantine. Our next door neighbor is a Vene- 
tian and beyond him Greeks, Napolitans, Ri^^usans 
&c Sec are jumbled together and the confusion of 
tongues & languages might rival the tower of Bable 
itself. 

At the Lazaretto there is a krge square sur- 
rounded by the Hospitals warehouse &c where we 
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are allowed to walk, guards being kept there with 
bayonets fixed on the ends of sticks, to attend and 
take care that the crews of different veisels do not 
touch one another. 

At this place I generally find a collection of curi- 
ous uncouth figures with thdr national drefses. The 
present ''Cock of the walk** appears to be an old 
rich Greek with a great turban enormous trowsav 
or breeches that tuck in at the knees and a pipe 
of two or three yards in length. He is generally 
attended by four long bearded Capuchins who are 
Quarantined with him and perhaps are his travel- 
ling companions. At any rate they seem to pay him 
humble court, doubtleis for the good of his soul 
and the edification of his pocket. They make a 
mighty handsome groupe as you may well suppose. 

It is past twelve oclock 8c I am sleepy — 
Good night. 

[Jarmary] 8* 
Tho' as yet but two or three days of quarantine 
have as yet elapsed I already begin to be heartily 
tired of it, and to concdve it an intolerable species 
of imprisonment. We have been told repeatedly to 
take a guard on board, but the honest old captain 
who is highly chagrined at the length of his Quar- 
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antme, refuses to trouble himself about them and 
says they may send thdr guard if they choose but 
he will not search for them. We consequently re- 
main without any contrary to their reg^ktions. For 
my part I find thb mighty convenient as I range the 
harbor in our boat and hold frequent discourses with 
the officers of the Nautilus. The guards fix>m shore 
stamp and swear and bawl after me inceisantly, 
if they had not a great respect for the Americans 
here I expect I should be used like other persons 
whom I see now and then driven back to their 
vebels. Indeed one of the boats did attempt a thing* 
of the kind yesterday and gave us chase having a 
guard in it armed with a bayonet on the end of a 
stick. As we did not regard that kind of fire arms 
we laughed at him and advised him to keep his 
distance — he thought proper to take our advice as 
he saw four stout American sailors in our boat ready 
to pai him on the head with thdr long oars. I have 
in consequence received two or three fevere repri- 
mands at the health office which I pretended not 
to understand and of course took no notice of, but 
I expect I shall be stopped soon by their firing at 
the boat from one of the batteries as they have 
threatned fomething of the kind. 

To pais away time I have procured a book or 
two from the shore that treats of Sicily — and am 
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busily employed in translating them into English, 
this is very difficult as I am but little acquainted 
with the language but it is attended with three ad- 
vantages as I find amusement in it, imim>ve myself 
in Italian and inform myself ccmcemuig this inter- 
esting Island. 

The captain, honest old foul, is continually 
lamenting his deplorable fituation and exclaiming 
against the health office and government. I have 
detected the old gentleman in a great attachment 
to methodism and a violent affisction for Lunar 
observations. He has also an invindble propensity 
to famiHanze names and Jack's 8c Jill's everybody 
he speaks of. Our conversation therefore is whim- 
sical enough and we alternately discuis the New 
Testament and the nautical almanack and talk 
indiscriminately of Jot Pilmore, Jack Hamilton 
More, Tom Truxton,-iKt/ Columbus & Jack Wes- 
ley. Methodism and Lunar observatk>ns preside 
by turns and you nmy judge how wdl cakukted 
£1 am] to fliine at either. The poor old gentle- 
man thinks he is among a set of Barbarians who 
are groping in ignorance and ^ ^ stumbling upon the 
dark mountains." He groans whenever the bells 
ring for Mafs, abominates the herds of priests 
and monks that crowd this place, and has plainly 
demonstrated to me that the Roman church b the 
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great beast with feven horns and the pope is no 
more and no lefe than the Whore of Babylon. 
Take him alltogether, he is a worthy soul with a 
kind heart and good disposition ; he will sit for an 
hour or two and talk of his wife and children with 
so much honest pride and affection as shew he musft 
be of a most amiable domestic character. 



[/awiary] \0^ 
I fear I shall be disappointed in my hopes of de- 
parting in the Nautilus. Cap^ Dent who commands 
her informs me that he expects orders to sail for 
Palermo in which case I cannot think of accom- 
panying him as I being a quarantined person would 
subject his vefsel to Quarantine in that port. Dent 
appears to be a very clever gentlemanlike fellow. 
I have had several conversations with him and he 
has given me considerable information with respect 
to our Mediterranean affairs. We have several ves- 
sels at Syracuse, which is their rendezvous. I shall 
therefore perhaps find some acquaintances there. 
Our officers are generally very good looking fel- 
lows — thdr uniform has lately been altered and 
is very handsome & becoming. Our sailors are also 
superior in looks to any other except the English 
and our velsels are much admired. There are several 
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gunboats preparing at this"'place for the projected 
attack on Tripoli, which most probably will take 
place in the ktter part of the spring or commence- 
ment of the fummer ensuing when the weather will 
have fettled. 

[January] 15**» 
The weather has been variable since our arrival — 
frequent showers of rain have fallen, but not a day 
has paised that did not afford some hours of sun- 
shine, and the air has been always temperate and 
agreeable. For two or three days past I could have 
worn light summer cloathing without any incon- 
venience. The evenings are uniformly delightful. It 
is really romantic to sit on deck and watch the grad- 
ual departure of day and the slow approach of night. 
It reallizes the descriptions that poets and writers 
of romance delight in and this, you know, is one 
of the countries where they love to place the scene 
of their fables. I have frequently sat for two and 
three hours and enjoyed the luxury of the prospect. 
The fun gradually declining behind the Sicilian 
mountains amid a rich afsemblage of clouds that 
render his exit more splendid — Their colours 
gradually deepening into a glowing crimson, then 
changing into a purple and at last sinking into a 
modest grey. By this time the moon begins to shew 
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her paler glories on the other side of the horison — 
breaking from behind the high mountains that form 
the Calabrian fhore. By degrees she attains a com- 
manding height, pours a full stream of radiance 
oer the rapid and restleis waters of the Straits — & 
the more tranquil waters of this delightful harbor. 
Her ^^ silver beams" brighten up the iurround- 
ing forts & castles — and the white buildings of 
Meisina — and ^^ sleep in gentle brilliance" on its 
ndghboring towers 8c convents. All is tranquility 
and repose except now and then the silence is inter- 
rupted by the found of some vesper bell, the watch- 
word of the guards or the tail chorus's from some 
of the ships in quarantine whose crews every evening 
chant a hymn to the Virgin. Thb music is simple 
solemn and affecting — and is peculiarly in unison 
with the scene. The other evening I was h^hly de- 
lighted when, after having sat on deck a long time 
indulging in those delicious reveries such scenes are 
calculated to inspire, I was aroused by a strain of 
soft Sicilian music that came from a distance and 
gradually swelled in the silence of the night. Where 
it came from I could not perceive. The sounds were 
so soft — so sweet yet so clear & distinct in their 
modulations that they seemed almost aereal. By 
turns they swelled into a full body of harmony and 
then died away in liquid cadence. It seemed like a 
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choir of Jlreal fpirits that were traversing the air — 
and being in the country of romance I was almost 
tempted to yield to its sway and indulge the &ncy 
that they were so. 

I fear I tire you with discriptions — I wish to 
make you partaker in all my pleasures, and those 
that are imparted to me by furrounding Sceiery are 
generally the greatest. My feelings are very often as 
much influenced by the prospects that surround me, 
as others are by the weath^ and a lovdy kndscape 
has always a most enlivening effect on my s{»rits. 

There has some snow ^len on the tops of the 
mountains but it ibon di8ai4)eared, nor was the cold 
felt in the low^ places. The Skirts of the mountains 
are green & flourishing and I observe the ground 
plowed and cultivated like in Spring or Summer. 
Fruit is exceeding cheap. For a basket of fine 
oranges figs raisins nuts &c I paid but a shilling 
sterling — and this too was at Quarantine where the 
prices of course are imposing. The Oranges are 
from Calabria — very ]aTgt and delicious — for a 
dozen I paid about seven cents, and doubtleis in the 
city they are cheaper. 

One of my amusemoits is sailing about the har- 
bor for which purpose I have had the 3raul fitted 
up with fidls. We have now two guards aboard one 
of whom I am obliged alwa3rs to take with me. He 
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attempted several times to stop me from sailing 
about for amusement, but finding his menaces were 
not understood norr^;anied he has g^ven the mat- 
ter up. The poor guards were terribly alarmed the 
day before yesterday. I wished to get a letter to the 
post office by way of the Nautilus as the health office 
opens every letter that pa&es thro it. If, however 
the Nautilus was observed to take a letter from us 
unsmoaked she would be Quarantined. I watchd 
therefore an opportunity when both the guards were 
on fliore at the Lazzeretto, to get two of the hands 
to row me to the sch'. I had not got &r from the 
ship before I was perceived from the shore and the 
guards set up a hideous bellowing. I pretended not 
to hear them and told the sailors to pull away, they 
gave me closechase in the long boat so that I was 
ilnable to get my letter on board and had to sur- 
render to them. They made a violent noiae about 
it and told me that if I went ashore without them 
I would certainly be fined and thrown in 'prison 
and they would be hung — I laughed at the bug 
bears they were conjuring up and merely answered 
them with bye & bye. This is a cant word the sailors 
make use of towards the guards whenever they do 
not wish to obey their direction, or to understand 
them — and it has become quite conmion among 
all the guards at the Lazaretto — they cannot con- 
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cdve its fig^nification as it is used in such opposite 
cases. Our poor gfuards have been so often worried 
with it that they are quite out of patience at the 
sound and swear that it is a word of the Dtvil (una 
parola del Diavolo) . 

There are a number of English transports in 
port procuring wine and other stores for Lord 
Nelsons fleet. An English frigate arrived also a few 
days ago from the fleet off Toulon. Everyday there 
are more or less vefsels altering the harbor or pac- 
ing thro the strait which gives an air of life and 
businefs to the scene. Among other arrivab is an 
English privateer that has been cruising and among 
other vefsels captured the Brig Favorite of Phila- 
delphia bound to Genoa and near to that port. 
They carried her in to Malta where she is perform- 
ing quarantine at present & her hie is not deter- 
mined. This Privateer is riding Quarantine the next 
ship but one to us. She has a most delectable crew 
of Maltese Italians See &c and but two or three 
Englishmen on board. Yesterday they had a high 
altercation at the Lazaretto several of the sailors 
having mutineed against the Lieutenant. The latter 
stripped and was for boxing the whole of them 
but that was what they were not accustomed to and 
one of them drew his knife and if he had not been 
prevented would have stabbed the Lieutenant. I 
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am surprized the English are not more jealous of 
the dig^nity of their fbg. At present it is afsumed by 
all the pirates in the Mediterranean with impunity 
and is the rallying standard for the vilest wretches 
in existence. Perhaps there is no flag in the world 
under which greater enormities are committed. 

The captain of the privateer, I bdieve, was afraid 
to trust himself any longer among such a gang of 
ruffians so he sent them all ashore this morning 
b€^ and baggage & I dont believe Noah's ark itself 
could have furnished a more motley debarkation. 

This day we had to undergo another health office 
manouvre. A chafing dish with charcoal and a 
couple of paquets of drugs were sent on board. 
We were all ordered down into the hold the hatches 
nearly all closed — a fire made in the Chaffing dish 
and the drugs thrown on which occasioned a thick 
smoke of a disagreeable smell. Here we were hud- 
dled round the infernal pot of ineenK like a group 
of conjurers inhaling the suffocating steams of a 
melange of vile drugs for a quarter of an hour after 
which we were permitted once more to emerge into 
the "cheerful day." 

This I find is a sage expedient of the Health 
Ph3rsictan to know if any person on board has the 
fever lurking in his vdns as this fimiigation im- 
mediately makes it break out. In the afternoon 
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we were ordered ashore at the lazaretto where the 
Doctor again took a look at our necks and bosoms. 
We have now about twelve days more of Quaran- 
tine to perform and must undergo a repetition of 
these pkammt operations, perhaps with a few vari- 
ations for they seem to be as fond of trying ex- 
periments upon us, as the philosophical profefsors 
at College do upon unlucky rats that fiJl in thdr 
clutches. 

{January] 23 
This day we had another smoaking of the drugs of 
which afdafotHda is one of the prindpal. We then 
underwent a third examination from the Doctor 
who dismifsed us as being incorrigibly healthy in 
spight of all their operations. Tomorrow we are pro- 
mised praUque or entry — as they intend to allow 
us one or two days of grace. 
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NOTES 
OF A TOUR IN EUROPE IN 1804-5 



[/n this second volume of Irving' s manuscrifit forty- 
six pages are left blank after the entry for FebrU' 
ary 12. As the hasty Travelunc Notes ccrver the 
fieriod omitted, they are substituted on /i/i, 115-146 
of the present volume, and are further utilized to de- 
scribe events between ^ril 13 and May 17, when Vol- 
ume Four of the carefully written manuscriflt begins,^ 



Mefsina^ January 24, 1 805 . 

THIS morning we were released from Quar- 
antine after performing the neceikuy cere- 
monies of giving our names, profe&ions countries 
Sec at the health office. I immediately went on board 
the Schooner Nautilus as she expected to sail for 
Syracuse in the evening — waiting only for the ar- 
rival of some timber which she is to carry to Syra- 
cuse to repair the mast of the ship President. 

In the course of the day I was ashore and ram- 
bled thro the dty in company with Captain Dent, 
with whom also I dined at M^ Broadbents, the 
English gentleman to whom I brought a letter of 
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introduction. He acts as navy agent to the Ameri- 
can Navy and is to be appointed American Consul 
for the Island of Sicily . He is a gentlenum of the most 
mild 8c amiable manners and universally known & 
beloved. I found at his table several Englishmen, 
among whom was a M' Smith, an English lawyer 
on his travels but who has lived with Broadbent for 
two or three years. 

Mefsina at present presents very little to the 
curious eye of the traveller either as to antiquities 
or public edifices. The dread&l earthquake in 1 783 
has reduced many parts of it to heaps of ruins, and 
is discemable more or less ui almost every street 
& square. The elegant row of buildings that ex- 
tended for a mile and a quarter along the Quay in 
a uniform style of architecture, are completely de- 
molished, not one of them remaining in any degree 
habitable. When standing they must have given 
an air of much grandeur to the city and added 
greatly to the beauty of the harbor. Many of the 
churches and palaces are also shaken to the ground 
and in some of the streets the higher stories of the 
houses have given way and fince, they have been 
repiured and rendered into two stories. The earth- 
quake has been most distructive in its effects near 
the water and its traces are &inter in the upper 
parts of the city. The inhabitants have scarcely yet 
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got over its paralizing effects and still talk of it with 
emotions of horror. Theyare just b^^inning to build 
again, but do it slowly — seem to consult very little 
the elegancies of architecture and seldom build higher 
than two stories. Many, however, still reside in the 
suburbs & vicinities of the town where they fled in 
time of the alarm, and have fitted up the cottages 
into comfortable & ev&i el^;ant appartmoits nor 
can any thing induce them to forsake them. 

On the top of one of the hills behind the city is an 
old castle said to have been built by Prince [blank] 
of Engbmd in the time of the Cruisades when he 
made a long sojourn at Mefsina. I could not get 
quite to the castle and had to content myself with 
a view of it from a road that runs along the hill a 
little below it. It is now in ruins, a tower still re- 
maining in pretty good preservation. It is of a gothic 
structure and has a picturesque appearance. On 
a neighboring hill is the Convent for the Nobility 
the church of which has a handsome front and a 
curious steeple of a spiral form. A terrace in front 
of the church commands a fine view of the city, 
harbor, straits. Sec. 

Among the churches the cathederal is the most 
remarkable. It is extremely gothic — the roof in- 
side of wood with large rafters cro&ing the church, 
gilt and painted with pictures of saints & angels. 
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On the pavemoit of the church is drawn a meri- 
dian line <m which the sun is cast thro a small hole 
in the roof and tells the time of the year mcmth 
day 8cc. 

The houses throughout Me&ina are generally of 
a very moderate he^ht — built of whitish stone & 
plaistered. Iron raild balconies to the second story 
are universal. The walls of the houses along the 
Quay appear to have beai very injudiciously con- 
structed of bricks & round stones promiscuously 
jumbled together and badly cemoited they were 
therefore poorly calculated to withstand the fi^uent 
& severe shocks of the earthquake. The whole city 
seems but the shadow of what it was before this tre- 
menduous event. The hbtorians of Mei^na bestow 
the highest d^^ree of antiquity on its origin. By 
some it is ascribed to Shem the son of Noah, called 
by the Italians Cam — & sometimes Zoroaster for 
his having been inventor of Magic. Having espoused 
Rea (antioitly termed Cybele) in Italy he paisd 
into Sicily & was so pleased with the situation of 
the Faro that he built a city there which was denom- 
inated Zancla from the curvature of its port resem- 
bling a sickle. After having experienced some mis- 
fortunes it was again rebuilt by Orion in the year 
of the world 4434 and 1 755 years before the Chris- 
tian £ja — he also built a temple on Pelorus and 
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dedicated [it] to Neptune — from those 8c other re- 
nowned deeds both in arts & arms he was enumer- 
ated among the heros & placed among the stars. 

Mefsina has gone thro a variety of scenes of 
trouble 8c warfare and is conspicuous in antient 
history. It was here that the cause of the first Punic 
war originated owing to the contentions of the 
Romans 8c Carthagenians for this place so important 
to the security of Italy. When in the hands of the 
Romans it was called Mamertina fix)m the Mamer- 
tines, people of Campania. 

Jany 29*^ 
The short stay I have made at Mefsina prevents 
my being more particular in describing it, this I 
shall postpone till my return. My stay in it was 
rendered unpleasant by an unfortunate rencontre in 
the streets the other evening between one of the 
officers of the Nautilus 8c the mate of an English 
transport wherein the latter was killd. This occa- 
siond much stir among the English in Mefana who 
insisted upon the Governor's demanding the offi- 
cer from the Cap^ of the Schooner. Cap^ Dent re- 
fused to deliver him up but gave his word of honor 
that he should be delivered up to the commodore 
at Syracuse. With this the Governor was contented, 
tho the English were strenuous that he should use 
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forcible measures. There was consequently, a con- 
straint thrown over our communications with each 
other that rendered our intimacies unpleasant. 

I was introduced to the Govanor the other nK>m- 
ing by Cap^ Dent & M' Broadbent and had a very 
polite reception. He conversed with me some min- 
utes and was particular in his enquaies concerning 
Genoa and how the French comported themselves 
in respect to that city. He shruggd up his shoulders 
at my account and seemed to anticipate a similar 
fate for M eisina from his remarks. 

This morning we set sail with a light breeze but 
was detaind off of the port for some time waiting 
for the English Schooner that had the timber on 
board. We bore round the promontory that forms 
the Harbor and saw Charybdis at a distance foam- 
ing & dashing in large breakers. This is no longer 
an object of terror to the mariners nor is there any 
necefsity for ships to take much pains in avoiding 
it. In calm weather however they are often baffled 
and worried in it and the helm losing its power the 
ship turns round & round. I cannot percieve the 
iminent risk that mariners were said to undergo of 
running on Scylla when they avoided Charybdis. 
Scylla is shelterd from Charybdis by a low sandy 
point of land & is ten miles at least distant, it ap- 
pears to me there is a mistake in the place that is 
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at present shewn for Charybdis & that it must have 
laid in the mouth of the straits. 

Charybdis is said to have been a rapacious 
woman who stole Herculus's oxen in revenge for 
which he plunged her into the sea. 

We had a fine view of the two coasts of Sicily & 
Calabria, rising into rocky mountains but skirted 
with towns & vilkges. Of the latter many were sit- 
uated on the summits of pointed hills or rocks & 
over hung the sea. This is to secure them from the 
inroads of Barbary corsairs who infest these coasts. 
On the Calabrian shore we saw Reggio or as it was 
antiently terhied Rh^um, it was formerly a Ro- 
man colony and was ruined by Dionysius the Ty- 
rant of Syracuse. He conmianded the people of Rhe- 
gium that they should fend him one of their most 
beautiful and noble young women for a wife — out 
of derision or carelefsnefs they sent him the daugh- 
ter of a slave in revenge of which he laid thdr city 
in ruins. It is now a small town pleasantly situated 
on the Sea Coast, and was much damaged by the 
same earthquake that was so destructive to Mes- 
sina. Towards sundown we had a distinct tho dis- 
tant view of Mount JEXdsl. It is coverd with snow 
more than half way down so that I fear I shall find 
it difficult to afcend it. The crater is also visible and 
emits smoke but not in great quantities. The Breeze 
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has freshned up and is ahead, the Schooner how- 
ever b a remarkable fine failer, but has to shorten 
sail to keep with the English Schooner in convoy. 



[^January'] 30 
After a night of stiff gales we found ourselves this 
morning half way to Syracuse but the English 
schooner not in sight. The captain supposing she 
had put back to Mefana — put about immedi- 
ately and run before the wind for that port. We 
passd thro Charybdis which made a heavy broken 
Sea. After all that has been said & sung of this 
celebrated place it would make but a contempti- 
ble appearance aside of our pafs called Hellgate — 
and is nothing to compare to it either in real or 
apparent danger. We came to anchor fafe in the 
harbor of Mefsina where we also found the Eng- 
lish Schooner. The city was quite in a state of 
alarm. News had been brought that a large fleet 
had been seen off the straits. The inhabitants were 
in great consternation thinking it was dther the 
French or English fleet coming to take pofsefsion 
of the place. We were told that many of the richer 
inhabitants were pushing off into the country to 
conceal their money & valuables. 
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[January] 31** 
This morning two ships of the line were seen en- 
tering the Straits. The whole town was instantly in 
an uproar — the Marina was crowded with specta- 
tors -^ couriers pafsing and repafsing from the city 
to the Faro and troops marching about to man the 
forts. Several more ships made their appearance 
and it was ascertained to be the English fleet — in 
a short time Lord Nelsons ship the Victory hove 
in sight — they all advanced most majestically up 
the Straits — the people seemed to wait in fearful 
expectation. The fleet however soon relieved their 
apprehensions — they continued on without enter- 
ing the harbor. We immediately got under way 
making a signal for the English schooner to do 
the same as we wished to have a good view of 
the fleet. The English schooner was a long time 
in coming out which gave us a fine opportunity 
by standing back again to examine the fleet. It 
consisted of eleven sail of the line three frigates 
8c two Brigs all in prime order and most noble 
Vefsels. We had understood before we left Mes- 
sina that Nelson was in search of the French 
fleet which had lately got out of Toulon. The fleet 
continued in sight all day. It was very pleasing 
to observe with what promptnefs and dexterity 
the signals were made, answerd and obeyd. The 
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fleet seemed as a body of men under perfect dici- 
pline. Every ship appeard to know its station 
immediately and to change position ^;reeably to 
command with the utmost precision. Nelson has 
brought them to perfect dicipline — he has kept 
them at sea a long time with very little expence 
— they seldom having more than three sails set all 
the while they were off Toulon. He takes great 
pride in them and says there is not a vefsel among 
them that he would wish out of the fleet. We had 
a flne sunset the sun declining gradually behind 
Mount JEMol and displaying with great force of 
shade & colour its gigantic outlines. In the evening 
the wind freshned and blew ahead, but in the night 
was very light & baflling. 

February P* 

THIS Morning we found ourselves in pretty 
much the sames ituation as last evening — the 
Schooner that we have to convoy is a slow sailer and 
the captain appears fearful of carrying sail so that we 
frequently have to lay to for him, and he operates as 
a continual clog on our Vefsel. In the course of the 
day the wind freshned and blew very strong — the 
sea washd over us repeatedly — the other schooner 
could not stand it, but scud before it under bare 
poles, but fortunately it fubsided and came about in 
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the evenii^ to the west so that we were once more 
enabled to continue on our course. 

I found the society of the officers very agree- 
able — the Wardroom consbted of Lieuts Ried 
Ridgely&Caisin — Tootle the purser and D'Jaques. 
Good humor reignd among them and they had 
always a joke or a good story at hand to make the 
time pa& away gaily. 

{Fdmuiry\ 2'^* 
This m(»iung we had lost sight of the schooner 
and determind to take no more trouble about her 
but make the best of our way to Syracuse. We soon 
ran in aght of the city and about two o'clock an- 
chord safe in the harbor. Here we found several of 
our ships that are sent out agunst Tripoli — viz. 
the Frigates President— Eisex, Constellation & 
Congrefs and the Brig Vixen. The harbor is ex- 
tensive and one of the safest in the world — it is 
sufficiently capacious to accommodate large fleets 
with convenience. Indeed if we may credit antient 
historians it has formeriy containd immense ones. 
I was impatient to land and view the interior of a 
city once so celebrated for arts & arms — that gave 
birth to men so renownd as Heroes & Philosaphers. 
But heavens! what a change! Streets gloomy & 
ill built — and poverty filth and misery on every 
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side. No appearance of trade or industry no coun- 
tenance displaying the honest traits of ease 8c inde- 
pendence — all is servility indigence & discontent. 

Our Veisels, however, have given a great 
change to the &ce of afiairs at Syracuse. The 
money they have circulated there has given compar- 
atively an air of life to the place and even began to 
encourage a fiiint return of commerce. Formerly it 
was impoisible for the traveller tafind an inn to rest 
at but now there are two established in the English 
style. The accommodations tolerable (tho for Sicily, 
excellent) and the tables they keep are very plenti- 
fully supplied particularly at Smiths hotel. 

They have the best company of singers for their 
opera that b in Sicily, drawn thither by the liber- 
ality of the American officers who were in the habit 
of throwing money on the stage to any performer 
who pleased them. The first singer Cecilia, is a 
pretty little woman and has a delightful voice of 
great sweetnes & strength. I am surprized she is 
not engaged on some of the large Italian theatres. 

She is supported by Cap* in a very hand- 

fome manner. 

IFebruary'} 4*** 
Yesterday I was introduced by Cap* Dent to the 
officers of our Vefseb. On board of the Eisex'I 



dbyGoogk 



AMERICAN OFFICERS 79 

found W"* Amory of Boston lieu* of Marines — 
well known throughout the United States for his 
wildneis & eccentricity. Of an honest heart & good 
disposition but the most heedlefs mad cap genius 
that ever existed. Nothing but a most excellent con- 
stitution has supported him thro the extravagancies 
and exceises he has continually committed. He is 
at present &r more steady and very few that have 
gone thro such a round of diisapation can boast of 
arconstitution so good as Amory's is at {M'esent. 

On board the same ship I was introduced to Lieu* 
Woolsey of New York with whom I was very highly 
pleased. In the evening I went to a most miserable 
{Mivate masquo^e. The room in which it was held 
seemd as if part of a stable — yet I was told there 
were sevral of the nobility of Syracuse present. A 
number of Ama*ican ofikers were there — as usual 
in high glee & full of frolic. 

This morning I walked out of town to visit the 
celebrated Ear of Dionysius the Tyrant. I was ac- 
companied by D'^ Baker of the President, Davis a 
midshipman and Tootle pursa* of the Nautilus. 
The scenery in the neighborhood of Syracuse is 
very pleasing. After leaving the gates we ascended 
a little rising knd and had a charming prospect. 
To our left the picturesque city of Syracuse — be- 
fore us the beautiful harbor calm & unrufBed like''a 
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vast mirror reflecdng the frigates that lay at anchor 
in the midst of it and the small craft that were glid- 
ing on its sur&ce — beyond a large tract of rich 
level country diversified by trees and plantations 
and clothed with the finest verdure — and to our 
right the Hybla mountains bounded the view. The 
face of the country the mildnefs & salubrity of the 
air reminded me of our fine days in the month of 
May particulariy whai crofung the fields where I 
saw a variety of wild flowers in full blow. The ap- 
proach to the ear of Dionysius is thro a vast quar- 
rey , one of those fix)m whence the stone for the edi- 
fices of antient Syracuse was |nxx:ured. It b a pofl 
kind of white freestone that is very easily cut but 
huxlens on exposure to the air. The bottom of this 
Quarrey is cultivated in many places and being 
entirely open overhead to the sun and shelterd on 
every side fix)m the wind by high precipices it is 
very fertile. 

Travellers have generally been very carelefs in 
their account of the Ear, Some one originally 
started the observation that it was cut in the form 
of a human ear, and every one who has since given 
a discription of it has followed in the fame track 
and made the fame remark. Brydone among the 
rest, joins in it. I am not however surprized at his 
falling in the error for I have generally found him 
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more fiuidful than correct and more studious of 
turning a handfome period or giving a pretty story 
than imparting accurate information respecting the 
places thro which he paisd. Indeed he gives such 
a hurried, carelefs account of the very interesting 
curiodties in & about Syracuse that I doubt much 
whether he saw one third of them. 

The ear is a vast serpentine cavern something in 
the form of the letter S reversed ; its greatest widlh 
is at the bottom from whence it narrows with an 
inflection to the top — something like the eKtemal 
shape of an afses ear. Its height is about eighty or 
ninety feet and its length about one hundred and 
twenty. It is the same height and dimensions from 
the enterance to the extremity where it ends 
abruptly. The marks of the tools are still perfectly 
visible on the walls of the cavern — the rock is 
brought to a regular surfiux the whole extent with- 
out any projections or curvatures as in the human 
ear. About halfway in the cavern is a small square 
recefs or chamber cut in one side of the wall even 
with the ground. And at the interior extremity 
there appears to be a small recefe at the top but it 
is at present inaccefsible. A poor man that lives in 
the neighborhood attended us with torches of straw 
by which we had a very good view of the inteior 
part of the ear. Holes are discemable near the in- 
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terior end of the cave which are made in the wall 
at regular distances and ascend up in an inclined 
direction. They are about an inch in diameter. Some 
of the company were of opinion that they have for- 
merly contributed to the support of a stairs or lad- 
der but there is no visible place wha% a stairs could 
lead to — and the holes do not go above half the 
hdght of the cavern. 

t There are sevral parts of the ear in which the 
discharge of a pistol makes a prodigious r^x>rt 
heightned by the echoes & reverberations of the cav- 
ern. One of the company had a fowling {Hece which 
he discharged and it made a noise almost equal 
to a discharge of artill^, though not so sharp a 
report. A pistol also produced a^report similar to a 
volley of musquetry. The best place to stand to hear 
the echoes to advantage is in the mouth of the cav- 
ern. A piece of paper torn in this place makes an 
echo as if some person had struck the wall violently 
with a stick in the back of the cave. 

This singular cavern is called the Ear of Dio- 
nysius fix)m the purpose for which it is said to have 
been destined by that Tyrant. Conscious of the dis- 
affection of his subjects and the hatred and enmity 
his Tyrannical government had produced he became 
suspicious & distrustful even of his courtiers that 
surrounded him. He b said to have had this cav- 
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&nk made for the confinement of those persons of 
whom he had the strongest suspicions. It was so 
constructed that any thing said in it, in ever so low 
a murmur — would be conveyed to a small aper- 
ture that opened into a little chamber where he 
used to station himself & listen. This chamber is 
still shewn. It is on the outside of the ear just above 
the enterance and communicates with the interior. 
Some of the officers of our Navy have been in it 
last summer ; they were lowerd down to it by ropes 
and mention that sounds are conveyed to it fi^m 
the cavern with amazing distinctneis. I wished very 
much to get to it and the man who attended us, 
brought me a cord for the purpose but my com- 
panions protested they would not aisist in lowering 
me down and finally persuaded me that it was too 
hazardous as the cord was small & m^ht be chafed 
thro in rubbing against the rock in which case I 
would run a risk of bang dashd to pieces. I there- 
fore abandond the project for the present. 

There are a number of other excavations of great 
dimensions and singular form in different parts 
of this Quarrey — some are occupied by persons 
who manu&cture saltpetre — the neighboring earth 
being strongly impregnated with it. Theqe furnaces 
have renderd the caverns black and dismally 
gloomy and added to the squalled, sooty appear- 
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ance of the inhabitants fc their furnaces & caul- 
drons blazing boiling & smoaking would afford a 
poet a tolerable idea for a discription of the en- 
trance to the infernal regions. In one part of the 
Quarrey and near the centre is a lofty fragment of 
rock completely insulated. On the top of it are the 
ruins of a small tower that most probably has been a 
watch tower or a look out — at present it is inacces- 
sable but near it lie vast maises of Rock in which 
are ctiscernable the remains of a stairs cut in the 
stone which formerly led to this tower, but has been 
over thrown & shatterd to pieces by an earthquake. 

A little distance to the east of the ear are the 
renudns of an antient theatre. It is built on the side 
of a hill — the seats still remain in good preserva- 
tion many of them being cut in the rock of which 
the hill is formed. This theatre from its situation 
and construction was supposed to be Grecian which 
was confirmed by a Greek inscription on one of 
the stone seats now in poiselaon of Landolini, the 
Kings antiquarian at Syracuse. 

Just above the theatre^ are several arches of an 
antient aqueduct that formerly supplied the dty of 
Syracuse with water. It now furnishes a stream for 
a mill situated near the theatre, and runs with ex- 
treme rapidity & violence. 
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[February'] 5^ 
This morning I went to see the Cadcombs in com- 
pany with Lieut. Ried, Tootle & Baker. In our walk 
we paised a place where has lately been dug up 
the ruins of a temple supposed to have been dedi- 
cated to Venus. Several columns were laying near 
the hole they are of grey granite some plain doric 
and others fluted spirally. Here they have found a 
beautiful statue of a Venus and a small statue of 
coarse alabaster of Esculapius. The former wants 
the head and an arm but I have no doubt but that 
they would be found on a farther search. The fig- 
ure stands in an inclined posture something like the 
Venus of Medids. One hand is covering the left 
breast and the left hand grasps a fold of a robe that 
is round her feet and raised up to her middle. They 
are in poiseision of Landolini. The workmen have 
desisted from any fiirther search as the Antiquarian 
has no money to pay them i The environs of this 
city are perfect mines of antiquities every now and 
then some new objects are accidentally coming to 
light unfortunately however very little encourage- 
ment is given to develope them. The king of Na- 
ples has allowed 600 ounces for the searching of 
antiquities in Sidly — two hundred for each divi- 
sion — a sum by no means adequate for a country 
that abounds with them, but in a buried state, re- 
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quiring considerable expence to restore them to 
new. It has been expended some time since. To 
airive at the catacombs we had to pais thro a small 
chapel of a gothic appearance. Here we found a 
venerable capuchin whose wrinkled front and white 
beard seemed to say that he should soon be an in- 
habitant of the silent abodes that he was gmng to 
shew us. He lighted two flambeaus one of which 
he gave to our guide to carry. We first were led 
by him to a subterraneous chapel where was the 
sepulchre of some saint or anotha* whose name we 
could not understand. Thb chapel we w&re told 
was one of the first that was erected in ^dly in the 
very eariy ages of Christianity — perhaps founded 
by S^ Paul during his stay here on his voyage from 
Malta to Rome. The walls around were adorned 
with uncouth pictures of saints and angels that 
appeared as antique as the chapel itself. 

We did not remain long in the chapel but as- 
cending paised thro a small enclosure or yard from 
which we descended by a small entrance into the 
Catacombs. 

, These are astonishmg excavations m the rock 
that ctxtend to an unknown distance under ground. 
They consist of vaulted pafsages that branch out 
into various directions — on each side you pais con- 
tinually hrge receises that contain places for the 
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dead. Some of these are very large with sixty or 
seventy receptacle for bodies in a row. These we 
were told had been intended as family tombs. 

In different places are round halls about 1 8 or 
twenty feet in diameter gradually lefsening to the 
top where there is a round hole in each that was 
perhaps formerly used as a ventillator tho now they 
are generally stoppd up. From these halls are 
four pafsages that lead jn different directions till 
they come to other halls and then branch out i^;ain, 
forming a complete labarynth where without an 
experienced guide a stranger would be completely 
bewilderd and lost. No bones are to be found in 
the catacombs at present having no doubt long 
since mouldered to dust. The walls are damp and 
water filters thro them in many places. Our old 
capuchin pointed to us one pafsage that he fidd led 
to Catania (only 40 miles distant) . This was dis- 
coverd he told us, by a priest and two boys who 
undertook to explore it carrying a supply of pro- 
visions and torches. The priest and one boy died 
on the way and the survivor was almost sinking 
when he emerged into day at the foot of Mount 
MtnsL ! The old Other's story holds good its ground 
notwithstanding all its improbability for no body 
has hardihood or inclination to put its veracity to 
the test of experiment. These extensive catacombs 
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are a proof of what amazing population the antiait 
Syracuse must have been pdae&ed. 

From hence we croised several fields to a con- 
vent of capuchins that stands near the Sea Coast 
pleasantly situated on an eminence. Bekmging to 
this convent is die garden of the Latomk, formed 
in the bottom of one of the inmieooe quarries of 
antient Syracuse. You go down a numba* of steps 
cut in the solid rock before you enter the garden 
which is about one hundred feet below die level 
surfiu% of the ground. You then arrive at a per- 
fect labyrinth of sweets. The garden is sq^erated 
into different parts by the rocks and you pais from 
one to another thro rude k immense arches formed 
by die &lling of part of the rodu. Great mafses of 
rocks stand in two or three ]^aces in the^midst of the 
garden e^hty or 90 feet hig^, their tops over spread 
with rich foliage and picturesque trees. The sides 
of the rocks that surround die garden rise perpen- 
dicular & even like walls, running vines Indian fig 
myrtle Sec over hanging die precipices and growing 
in some places out of the fifsures of the stone. 
Sheltoxl from every chilling blast & open to the gen- 
ial rays of the sun the garden is in perpetual bloom 
and the fruits arrive to great perfection. Oranges 
lemons figs &c &c are in ]Mt>fusi<m, the trees vrett 
loaded with the two former and J saw here the largest 
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k finest dfrom I have met with in Sicily. In short 
the garden if in the hands of a person of taste, could 
be made a perfect Eden. Abounding with die most 
romantic & picturesque scenery and capable of pro- 
ducing the most luxurient fruits & flowers. 

** Here kindly warmth their mounting juice fermenU 
7b nobler ttMet and more extdted Scent9 
E en the rough rockt with tender myrtle bloom 
And trodden weeds send out a rich fierfume,** 

In two places in this antient quarry there are re- 
mains of caves that have been cut similar to the ear 
of Dionysius, but dther the rocks have caved in or 
something else has intervened to prevent their bang 
finished. In one part of the garden we were shewn 
the tomb of an American midshipman lately killd 
in a duel with one of his shipmates. He was buried 
in a hole cut in the side of die rock and afterwards 
plastered up. An inscription in English is marked 
on the outside above which the good fitthers have 
erected a crois. 

After having rambled for some time amid the 
picturesque scenes of this singular k delightfiil 
retreat we ascended to the convent. As one of 
the company was thirsty k exprefsd a wish for a 
draught of water they led us into the refectory and 
produced a small pitcher of wine making at the 
same time very strong exhortations to sobriety k 
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temperance observing that a little win^ was good 
but to drink much was both injurious & sin&l. I 
do not know how &r their advice would have been 
followed had not the execrable taste of the wine 
forced us to comply with it. It surely carried its per- 
suasions to sobriety along with it. My complaisance 
induced me to force down half a tumbler full. Lieu^ 
Ried however could not contain himself, but spit 
out the first mouthful making dreadful wry faces. 
I was aflhiid the good &thers would have been of- 
fended but they appeared to take it in good part, 
on leaving them we gave them some money, for 
they always expect some solid reccompence for their 
civilities. 

IFebruaryli 6^ 
This morning Lieut's Murray & Gardner & Cap* 
Hall of the ship President Cap* Dent of the Nau- 
tilus & myself set off to pay another visit to the 'Ear 
of Dionysius. We dispatched before hand a ijdd- 
fhipman & four sailors with a Spar and a couple of * 
Halyards. On arriving there we went to the' top of 
the precipice immediately over the mouth of the 
cave. Here we fiistned ourselves to one of the Hal- 
yards and were lowered succefsively over the edge 
of the precipice (having previously disposed the 
spar along the edge of the rock so as to keep the 



dbyGoogk 



THE EAR OF DIONYSIUS 91 

halyard from chaffing) into a small hole over the 
enterance of the ear and about fifteen feet fit>m the 
fummit of the precipice. The persons lowered were 
Murray Hall the midshipman & myself the others 
swearing they would not risk thdr necks to gratify 
th&r curiosity. 

This is the &mous chamba* of Dionysius into 
which it is said he used to go to listen to the dis- 
course of the prisoners confined in the ear. 

The cavern narrows as it approaches the top till 
it ends in a narrow channel that runs the whole ex- 
tent and terminates in this small chamber. A pas- 
sage fit>m this hole or chamba* appears to have 
been commenced to be cut to run into the interior 
of the rock but was never carried more than ten 
or fifteen feet. We then began to make experi- 
ments to prove if sound was communicated frt>m 
below to this spot in any extraordinary degree. 
Gardner fired a pistol repeatedly but it did not ap- 
pear to make a greater noise than whoi we were 
below in the mouth of the cavern. We then tried 
^the conveyance of voices — in this we were more 
succeisftil. One of the company stationd himself at 
the^interior extremity of the ear and applying his 
mouth close to the wall spoke to me just above a 
whisper. I was then stationd with my ear to the 
wall in the little chamber on high and about 350 



dbyGoogk 



93 SYRACUSE 

feet distant and could hear him very distinctly. 
We convo'aed with one anotha* in thb manna* for 
some time. He then moved to other parts <^ the 
cavern and I could hear him with equal facility hb 
voice seeming to be just behind me. When how- 
ever he applied his mouth to the opposite side of 
the cave it was by no means so distinct. This is 
easily accounted for as one skie of the channel is 
broken away at the mouth of the cavern which in- 
jures the conveyance of the sound. After all, I doubt . 
v«y much whether the cave was ever intended for 
the purposes ascribed to it. The &ct is, that when 
more than one person speaks at a time it creates 
such a confusion of sound between their voices k 
the echoes that it is impofsible to distinguish what 
they say. This we tried repeatedly and found to be 
invariably the case. 

It is true, there are numerous places cut in 
the wall that still remain, to which it is said the 
prisoners wae ^tend but the stone is of a soft 
nature and if the prisoners were not bound hand k 
feet diey could easily break thro these MUmt 9tapU» 
with thdr chains. Is it not equally probable that 
they were pkces to fasten animals to : which might 
be reserved here for public games ? The kings an- 
tiquarian Landolini, also difiers in opinion with 
the historians of the Ear, He thinks it 'has been 
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intoided by DionyBius as a jdace of torture and 
that the cries of the tortured encreaaed by the 
echoes would be so tremenduous as to make a lively 
imprelttoii on the minds of the jHisoners who were 
brought within hearing of than — and induce them 
fully to omfefs their crimes to escape flmilar suf- 
ferings. This however, is an extremely vague con- 
jecture and does not iatisfy me more than the first 
one so the matta*must still remain in doubt, afford- 
ing a charming scope for conjecture to the antiqua- 
rians & the affious. 

In the afternoon we viated die cathederal for- 
merly a temple of Minerva but now dedicated to 
S^ Lucia. Two rows of vast Tuscan jnllars with their 
capitols k cornice still remain and having been duly 
purified are permitted to form a part of this most 
holy sanctuary. In the church they have several 
curioaties — viz an amba* cup of beautiful work- 
mansUp — the last supper is carved on the cover 
in a space about the size of a dollar and the figures 
are all distinct & well formed. An antique sandal 
of leatho* & Velvet, a beautiful alto relievo of the 
last supper on an alter in one of the side chi^)els 
— a considerable numba* of precious reliques of 
saints consisting of bones &c &c amoi^ which is a 
thigh bone of one of the discij^ but I forget hb 
name. By the way these disciples must have been an 
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uncommon bony set of fellows. I have seen no Ids 
than five thigh bones of S^ John the Baptist three 
arms of S^ Stephen and four jaw bones of S^ Peter. 
As to the crofs it is distributed all over the world 
and were its fn^^ments collected t(^;etha* they 
might form a tolerably stought ship of the line. 
The grand curiosity of this cathederal however is — 
a bomb sl^U ! — ^^and thereby hangs a tak." 

Durii^ the seige of this city by the Spaniards 
while a number of pious people were a&embled at 
th&r devotions in the church a large bomb shell 
fell thro the roof into die midst of them. You may 
suiqx)se their horror & consternation at the sight 
of such a tremenduous visitor — just at thb critical 
paiod an honest old woman present (who was un- 
doubtedly gifted with second sight) saw the shade 
of Luda arise (a very pious young lady who had 
died some time before) run to the bomb shell, put 
out the fuze and thus rescue the congregation fifom 
the danger k distruction with which they were 
threatend. The consequences were what might be 
expected from a grateful k enlightned peoj^. The 
bomb shell has ever since been pres^red as a sacred 
relique — Lucia was instantly beaainUd and de- 
clared the guardian saint of the city and a day is 
set apart every year to celebrate her memory with 
religious procefsions & rejoicings. Such is the ori- 
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gin of Catholic sabits and it reminds one forcibly 
of the manna* in which the gods k goddefses of 
the antients generally originated. 

Another object that attracted my attention in 
Syracuse was the &mous fountain of Jrethuaa. 
According to Ovid this Arethusa was a nymph in 
Diana's train — Alpheus a hunter was deeply en- 
amourd of her, she however fled from him with 
disdain. And Diana turned the Nymph into a 
fountain and Alpheus into a river. His love sur- 
vived hb metamorphosis and he nungled his waters 
with those of Arethusa. The Antients firmly be- 
lieved that thb fountain was conducted by subter- 
ranean canals under the sea quite from Greece. 
They used to tell of a cup won at the Olympic 
games that was thrown into die fountain of Are- 
thusa in Greece and the dish of a traveller that fell 
in the same fountain, both of which were thrown 
out by the fountain Arethusa in Syracuse. They 
likewise pretended that the blood of the Victims 
sacrificed at the fountain in Greece stained the 
waters in Syracuse. Priestcraft has been the fame 
in all ages and scruples at no fiilsehood or contriv- 
ance to fupport its impositions. Brydone men- 
tions a spring of fi^eah water that boils up in the 
sea at some distance fix>m Arethusa which was 
probably the water of Alpheus that they pre- 
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tended was in pursuit of Arethusa. I however 
nether saw this spring nor did any person in Syra- 
cuse know any thing* about it. As to the fountain 
of Arethusa it ifsues out of a low subterraneous 
cavern in a considerable stream and running a 
little distance empties itself into the fea. Where 
it rises I could not learn, but a gentleman who 
reddes quite the other side of the dty a&ured me 
it ran under hb house and several other of the in- 
habitants that lived nearer told me it lijLewise paised 
under theirs. The stream after its leaving the cabin 
is generally crowded by a great number of hatf 
naked nymphs bunly employed in washii^, and all 
the stones in die brook are nearly worn thro by the 
custom of beating their clothes on them. These 
females are seldom remarkable for beauty nor do 
I think the chaste Diana would deem any of them 
worthy of being enrolled in her immaculate train. 

Syracuse in the time of its highest splendor was 
considered as one of the wealthiest and most mag- 
nificent cities in the world. It was founded by Ar- 
chias a Corinthian and consisted of four parts or 
in a manner four cities connected together viz 
Acradina, Tyche, NeapoHs and Ortygk. The walls 
that surrounded the whole were twenty two miles 
in circumference. The buildings were superb — 
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adorned with the most costly marbles. At present 
the only part of the mighty Syracuse that remains 
is the Island of Ortyg^ that stands like a gloomy 
monument to point out the situation of former 
grandeur and vohiptuousnefs, to imprefe in a strik- 
ing manner on the mind of the traveller how un- 
certain are our most fkttring cakulations. 

Syracuse that was once the pride and wonder 
of the antient world, that r^<Mcing in its strength 
seemed to bid defiance either to the open attacks of 
violence or the slow and secret operations of time, 
whose buildings vast and impregnable seemed as 
durable as the mountains themselves and to require 
equal force to overturn them — Syracuse — has 
gradually crumbled into dust — it has disappeared 
from the face of the earth and hardly a vestige is to 
be found of its fmmer edifices. 

** The cloud capt towers — the gorgeous palaces , 
the solemn temples " are no more and ^^ like the 
baselefe fabric of a Vision" have almost literally 
left "not a wreck behind!" 

The inhabitants of the modem dty are as miser- 
able as the place they inhabit. Among the nobility 
the slightest observer may remark a continual con- 
tention between ostentation & indigence, False pride 
k real meane6 of spirit. The lower dafses are mis- 
erably poor servile & dishonest k abominably filthy. 
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The ofiicere of our ships are oontinuaUy followed 
by a r^;iiiient of beggars as they walk the streets 
who will not put up with a refusal. When our ves- 
sels first rendevouzed at Syracuse it was dangerous 
for the Americans to walk the ftreets at night as 
they were fi^uently attacked. The Sicilians how- 
ever soon found that th^ came off the worst in those 
encounters as the oflBoers w&re genotdly well armed 
— at {M^esent they have sunk into complete awe 
& respect of the Americans and anyone who talks 
Ei^lish may walk the streets at any time ai night 
in perfect security. 

[February] B^ 
I strolled about the town this morning in company 
with Cap^ Hall— Wadaworth Baker k Lieu^ Car- 
gill, in the course of our rambles we visited several 
convents, looking at their churches and endeavor- 
ing to get a sight of the nuns. 

The first we entered was the convent of S* Lu- 
cia. The church is very neat and prettily painted. 
At one end is a gallery for the nuns secured by a 
grating of Gilt iron. The nuns enter it by a door 
that opens from the convent. After having viewed 
the church sufficiently we returned to the parlour. 
Here victors who h^ve relations in the convent may 
be permitted to talk to them thro double iron grates 
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— but as we had no such pretence to plead we were 
not admitted to that indulg^ice. A curtain hung 
before die grating on the inside which excluded the 
riew of the interior. Some of the young nuns lifted 
it up to peep at us but on our advancing to speak to 
them, instantly let it drop and we could hear thexa 
tittering and laughing amcmg themselves for some 
time now and then venturmg another sly peep. At 
some of the other nunneries we were more fortu- 
nate — we were always readily admitted to a view 
of the churches and in one of them a novice hq)- 
pened to come into the gallery — as soon as she saw 
us she ran and called several of her companions. 
We endeavored to converse with them but our ig- 
mmmce of the languid prevented us, we however 
kept up a kind of conversation by signs and Baker 
was making love to them at an extravi^;ant rate. 
They seemed exceedingly delighted with our visit 
and laughd inceisantly, kifinng their hands to us 
most graciously. At two or three other conv^ts 
we had an opportunity in like manner of convtfsing 
a little with the nuns many of whom w&e quite 
young with health beauty k innocence blooming in 
their countenances. The poor girls seemed all ghd 
to see us and h^ppy to converse a little with us. 
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[Febnutry^ 10^ 
Thk morning I was again ramUing about among 
the convents in company with Lieu^ Morris & 
ly Baker. As it was Sunday the nuns k novices 
had leave to walk mi terraces on the tops of the 
convents. From hence they made signs to us as we 
paised waving thar handkerchiefe &c. In one street 
we w»« between the wings of two convents which 
were low enough to see and hear the nuns very dis- 
tinctly. Here we remained above an hour, talking to 
them in broken Italian. In one (^ them was a young 
novice that I think the most lovely girl that I have 
seen in Sicily. I am told she is absolutely resolved 
on taking the veil it being a matter of choice with 
her. This b not the case with all — many of them 
being compelld to it by their &milies. ^ noblanan 
here is seldom very rich and wishes to ksuve all his 
fortune with his title, of course if he has several 
daughters he cannot afiford to portion them all na- 
ther can he afford to 8U]^rt them should they 
remain unmarried. He is theref<M% obliged to put 
the younger ones in a convent. As the Sicilians are 
very apt to have numerous families the convaits 
seldom want for new candidates. It b a painful 
si^t to behold young females — endowed with all 
the graces of person and charms of countenance that 
can render a woman lovely — with apparent sensi- 
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bility of mind — sprightlinefs of manner & suscep- 
tibility of heart — shut up for ever from the world 
— deprived of those enjoyments most grateful to 
her age and sex and doomed to a solitary chea*le& 
life that presents nothing but an anticipation of the 
same tasteleis monotony and gloomy employments. 

In the evening I went to a masquerade at the thea- 
tre. An Italian masquerade is one of the most stupid 
amusements I have ever seen. I have been at feveral 
& found them all the lame. No attempt at supporting 
any particular character. The Italians are content to 
drebinany grotesque unmeaning habit thatcandraw 
a momentary laugh. A tall strapphig fellow in the 
dre& of a woman others as old men otho^ in a drefs 
partly made up of the garments of a woman & the 
other of those of a man. Thus stupidly accoutred they 
stalk up &down the room without speaking a word to 
any body for fear of bang reci^^nized by thdr voices. 

I had dre&ed myself in the character of an old 
physician which was the only dreis I could procure 
& had a vast deal of amusement among the officers. 
I spoke to them in broken English mingling Italian 
and French with it, so that they thought I was a 
Sicilian ; as I knew many anecdotes of almost all of 
them I teazed them the whole evening till at length 
one of them discoverd me by my voice which I hap- 
pened not to disguize at the moment. 
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lFebruary'\ W^ 
About half afto* dght this morning I took leave of 
Syracuse with extreme regret. I had found so many 
of my fellow countrymen there, that it almost ap- 
peared to me as if I was again in America. Many of 
them, too, such noble hearted fellows and of such 
real merit as to excite my admiration & esteem while 
they secured my warmest friendship. 

The party with which I set out consisted of Cap^ 
Hall commander of marines on board the Presi- 
dent — Wadsworth purser of the President and 
Wynn purser of the Congrefs and a smart active, 
French servant who spoke the Sicilian very fluently. 

Hall is a young fellow of Charlestown (S. C. ) 
about twenty six years of age of a lively disposition 
and very agreeable manners ; he will be my fellow 
traveller as ^ as Palermo as he is on an expedition 
to collect a band of Musicians for the ship and is 
determined to make the tour of all Sicily before he 
completes it. Wadsworth is about thirty — of Con- 
necticut; a fine manly fellow with much of the 
peculiar humour of his country. As to Wynn he is 
a handsome young fellow about five & twenty fiiU of 
spirits — "a fellow of infinite jest ' ' — that can tell 
a good story sing a good song or say a good thing 
equal to any man I ever saw. Wynn and Wads- 
worth travelled in a Latiga ; a kind of carriage that 
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resembles in some degree a Sedan chair excepting 
that it holds two persons fece to fece and is borne 
by two mules, one before the other behind. It is 
very easy — and well calculated for these rough 
roads. Hall & myself as likewise the Servant were 
on mules. The whole company was well armed with 
swords & pistols having been cautioned to provide 
against attacks as Sicily is reputed to be full of Ban- 
ditti. Our cavalcade made no mean appearance and 
we paraded out of S3rracuse with great 6clat. Our 
Equipage consisted of 1 1 men & 7 Horses. 

I shall ever remember the delight I felt upon turn- 
ing my back upon Syracuse. I had now reached 
to the extremity of my tour ; it seemed as if my face 
was turned homewards and that every step brought 
me nearer to America. 

For some distance after we left Syracuse the 
country was level and stoney. Away to our left at 
a great distance we descried the Hybla Mountains. 
After riding a little ways we paised a circular hole 
cut in the earth or rather rock that seemed to 
decend into a cavern of great magnitude — proba- 
bly some branch of the Catacombs. It is just aside 
of the road and must be highly dangerous to be- 
n^hted travellers. The rocks and sides of hills in 
the ndghborhood of Syracuse are strangely pierced 
into rocks & caverns many of which appear to be 
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natural others the remains of antient Quarries. After 
riding some distance we had a fine view of JEXobl 
at a vast distance — its summit covo^ with snow. 
The prospect reminded me of the scenoy of a the- 
atre — rows of olives planted each side of the road 
served for side scenes and beyond we peepd over 
the brow of a hill and behdd stretdid before us a 
vast extent of level country from which rose the stu- 
petaduous Mount Jltna. Its immense form seemed 
almost shadowy from the effect of distance. 

About noon we reached a convent of capuchins 
and as we had no jmispect of finding as good a 
place again we determined to stop there and dine 
having taken care to provide ourselves with some 
excellent salt beef & pork from one of the ships — 
which was ready boiled. The old fathers recaved 
us with much humble civility and produced us a 
pitcher of very good white wine which feemed to 
be the only article of luxury that the convent pos- 
sefsed for they were a very poor fraternity. 

We were shewn into a dirty room in the con- 
vent where we seated ourselves on rough benches 
around a dirty table, but cleanlinefs did not seem 
to form any part of the^good fathers creed. Hav- 
ing made a hearty meal we visited the chapel and 
different parts of the convent without finding any 
object worthy of attention excepting that one of the 
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monks shewed us in his cdl diffier^t articles in wax 
work of his manufacture. They w&e executed with 
much skill and neatneft consisting of small figures 
— he had taught himself — and often beguiled his 
soHtary hours by thb employment — afterwards 
sdling his productions at Catania. His choice of 
subjects shewed the melancholy turn of the monks 
thoughts — the one he was working on rejM^ented 
a corpse that was just becoming a fiarey to imects & 
loathsome reptiles. 

We quit the convent and remounted our mules 
in high spirits having dispatched acouj^e of pitchers 
of the good ftiars wine and a few glafses of their ro- 
solio for which we gave them a liberal recompense. 

The scenery thro which we paised in the after- 
noon was of a more varied nature than that of the 
morning and in son^ places very beautiful. The 
road was nothing more than a mule path — wind- 
ing along according to the nature of the ground 
sometimes climbing a hill and bordering along the 
edge of a precipice — from whence we had a view 
of a charming little valley of the richest fertility 
watered by a small stream. The mules are noted 
for their surenefs of foot and walk fearlefsly — tho 
cautiously along the brink of precipices of the most 
dangerous kii|d. 

The Sicilians always hang bells to the necks of 
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the mules as they say the animals are fond of the 
sound of them and will always travel more cheer- 
fully with them. 

The country around seemed but little cultivated 
and not very fertile — we pafted thro no villi^nes. 
In the afternoon we paised in sight of Augusta 
which lay on the sea shore in a bay a considerable 
distance on our right. This is a small fortified city 
and contains from 8 to 10 thousand inhabitants. 

This is the Megara of the Antimts, originally 
called Hybla and famous for the excellence of its 
Honey. There were three Hyblas in Sicily — Hybla 
— Major — Minor & Parva — the latter is the one 
in question tho all three dispute the credit of having 
been the one so celebrated for its honey — authors 
have been inclined to yield it to the latter from 
its bdng in the neighbortiood of the small nver 
of which I spoke in the preceding page antiently 
termed the Alabus and whose banks are ever cov- 
erd with flowers & odoriferous plants from whence 
to this day is procured the finest honey. Augusta 
has a small castle situated on a rock in the sea which 
had a picturesque appearance from the place where 
we viewd it. 

In the evening after sun down we arrived at a 
miserable village which our muleteers called (per- 
haps in derinon) Poveretto del Mondo. At any rate 
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the name was characteristic of it for a more pov- 
erty struck place I never beheld. The inhabitants 
were ragged dirty and meagre and thdr habitations 
low wretched hovels. Yet our muleteers intended 
that we should stop here for the night. We refused 
and ordered them to proceed on to Lentini where 
we were sure of a tolerable inn & expected to meet 
with M' Dyson the American agent who had set 
off two or three days before us. The muleteers be- 
gan to expostulate in the bawling vodferous man- 
ner of the Sicilians, representing the badneis of the 
roads the danger of Banditti &c. But we were im- 
moveable in our resolution of proceeding. As for 
the badnefs of the roads, a bright moonlight ren- 
derd us easy as to that — and in respect to Ban- 
ditti — we were five of us — well armd and could 
give them a tolerable reception, beddes we scarcely 
imagined that we could run a greater hazard of 
having our throats cut on the road than in such a 
vilainous looking place as the Village. We there- 
fore obliged the muleteers, tho unwillingly, to pro- 
ceed. We found, in truth, that they had not de- 
ceived us respecting the roads which were extremely 
stoney and rugged but the evening was bright and* 
delightful and our mules found their way without 
stumbling. In two or three places the road wound 
thro hollows surrounded by precipices which were 
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full of daxk caverns. In many of these the peasants 
live who tend flocks of sheep or h^vls of cattle driv- 
ing the animals into the caverns at night. These 
wild & solitary places seemed admirably calculated 
for the haunts of Banditti and having heard so 
much of the numerous bands that infest Sidly I al- 
most expected sometimes to see a troop rush from 
one of the cavens as we paisd. Our march how- 
ever was unmolested except now and then by a 
shepherds Dog who disturbed by the noise of our 
beUs & the bawling of the muleteers sallied out with 
open mouth in defence of his masters property. At 
a late hour we arrived at Lentini where we found 
a tolerable Inn for Sicily tho it would have been 
consido^ execrable in any other country. We had 
a supper which to our sharp stomachs seemed deli- 
cious. 

The people furnished us with fowls &c which 
our Servant cooked very decently. In &ct we found 
him a most useful fellow. He was half Frenchman 
half Italian understood French Italian — ^cilian & 
English and could turn his hand to any thing. We 
were fiimished with clean beds and paised the night 
very comfortably congratulating ourselves contin- 
ually at having escaped the filth & wretchedness ol 
Poveretto del Mondo, 
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IFebruatyl \2^ 
Brfore setting off this moniing we walked about 
the town which is but an indifferent place tho rich 
in convents & churches. This is said to be one of 
the most antient cities of ^cily and to have been 
originally inhabited by the Lestrigons — it still re- 
tains its antient name tho slightly changed (from 
Leontino to Lentini) . Hercules is said to have given 
them a Lion for a standard from whence probably 
is derived the name of the dty . The Lestrigons and 
Cyclops were the original inhabitants of Sicily and 
represented as savages & cannibals — clothed in 
skins & living in caves of the mountains. All his- 
torians join in mentioning that the original people 
of Sicily lived in caves and probably the vast num- 
ba* of caves to be s^en at this day throughout Sicily 
may have been their habitations. The poorer cki& 
of peasants in Sidly even at present abide frcquaitly 
in holes in the rocks which they fit up into rooms 
closing theentrances with rude mason work of stones 
& mud & leaving doors & windows, which have a 
singular appearance in the sides of the {H-ecipices. 
In the morning we pafsed thro a series of de- 
li^tful plains the soil of which appeared extremely 
fertile and was clothed with the freriiest verdure. 
These were the antient Lestrigonian plains cele- 
brated by the Antients for their fertility ; at a dis- 
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tance we saw Lake Beverio which fable relates to 
have been made by Hercules. It abounds with fi§^ 
& wild fowl, among the former is a species of eel 
hig^hly esteemd by epicures. We pafsed over a hill 
on which were some antient ruins which we were 
told were the remains of an Amphitheatre tho to 
me they had little the appearance of bdng so. I 
endeavored at a house hard by to gtt some infor- 
mation concerning them and the name of the city 
that must antiently have stood there — but these 
were questions which it could not be expected that 
Sicilian peasants should answer who seem to me 
to have few ideas that do not relate to their imme- 
diate interest or concerns. 

At length we had a noble view of Catania from 
an eminence. Brfore us lay the great Catanian 
plains specled with troops of cattle and watered 
by the wandering Giarretta (the antient Simetus) . 
Beyond it was the beautiful city of Catania its fair 
walls reflected in the tranquil bosom of the vast 
bay at the bottom of which it is situated — and be- 
hind it rose the Mighty ^tna its sides streakd with 
black torrents of lava and its summit presenting a 
contrast of cheerlefe winter to the luxuiient spring 
that smiled around its skirts. We arrived at Catania 
about two oclock and put up at the hotel of the 
golden Lion. 
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The streets of Catania had a lively appearance, 
a|Ki gave an idea of the cities being populous. 
Handsome carriages with rich liveries are very com- 
mon — but this is the case in most Italian and Sicil- 
ian towns — every person who would aspire to gen- 
tility & fashion must keep a carriage. There is 
generally a corso in the vicinity of the town — or in 
de&ult of it — a large street within the town — 
where the fashionable world resort in the evening 
in their carrii^es and ride up & down in two lines 
saluting each other as they pafs. 

In Catania this takes place in the principal 
street into which the windows of our Hotel look. 
They also drive round the square in front of the 
Cathedral. When the carriages have driven three 
or four times about the corso they generally draw 
out of the main stream and stand still surveying 
the other carriages as they pais by in review. 

This appears to me a most insipid recreation 
and by no means comparable to a ramble in a 
public walk where one may meet & talk with ones 
friends — for here there is no such thing as con- 
versation — every thing is carried on by pantomime 
and they can only salute their friends by a nod of the 
head or wave of the hand as they whirl past each 
other. 

While at dinner we were waited on by the 
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Chevalier Landolini to whom we hud lm>ught Let- 
ters of introduction from his Brother who is anti- 
quarian to the King of Naples at Syracuse. 

llie Chevalier is a Knight of Malta and related 
to some of the first families in Catania. He is a 
very lively agreeable little fellow of about 45 years 
of age and has politely offerd to be our cicerone in 
shewing us the curiosities of the place. 

After dinner (the Chevalier having left us) we 
went to the cathederal which is dedicated to S^ 
Agatha the Saint who has Catania under her pe- 
culiar protection. As there was a ftte in honor of 
the Saint — the cathederal was to be superbly illu- 
minated and the inu^ of the Saint to be carried 
round in religious procefeion. It was dark when we 
enterd the church which we found lighted up by an 
immense number of wux candles stuck around the 
cornices &c. It W3s crowded by the populace repeat- 
ing their prayers most vociferously. The Service was 
performing and the organ played one of those pieces 
of church music in which the Italians so highly 
excel. After bustling about thro the crowd for a 
long time we at length found ourselves in front of 
the chapel of S^ Agatha which is at the upper end 
of the church & seperated from the rest of it by a 
Grate of gilt Iron. We were looking thro the grate 
when an old gentleman who was seated on the in- 
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Side with two ladies — observing by our dreb that 
we were strangers came and spc^e to the guard who 
immediatdy opened the grate and desired us to 
walk in. We complied most cheerfully as we had 
been much incommoded by the cro¥Fd whose curi- 
osity appeared to be highly excited by the uniform 
of my companions & our strange langimge. The 
old gentleman was extremely polite to us — shew- 
ing us the interior of the chapel. He introduced us 
to the Ladies — one of whom spoke French very 
fluently & I had a long conversation with her. 
From thdr manners and the profound respect shewn 
them we judged them to be people of distinction. 
In about half an hour the procefsion commenced 
from the other side of the church — the jMiests 
bearing the bust of S^ Agatha under a crimson vel- 
vet canopy. They were surrounded by the throng 
who were enthusiastic in their exclamations — 
stretching their arms towards the image — throw- 
ing their hats into the air and making the most 
hideous uproar. It was brought into the chapel 
where we wtre standing — the folding doors of 
which were immediately closed — the mob prelsed 
against the bars — stretching their anns thro the 
grates and calling on their SanHsdma^ earimma 
Semia Jgatha (most holy and dear S^ Agatha). 
The bust was deposited in an inner part of the 
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chapel where it is incloaed in a curious shrine rep- 
resenting a gothic building — which contains also 
the heart of S* Agatha — these valuable articles are 
secured by strong Iron doors. 

We were admitted into this mnetum mmeiarum 
and allowed to examine the image as narrowly as 
we pleased — which considering its extramxlinary 
sanctity and our bdng vile heretics was an unusual 
stretch of civility. 

It is the figure of a good natured looking little 
woman and is covo^ over with predous stones 
to an immense amount so that we no longer won- 
derd at the care with which it was secured by bolts 
& bars. 

This S^ Agatha is looked up to by the populace 
of Catania with peculiar reverence and devoticm — 
for they consider her as their chirfSafeguard against 
the tremenduous convulsions and flaming tcxroits 
of iEtna. 

These people must certainly be of the most stead- 
fast faith in matters of religion for tho S^ Agatha 
has pamitted their city to be repeatedly kid in ruins 
yet they still place as great confidence in her pro- 
tection as ever. I was mentioning to a Sicilian Ser- 
vant at the Inn my opinion that S^ Agatha was 
rather carelefs of her charge when in 1 693 she suf- 
fcffd a torrent of Lava to overwhelm the largest & 
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finest part of Catania. He shook his head and said 
the saint was not to blame. The people of Catania 
had been very wicked and inattentive to their de- 
votions when S^ Agatha determined to g^ve them 
a lefson. She therefore permitted the Lava to over 
run a part of Catania, that the other part might 
see from what mismes she had preserved them & 
take warning accordingly. Such is the flimsy man- 
ner in which the priests impose upon the credulity 
of this superstitious people. 

N B. In this sanctum sanctorum I had my pocket 
picked. 

[./f/ this fioint, Irving left forty^x blank 
fiagea in his elaborated Notes, or Journal, 
mth the evident intention of JUling them 
later with the aid of his hasty Travelling 
Notes, ^s that intention was not carried 
out, the Travelung NoTEs,/rom February 
13 to March 7, 1805, are suhstUutedhere.'\ 

IFebruary'] 13 
Our arrival has got wind among the town world and 
we have been crowded this morning with amber mer- 
chants beggars &c. An old monk brought us a pres- 
ent of some pickles & oranges for which of course 
we had to pay 5 times their value— in &ct our 
room is in a continual crowd and coniusion. After 
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breakfiuit the Chevalier Landolini arrived and we 
went with him to see some vaults the decent to 
which is in front of the Cathederal of S^ Agatha. 
These are ranains of antient Grecian baths. They 
are arched and built of brick & lava and extend to 
a considerable distance — on some parts where the 
walls were i^aisterd are the traces of antient coarse 
reliefe of figures &c — in one place we were shewn an 
aqueduct of limpid water that runs thro the vault 
having been constructed in modem times. The vaults 
are not as high as they formerly were bang filld 
up in a great degree by earth. They are extremdy 
perfect and in several of the posts the holes are re- 
maining for the admifsion of the pivots or hinges 
upon which the doors turned. These vaults ex- 
tend unda* the Streets and we heard the carriages 
rolling over our heads makinga rumbling like thun- 
da*. In those places the vaults are secured by plais- 
tering latterly. The walls in many places are ex- 
tremely wet and the wata dropping congeals 
below. From hence we went to a place where the 
Lava had overflowed the walls. We descended in a 
large openii^ of the lava by a stairs to the levd c^ 
the ground where there is an excellent spring of 
water. The lava here is about 80 feet deep. In 
anotha place we descended into anotha hole where 
we were pointed out the place to which the sea for- 
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ina*ly flowed and a granite pillar to which they 
used to tie veisels. The sea is now driven back to a^ 
great distance by the lava. After examining these 
we went to the ruins of the antient theatre. This was 
built in form of a half circle and must have been ex- 
tremdy magnificent — built of Lava — three ranges 
of seats lobbies & stairs still perfect — seats also re- 
maining but stripped of the marble that formerly 
coverd them. This Theatre was filled up with earth 
by an earthquake but the forma* prince of Biscaris 
had it cleard out at a great expence. He found in it 
a great number of statues cornices medals & small 
figures &c which he placed in his Museum. This 
theatre has been of a vast size and together with the 
extent & magnificence of the other ruins testifies 
that this has been a grand & important place for- 
merly. We then repaired to the Museum of the 
Prince of Biscaris where we were shewn a number 
of antique statues with andque figures utensils &c 
&c in bronze — a handsome collection of minerals 
& stones — some old armor which we tried on. It 
had been richly gilt and ornamented. There was 
also a lance without a point such as was formerly 
used in jousts — an enormous sword — weapons 8c 
fire arms of different ages 8c countries, monstrous 
kettles, antique vases. 

At dinner we were attended by a band of musi- 
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cians as Cap^ Hall is about aigag^g one for the 
ship. In feet we are crowded by every species of 
being as we have been a little free with our money 
— just as we were finishing our dinner a woman 
enterd who juggled with cards &c we of course had 
to see her tricks. When walking the streets we have 
generally a dozen or two at our heds attracted by 
the sight of the regimentals. 

In the evening went to the op&& where we met 
the Chevalier Landolini who carried us to two or 
three boxes & introduced us to the Princess [Gra- 
maca] and several other ladies of Nobility — they 
were very polite and I found some that could talk 
French. They were very particular in eiiquiring 
about America 8c what language we spoke — they 
could hardly believe that we were the same as the 
English — 

IFelnvary'] 14 
Thb morning we visited the convent of {^blank'] here 
we were introduced to the Abbefe but she had taken 
care to send the handsome nuns out of sight. The 
nuns asked for loaf sugar to make sweet things — 
they also asked if we had any seed of American 
flowers — we were sorry that we had none with us. 
Visited the Convent of Benedictines — fine church 
of noble size — degant altars of the best marble 
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several of the real verd-antique. The convent of 
vast extent with a dipd garden the earth spread on 
the antient lava — after viewing the convent & gar- 
den we returned to church where we heard a piece 
of exquisite music on the finest organ in Italy — 
imitadon of echo. Visited an antient ampitheater 
under the ground having been coverd by lava — 
it is clearing out at present — chambers for wild 
beasts — apertures for giving them food &c. 

We cant stop to purchase any thing but that we 
are surrounded by a crowd who stare at us as if we 
had drop* from the cloud. 

In the afternoon we paid another visit to the con- 
vent of Benedictines to see their museum. This con- 
sists of a very handsome collection of antiques natu- 
ral history Sec but arranged in glafs cases which are 
very dirty so that we could not examine them. The 
convent has likewise a large library — corridors of 
the convent 700 feet long — fine view from cupola. 
Lava runs round the city. In the evening to the 
masquerade at theatre — place small. We were in 
Dominos. Went in Box of Princess [Gramaca] 
danced — saw a number of handsome faces. 

P S. This morning walking with Wadsworth 
early we were addre&ed by achikl of about 12 years 
old clothd in the tatterd garments of a student who 
gave us a very long detail in elegant Italian of the 
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distrefses of his family 8cc &c & deured charity. 
We had heard before of this boy as bdng remark- 
ably smart having taught himself to speak Latin 
fluently 8cc and that his conversation was particu- 
larly correct. We desired him to call at the Hotel 
when all of us would be together & might give him 
something handsome. He called accordingly when 
the officers had determined to take him [^Thepage 
is left unfiniahtd in the manuseript.'] 



'[Feftnmry] 15 
This morning went with the Chevalier Landolini 
to see a Rufsian Painter who has been taking views 
of Mount MtttSL, He shewd sevral very elegant 
sketches and drawings of his of diff*erent parts of 
Sicily — returned to dine — we were immediately 
botherd by amber merchants 8cc. A monk brot us 
a present of fruit and a little while after there came 
a large cake coverd with sugar from the convent 

of 

After dinner we set out on mules to ascend part 
of Mount JEstttSL. We had been afsured repeatedly 
that it was impofsible to get to the summit but 
we were determined to fee as much as we could. 
Chevalier Landolini accompanied us part of the way 
on an el^;ant horse. Miserable roads over the lava. 
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Port of Achilles — vast floods of lava ^ — sur&ce un- 
even in many places coverd with the richest soil & 
verdure & amazingly fertile — in others the soil was 
just b^^inning to form itself and presented a curi- 
ous picture of trees growing out of black lava — 
pretty mountaineer girl — delightful view of Ca- 
tania — plains of Catania & Syracuse & sea — riant 
landscape — villages built of Lava — but very mis- 
erable — Port of Ulyises pointed out to us — three 
rocks in the sea called Cyclops — they are the rocks 
the poet sud the Cyclops threw after the ship of 
Ulyfses. B^^gar woman with two daughters de- 
manded charity — one of the girls had a fine coun- 
tenance which looked lovely in spight of her rags 
and dirt. Arrived at the country house of our Land- 
lord situated in the village of 

Shortly after our arrival we went with Landlord 
to the house of Don Luigi Antonio Vaapisardi one 
of the first personages in the village who has a con- 
versazione at his house every evening. He speaks 
French so that I could converse fieely with him. 
I found him very intelligent & agreeable & much 
of the gentleman. In a little while a number mort 
of the villagers droppd in so that we had a clever 
assemblage — the evening passd in singing music 
8c dancing. This is the way — song — dance [^toard 
obUteraied'] that we pafs our time. We are re- 
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movd from the great world surrounded by kva in 
the old habitations of the Cyclops — we must there- 
fore depend upon each other for pleasure & amuse- 
ment & cultivate the utmost harmony. Don Luigi 
supped with us & I was continually delighted with 
the ingenious nature of his remarks. 



[^February] 16 
This morning Don Luigi breakfasted with us after 
which we set forward to ascend higher up this 
mountain. 

Miserable villages — beggar woman. Lava boils 
as it flows — last eruption from Mount Rofso — 
aisaided the crater — minerals — ashes lava 1 league 
& >i — extensive prospect. Land extended to Adri- 
atic. Superb prospect — Catania — plains with riv- 
ers winding thro it. Syracuse — Calabria — moun- 
tains coverd with snow — plain of sand. The sum- 
mit does not make eruptions apy more — coverd 
with clouds — cloudy day. Stones around the crater. 
Side of crater broken for the escape of the kva — 
barren region destroyed by the eruptions — crater 
of an old volcano about the time of J. C. — gatherd 
minerals &c — fired off a Pistol to hear the echoes — 
descended rapidly — crofsd the plain of sand to the 
convent of S* Nichoki d' Arena formerly the habi- 
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tatKHi of the fathers of the benedictine conveit of 
Catania. 300 years old. Old monk received us — 
gave us good wine resembling muscat — birds in 
the convent — Cupid & Psyche — gave us a small 
keg of wine. We had to g^ve up ascending the 
mountain further as the day was advanced and it 
threatned rain — we therefore descended. Snow 
&lling on the sunmiit — raind below — all the high 
parts of the mountain coverd with clouds — road 
thro the lava — Thought of my friends as I rode 
along — arrived at village 8c had hardly descended 
when all the folks flockd to dini^ so that we had 
hardly time to get into another room to dreis — 
Jovial time at dinner. Seated ourselves aside the 
girls & made love to them. The visitors eat raven- 
ously & got half tipsey — brought in Rosolio which 
they seemd to relish mightily. Hot punch finishd 
the businefs — they were quite happy & noisy & 
loving — we adjourned to the house of Don Luigi 
where we had music & dancing the whole evening. 
Set out this morning to return to Catania. Don 
Luig^ calld to bid usfarewdl — Joannes unlucky fall 
whereby secrets came to light — saw our moun- 
tain la&es at a window — rainy morning — Arrived 
safe at Catania. Last Sunday in carnival — firing 
of guns. Masqued figures in the street — two oki 
whimsical looking men in silk coats with books 
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one blank which they shewd to people [H^etending 
to tell thdr fortune 8c while they were looking tumd 
over a page 8c blew a quantity of flour in thdr 
feces — A sportsman who had a gun of reed iilld 
with dust — he came bdiind people as they lookd 
another way tap* them on the shoulder 8c when they 
tumd round blew the dust in thdr faces — punch- 
indlos with bladders on the end of sticks with 
which they flogg* the multitude — a man in gro- 
tesque habit seated in a childs chair on wheels drawn 
by four Punchindlos — Group oi Dancers See. 

In the evening at Opera — benefit of the prima 
donna who sent us tickets. The audience brilliant 
— a great number of handsome women. 



IFebruaty] 17 
Walked about the city — large convents. Houses 
mostly new the old city having been destroyed by 
the eruptions of Etna. Streets long 8c straight 8c 
intersect each other at right angles. Numerous car- 
riages of the nobility which drive backwards 8c for- 
wards thro the prindpal streets in the evenings. 
Number of men with swords carrying a man to 
inison. His brotho* pelted them with stones — he 
was chased by a man with a sword 8c pistol but 
who did not dare to approach him — he got safe 
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to a church where of course he was protected — 
dastardly nature of a Sicilian mob. 



^February] 18 
This mcMtiing visited the cabinet of natural history 
of Dcm Joseph Jeranne — fine collection of volcanic 
productions of Mount Etna, Veisuvius & the Li- 
pari islands with a variety of other Sicilian produc- 
tions. Visited the calBE 8c billard room of the no- 
bility, introduced by Landolini. Rece^ an invitation 
to a ball & masque to be given this evening at the 
Hotel De Ville by the nobility. 

In the evaiing at the masque — saloon large & 
crowded — great variety of masques but poorly sup- 
ported — number of handsome womai. Had great 
attention shewd us — danced several times. Parted 
with regret from the cavalier. Italian masquotuies 
stu}Hd Letter given us by the Princeis [Gramaca] 
for her sister in Palermo. Women in Catania very 
lecherous — thdr intrigues — fond of strangers. 
Amber found in great Quantities in a small riva* 
near to Catania. 

{^Februart/X 1 9 
Set out this morning on our rout to Palermo — 
our retmue was Cap^ Hall his sery^ the muleteer 
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8c myself — rainy in abundance — Chevalier Lan- 
dolini came to bid us farewdl and to accompany 
us on our rout for the day but was deterd by the 
rain — bid Honest Winn farewell — raind contin- 
ually as we rode thro the Catanian plain — surf beat- 
ing on the sea shore — had to stop at a house named 
a tavern to shdter from the severe rain *<- miserable 
hut — old man 8c woman 8c several children hud- 
dled round a iire in the middle of the hut on the 
earth — with no otho* aperture for the anoke to es- 
cape but the door — voinin — hunger of the people 
— pretty girl but dirty & ragged — 3 miles to the 
next village. The people good humord but rude in 
thdr manners. Old women enquired what could 
induce such [Twopmgei oftht manuscript have been 
rendered illegible by expoiure to dampnem.^ 

People had no room in the house for us to sleep as 
it consbted of but two miserable little rooms. They 
informed us that we might sleep in the chapel which 
was the other side of the road facing their house. 
We acceded to the proposition with pleasure as we 
were in hopes of finding leis fleas there. Poor Louis 
who had by this time got over his uckneis made 
a wry &ce at the idea of sleeping in the chapel he 
said he had every pofsible respect for Le ban dieu 
but he should not wish him for a Mattre de Hotel. 
We had a quantity of straw spread in one comer 
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of the chapd on which we spread a matrafs we had 
brought with us — we were funushd with a small 
lamp 8c a pot of oil and securing the door of the 
Chapel with a bolt & a stake that we found within 
we corerd ourselves with a blanket 8c great coat 
with our portmanteaus under our heads for pillow 
— poor Louis sjH'ead some straw alongside of our 
naattrafs and laying a mule cloth ova* it he desired 
Le bon dieu to entatain his visitors wdl — we had 
brought all our baggage into the chapel 8c put our 
swords 8c pistols under our heads. 1 never slept 
sounder in my life but poor Louis complaind ter- 
ribly in the morning that what between fleas 8c the 
furies of the rain he had not slept an hour the whole 
night. In the morning sat out at day break and con- 
tinued al(Hig the plains — country still level but 
mountains in the distance — beautiful sunrise, i&tna 
partially visible. The country rich soil — a fine loam 
but cardeisly cultivated — people squalid 8c misera- 
ble. Round stones in the plain such as were antiently 
used in battles thrown by a machine called Oaia* 
puUa — great number of wild pidgeons plover cur- 
lews snipe 8cc — betweai 7 8c 8 odock arrived at 
the village Monomente 8 miles from Oisero — con- 
sists oi ranges of low cabins — inn wretched — they 
had never feen Americans before. 

Set out after break&st in the rain it however 
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soon held up 8c the afternoon was deligfatfiil — rich 
foil — pkuns well cultivated — no hedges fences or 
enclosures — people live in miserable straw hovels 
probably temporary — plow with wooden plows — 
vast flocks of sheep & homed cattle — Pa6d thro 
die celebrated vale of Enna where Proserjmie was 
carried off by Pluto. Here was antiently a city of 
the &me name with a cdebrated temple to Ceres. 
Plain has flowers scatterd over it even at this time 
of year but must be infinitely so in spring. No trees 
to be seen on our route ; towns situated on Hills 
viz. S^Phillipod'Arragone, Aisaro 8cc — mules bad 
continually stumbling — roads muddy. 

Arrived at village of Quadarara — a few wretched 
houses. Inn without master & hardly any furniture 
— purchased fowls 8c set Louis to work to fricaasee 
them 8c make soup — comfortable supper. The 
landlord brought us a large mattrab, Hall chose to 
sleep on it. I examind it 8c found it so full of fkas 
that I prefer^ to sjH'ead his mattrefe on six chairs 
8c wrapping myself [in] a great coat slept in it with 
portmanteau 8c pistols under my head. Louis slept 
in an adjoining littie chamber. I had scarcely got 
asleep when I was awoke by him calling in Italian 
^^whos there," I asked him what was the matter 
and he said he heard some one at the door. I laid my 
hand on a pistol with a determination to fire if the 
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door opend. 1 heard nothing however & aoon fell 
asleep when I was i^;ain awakned by Louis' voice. 
He had heard another ncMse at the door and seizing 
his du*k he groped along to it and opened it when 
in bolted a poor dog who had probably been at- 
tracted by the smell of our supper. 1 had a hearty 
lau^ at Louis' adventure. Slept soundly but Hall 
8c Louis were kept awake half the nig^t with the 
fleas. 

IFebruary] 22 

Sat off at Sunrise — cold morning — slight shower 
— country mountainous — hedges of Aloes & 
prickly pear — plantations of olives & almonds the 
latter in full bloom. Castrogiovanni oti a high 
mountain — said to be a good town with a large 
castle & lake on top of a mountain. Ascended to 
the town of Cabsdbetta built on a nd^hboring 
mountain. It is a principality — difficult ascent, 
winding intricately among the defiles and often 
along the edges of immense predjMces — road slip- 
pery — my horse stumbled sevral times in the most 
dangerous places — enterd the lower part of the 
town & rode along the brink of a precijMce — cav- 
cms in the rock where people lived — miserable 
houses — a variety of wretchednefe. People stared 
at us with the most stupid surprise. For a hotel 
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they were agoing to shew us over a jail — we got 
into a mkerable chamber with a dirty wooden table 
a bench & two crazy chairs — Town was antiently 
built by Count Rugerio who o^cted a strong castle 
here for the purpose of subduing the neighboring 
dty of Castrogiovanni — 15 churches — poor con- 
vent for women — 5000 inhabitants — fine pros- 
pect from the highest part of the town — cultivated 
hills around Valley of Enna — at a distance ^tna — 
shrouded in clouds — ^bay of Catania. The house 
where we break&sted at was soon surrounded by 
b^^gars. Gave an old decrepid man the remains of 
our meal. He pocketed the cold fowl & drank nearly 
a bottle of wine at a draught. When we mounted 
our mules we were surrounded by ragged chiklren 
b^^ing — we had a number of coppers in our 
pockets and threw them among them — they fell 
to soambling & in the mean time we got off. Road 
continually ascending & descending mountains — 
cold wind on the summits. 

P.S. Shepherd boy on side of a hill near the valley 
of Enna playing on a reed — Mountain at a distance 
with snow on the summit — cro&d the river [bianlc] 
repeatedly. About H past three arrivd at the village 
of Alimena — it consists of miserable cabins with 
two or three convents & churches — it is a marquis- 
ite. Inn more tolerable than any we have seen on our 
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rout having several rooms — fat Landlady — filth of 
the streets — abject misery of the mhabitants — We 
had but made 20 miles this day and there were still 
sevral hours of sun but our driver told us we must 
restho^ — it was 18 miles to the next village and the 
roads were bad so that we would be unable to arrive 
thi&re till long after dark. The fellow seems a stupid 
animal and has delayd us greatly by his bad mules 
Sec — he promised to procure an additional mule 
to morrow & to get us to Termini in the evening. 
Hall swore if he decieved him in this aisurance he 
would give him a sound drubbing. We were to have 
got to Palermo in two days & half and now we shall 
be near 5 days. Had comfortable beds without fleas 
and slept sound. 

^February'} 23 
Sat ofl* at day break. Muleteer had provided a 
horse in place of a mule that had tired yesterday — 
the Horse worse than the mule — Louis threatnd 
him with the bastinado. The roads mountainous & 
muddy — country solitary — hardly a hut to be seen 
8c those that we did see were more miserable than 
the cabins of our savi^;es many of them caverns in 
the rocks. I had continual amusement with poor 
Louis & hb horse — the animal always laggd be- 
hind and he abused him incelsantly. The muleteer 
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ioosled it was a good mule and was a little boister- 
ous till Louis pull^ out a jHStol 8c swore he would 
shoot him. The poor muleteer threw up his hands 
& fiarted back in astonishment ^^ Ah mon dio — 
mon dio " cried he. He took care afterwards to keep 
at a good distance from Louis. We arrived about 1 
odock at Caltavuturo a small vilhige — a Barony. 
Here we were shewn to a wretched hotel. We im- 
mediately orderd the muleteer to get another horse. 
A few moments after Louis came up on foot — he 
had stuck in the mud — floggd the owner of the 
horse & walkd on foot. The poor muleteer had a 
crowd around him to whom he related his provi- 
dential escape frt>m a man whom he declard had 
intended to take away his life. As soon as Loub 
enterd the tavern he flogged the other muleteer and 
told him if he did not get a better animal and arrive 
at Termini that night he would give him a tremen- 
duous bastinado. The threat had a good e£fect — we 
had an excellent horse and performed the rest of our 
days Journey with redoubled dispatch. Caltavuturo 
is situated in a picturesque manner on a mountain 
with rock towering over it on the fummit of 
which are the ruins of an old castle. On several 
rocks at a distance are the ruins of other castles — 
rugged descent fixim the mountain — wild country 
— maiaes of Rock. Arrived on sea coast — saw 
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Termini at a distance — road along aea coast. Ar- 
rived at Termini after dark — much fatigued — 
laid down & slept till supper. At supper we heard 
that there was to be a ball in the evening at a pri- 
vate house but that we would be readily admitted. 
A gentleman enterd our room in masque of a Turk 
who oilerd to introduce us there as he was an ac- 
quaintance. Hall who is ever ready for a frolic urged 
me to go. I consented 8c in sport drdsd myself 
in one of his uniform coats 8c paiad for a captain. 
Handfome house — numerous company — polite 
reception. There was a ballet of the wood cutters 
to commence the ball. Several of the company hekl 
up scenery. We had partners introduced to us. I 
danced with the daughter of the Baron Palmeria 
the master of the house 8c afterwards with another 
lady of the town. They were all very attentive to us. 
The master of the house r^^tted that we could 
not stay longer at Termini in which case he should 
have been happy to have shewn us every pofsibk 
attention 

Termini contains about 3000 Inhabitants — the 
politer part live in the upper part of the town (as it 
is built on the side of a hill) and have a very neat 
street there. I have no doubt that Termini b the 
antient Himera celebrated for its mineral baths 
which still exist -and are in h^h repute. They were 
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said to be made by Minerva and are beneficial in 
a variety of diaeaaes. The town is most delight- 
fully situated commanding from its high parts a 
fine view of the Mediterranian and of the Sicilian 
coasts. From Termini we parted about 8 oclock. 
The road was a very good turnpike and continued 
along the sea coast — the surrounding scenery very 
handsome. We pa&d thro the village of La Prata 
that has an extremely picturesque old castle in good 
preservation. Another village of S* Michele has 
also an old castle on the shore & antient gates. The 
country highly diversified by plantations, noble pal- 
laces, villages &c. Road borderd on each side by 
Aloes Indian Fig and sometimes rows of trees. Hail 
ftorm — noble bay of Palermo. Rather too large 
— city has a beautiful appearance at a distance. 
Grotesque Palace with ima^;es of Monsters &c. Su- 
perb gardens along the road. Arrive in Palermo at 
2 oclock. Drefsd and calld on the American agent 
M*" Gibbs to whom we had letters — found there 
M' Amory of Boston to whom I had a letter. He 
is going thro Europe the same route with me & 
we arranged to be travelling companions. 

After sitting a while we sat off in Gibbs open 
carriage for the grand street where as it is one of 
the three last days of carnival there are great diver- 
sions. Carriages in two lines one each side of the 
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(Ireet pafs each other & pelt one another with fugar 
plumbs — cars [?] with grotesque figures with tin 
shields wage war on every carriage. One very hand- 
some representing a mill & having a number of 
Ladies & gentlemen of the nobility in it — we had 
provided a bag of Sugar plumbs to defend ourselves 
but it soon was expended and we had to procure 
two others. We were completely pepperd. A tre- 
menduous storm of hail & rain at first interrupted 
the sport but as soon as it ceasd they commencd 
agaip with redoubled fury. The balconies of the 
houses on each side of the street full to the very 
garret with spectators among whom were several 
of the handsomest women of Palermo — the street 
crowded by the rabble who eagerly scrambled for 
the fugar plumbs &^ bonbons that were thrown. 
Vast number of carriages in Palermo. In theevening 
to the Opera — first actreis good — after opera they 
removed the seats, lowerd the ftage & prepared for 
a Masque. Masquerade numerous but indifferent 
— the only good characters WCTe a Diogenes — 
four shepherdefses supported by some noble ladies 
and a walking Vefimvius that vomited flames & 
had red hot lava represented very ingeneously. No- 
bility supped in their boxes. 



dbyGoogk 



136 PAL£RMO 

[Febrmry'} 24, 
This morning walked out with Amoiy 8c Hall to 
look at the city — four Principal streets meet at 
right angles & form a croft. High houses with 
iron Bakonies — visited the church of the [bUmIc] 
convent. It is incrusted within fit>m the floor to the 
deling with marble worked in mosaic. The work- 
manship is good but the tout ensemble in my 
opinion is too much overcharged and shews rather 
a taste for the minute than for the simple grandeur 
that I think b most appropriate for a church. 

The street is crowded by people and carriages 
and you are continually jostled by one and startled 
by the other. 

The better order of people generally ride in their 
carriages and it is esteemed almost despicable to be 
feen walking. The gentlemen to be fure sometime 
walk in the morning on the Marina which is a noble 
prominade along the fea shore in front of the city 
at least 100 yards wide — along the margin of the 
sea is a fine foot walk of flag stones about 10 or 1 2 
feet wide. As the use of ones limbs is determined 
here to be vulgar & plebian we resolved to set up our 
equipage also. We have hired a handsome chariot 
at 2 Dollars a day for the time we shall stay here. 
This afternoon we made our dekit in it on the 
Marina where we found a grand display of the 
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nobility in their carriages, this bang the fiishionable 
resort in the afternoon to fee & be feen. We saw 
very few handsome ladies. We were honord by a 
very polite bow twice from the Vice roy as he rode 
by in his carriage. 

P.S. He has 4 running footmen in uniform' Sc 
four footmen behind the carriage. 

We dind this day with M' Gibbs where we 
found Amory and a Sicilian gentleman. After din- 
ner we drove to the Princefe Camporeak to whom 
we had brought letter fit>m her sister the Princeis 
MariiM^na Gramaca of Catania. We found her 
seated in company with sevral other ladies who 
were playing backgammon fie 3 old gentlemen. 
^he k about 30 years old — 5 feet high and of a 
brown complexion — notwithstanding all this she 
is extremely susceptible of the tender pa&ion and 
it is said has 3 or 4 cidsbeos. She reed us very 
politely but we were a little embarraftd at finding 
that she did not speak French or English. She how- 
ever understood French a little and we kept up a 
kind of limping conversation I speaking in French 
fie she in Italian. In a little while however one of 
the gentlemen joind us who talkd French. fluently 
so that we made out to get along very cleverly. In 
evening to the opera sat in the Parterre under the 
Vice Roys box — between the acts I put on my hat 
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when an old Gentleman croisd from the other side 
of the theatre & told me very politely that it was the 
custom to be uncoverd when the Vice roy was in 
the house. , 

IFebruary] 25 
Thb morning we rode round to the mole to look 
at Amorys brig — fine view of the harbor from 
the mole — extensive arsenals — prisons — Galley 
slaves — have a building on the Quay whwe they 
manu&cture & vend diff^ articles. 

When returning Amory told us of a very currious 
custom he was witnefs to when he was here 3 years 
ago. At the time of the paisover they perform the 
same ceremony mentiond in the Bible as being 
done by the Jews of pardoning one condenmd to 
death. The malefactor was brought into a large 
hall which was crowded with spectators many of 
them of the first rank. Then one of the most illus- 
trious noblemen washd his feet & kifsed him, he 
was then [^The page is left unfinMed in the manu- 
dcript.'] 

In the evening attended^ a party at M' Gibbs 
where ih&re were a number of the nobility a&em- 
bled. We had a very pleasant dance — I danced 
with Lady Acton — the lady of General Acton, a 
charming woman — after the dance we went to the 



dbyGoogk 



A MASQUERADE 139 

theatre where was a masquerade — we got there 
about one oclock at night & staid there about two 
hours but the masquerade was vay indifferent. 
This was the last night of Carnival and they did not 
break up till day light. 

IFdmiary] 26 
Great number of churches and convents in Paler- 
mo — convents of vast extent — Beggars extremely 
importunate. A vay little sustenance is necefsary 
for them in this mild climate. 

The streets of Palermo are narrow. Houses not 
remarkable for external elegance. 

This evening we were introduced by Gibbs to 
the &mily of the Prince Belmonte. He is a man of 
the first rate abillities & enjoys the particular con- 
fidence of the king. He will not accept any place 
in government but bends hb chief thoughts to the 
improvement of his estate. He is very engaging in 
lus person 8c elegant in hb manners. The Princefs 
b a charming woman of infinite ease 8c graceful- 
neis and vay afi&ble — they both speak French 
perfectly. She resembles in person & even counte- 
nance Mf* I of N York. We found with them the 

Counted of Sbter to the Princefc and sev- 

eral gentlemen of the nobility — we were received 
very politely and after sitting there about an hour 
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and half we went to a conversazione which is sub- 
scribed to by the Nobility. Number of Ladies — 
one particularly handfome. 

They playd at Faro billiards cards 8cc. We 
supp^ there and retumd home about 2 Oclock in 
the morning leaving a number there still who ef- 
fectually turn night into day. 

^February] 27 
Visited the Royal Palace a building by no means 
handsome externally but poisefsd of a number of 
elegant appartments. Two or three rooms hung 
with superb tapestry representing in lively colours 
and with great spirit humor & character the his- 
tory of Don Quixote — Other apartment adomd 
with very good paintings of &bulous history, fine 
view of the city from the cupola of the palace 
which commands a direct view up & down one of 
the grand streets — in the evening we were again 
to the conversation — the beautiful woman was 
there also and Hall is quite in love with her — One 
of the young noblemen got completely tipsey and 
amused us highly. He was continually applying to 
me to tell him how to speak several sentences in 
English and then would run to Gibbs & repeat 
them in the most whimsical manner. 
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JiFebruary] 28 
This day we determined to risque dig^ty 8c every 
thing & walk about town. We accordingly paraded 
along the grand ftreet, but found that a carriage 
was a safe retreat from beggars pimps &c by whom 
we were crowded. The grand streets are narrow and 
the houses extremely high on each side — there are 
several lare^e but no handsome squares that we saw 
in Palermb. On the whole we w&e much disap- 
pointed in this city wHich certainly does not pos- 
sefe many objects to attract the travellers attention. 
Syracuse is &r more worthy of his notice. In the 
evening I embarked aboard a imall vefiel loaded 
with fruit bound to Naples. I parted with my fel- 
low traveller Cap* Hall with the sincerest r^^ret. 
He had proved a most agreeable companion of an 
amiable disposition and gentlemanlike & honorable 
in every particular. He departs tomorrow by land 
for Syracuse. 

The wind was fidr & brisk and we scudded rap- 
idly before it, but never did I witnefs such a de- 
plorable scene as .took pkce in the little cabin. 
There were a number of pafsengers and we were 
crowded together higgledy piggledy. The Captain, 
who was very particular in iiis service to me, gave 
' me his hammock. I wrappd myself in my great 
coat 8c threw myself in it. Sleep I could not for a 
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long time for never did I behold such sea sickneb 
— every heave of the vefeel (which roUd & pitchd 
most dreadfully) occaaiond a heave among my 
unfortunate fellow pafsengers. An old woman laid 
near me who I believe calld on every saint in the 
calender — after every cascade she would call a new 
' one. ^^Oh bellifioma Madre de Christi — Oh san- 
ti&imo Francesco — Oh bellifsima Santa Rosolia. 
Oh mea cariisima Santifsima Rosolia ! " 

The Saints however manifested their a&istance in 
no other manner than in helping her to discharge 
the contents of her stomach which I believe it took 
the whole night to do. 

Jany \MaireK\ 1 
AT day break this morning I scrambled out of 
•ajL the cabin and seated myself on deck where 
tho exposed to the spray of the sea I thot myself 
better off than in the hole I had left. At sun rise 
the wind had veerd about westerly and the master of 
the veisel without any more ado put about & stood 
back for Palermo. He was afraid to beat lest he 
should encounter some Barbary cruisers for these 
chaps never venture to crofs ftx>m Palermo to 
Naples unle& the wind is directly &ir. 

About 2 odock we arrived in the bay of Palermo 
but the wind would not pamit us to regain the 
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port — we therefore had to stand round a point and 
anchor in a beautiful little bay about 10 miles to 
the eastward of the city. Here we went ashore and 
found a miserable tavan wha« we got some bread 
& cheese to eat for I had not tasted a mouthAil for 
upwards of 24 hours. 

Wretched object of want & poverty in a woman 
in the meanest rags — she was waiting in the tav- 
ern — I ^ve her a loaf of bread which she devourd 
greedily. Had a supper of boild beans — fried fish 
and hard ^;gs — Sailors brought mattrafses ashore 
and spread them in one of the rooms. I laid down in 
my clothes, coverd with my great coat & slept sound 
till early in the morning when I awoke almost 
devourd with fleas. 

Jany [MarcK] 2 
I got up and as soon as daylight appeard took a 
walk on the sea shore — beautiful sun rise — coun- 
try picturesque with old towers & convents along 
sea coast — two of my fdlow pafsengers talk French 
& are very civil. I have found that kngui^ truly 
Universal and in whatever situation I am thrown I 
generally find some one or other who can speak it. 
This morning we walked to a village about a mile 
& half inland calld Castehzzo (I £. usdefs castle). 
Here are the remains of an old castle built brfore 
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the invention of fire arms — the village is small 
situated on an eminence ]k comnuauls a handfome 
view. Here we purchased some eatables 8c retumd 
to our auba^. After dinner we walked to the Vil- 
lage of Bagaria. Beautiful village — houses built by 
the prince. H&re is the palace built h^ the Prince 
Pakgonia that b adorned by statues of monsters 
& distx»ted human figures. Returned in evening to 
our hotel. I spread my mattra& on chairs this night 
but notwithstanding was overrun by fleas. 



[Marek] 4 
We hoisted fail this morning 8c retumd to Palermo. 
Hotel very lonefome miisd Hall exceedingly — 
pafe^ the day chiefly at Gibbses — Amory & myself 
talkd of going to Naples by the way of Calabria — 
that b taking pafsage to Meisina in an Imperial 
ship. 

[March'] 5 
Wind ftill contrary — walkd about theCorso with 
Amory, Gibbs &c. As I sat down to dinner a sailor 
came to call me on board — wind had si»aing up 
favorable 8c we sat sail. 

The breeze continued &vorable all the nig^t and 
the sea not being so rough as on our former «9f^ we 
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had lefe of sea uckneft among the paftengers. The 
good old lady however who had invoked the fidnts 
ao piously had thought proper to stay ariiore and not 
tempt their goodnds any more. 

iMareh] 6 
The wind ihifted in the morning but still was suf- 
ficiently fair for u& to lay our course. In the even- 
ing we came in sight of the bland of Capre antiently 
Capraea where Tiberius lived for some time in the 
most extravagant luxuries — abandonii^ himself 
to the grofsest debaucheries. I had laid down on 
deck and fallen asleep & on waking after dark the 
first thing that fhiick my eyes was Mount Vesu- 
vius a&r off making a most luminous appearance. 
It has been in a fUte of eruption for several months. 
I could plainly perceive the red hot lava running 
out of one side of the crater and flashes at intervals 
fit>m its mouth — I was up the greatest part of the 
night contemplating this interesting object. 



This morning early I arose and found that we were 
within the bay of Naples. Mount Vefsuvius still 
continued luminous — by degrees the day broke — 
the objects were gradually lighted up. I remaind 
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earnestly gazing around endeavoring to trace i^aces 
that I had often read diacriptions of. At length the 
heavens were brilliantly illuminated. The sun ap- 
peard diffusing the richest rays among the clouds 
& gilding every feature of the {Htwpect. 

Then it was that I had a full view of this lovely 
bay — the da&ic retreats of Baia — Pozzuoli — the 
superb city of Naples — the delightful town of Por- 
tid &c that skirt the Mount Vefsuvius — the Moun- 
tain itself vomits an immense column of smoke — 
with the coast that terminates the bay beyond the 
mountajn affording the most picturesque scenery. 
The View of Nicies from the sea is truly magni- 
ficent and imposing. 

iHere Irving' resumed his elaborated Journal] 

3dareh 7 

AS soon as I had landed Rearranged matters with 
. the Health office I repaired to the Hotel del 
Sole, kept by Grandosh and reputed to be the best in 
Naples. I found it deserving of the reputation it had 
aoiuired and after the vile inns of Sicily it aj^ieard 
absolutely a pakce. Having changed my dothies 
(as much for deanlineis sake as to get rid of the 
multitudes of fleas that had dther accompanied me 
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from ^dly or joind me on board the Ve&el) I or- 
derd one [of ] the crazy vehicles that they use h«*e 
as hacks somethmg like our gigs, but clumsy & 
tottering. I then went round to deliver some of my 
letters. At the counting house of Fred^ Degen & 
C^ I found two letters for me from Storm inclosing 
one from America. Degen was not at home. With 
Meis'' Valen Roath & C^ I found several more 
from Storm, and with Meis Falconet & C^ I found 
two terge pacquets from Amoica that had been for- 
warded by the way of Bordeaux. I posted therefore 
back to the hotel happy as a prince with my pock- 
ets crammd as full of letters as a post boys knap- 
sack. To redeve a letter from my friends when so 
&r removed from them b always an exquisite grat- 
ification, but to be thus overwhdmd with letters 
and all 6f them containing pleasing intdligence was 
almost too much for me — I knew not where to be- 
gin. I broke open every letter one after anotho* — 
endeavord to arrange them according to thdr dates 
read half a dozen lines at the b€^;inning of one, then 
half a dozen at the end of anotho* and then half a 
dozen in the middle of a third and after all could 
not reccollect a word of what I had been reading, 
in short I was completely bewilderd and it was 
some time before I could o^lect myself and go on 
systematically. 
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Before I had read half ot them I was obliged to 
break c^ as I had engaged to dine with Valen Roath 
& C^ — and it was already past the appointed hour. 
I found there several honest American captains and 
an American merchant by the name of Pickman 
who was particularly civil & agreeable. M' Valen- 
tine one of the firm appears to be a very worthy 
clever fdlow & was extremdy polite. I escaped as 
soon as poiable and hastned back to the hotel to 
finish the perusal of my letters. I seemed as if seated 
among my friends enjoying thdr convo'sadon. 



[MircA] 9«» 
Since my arrival I have been gaio^Uy at home 
engaged in writing — yesterday I calld at D^pens 
& found M' Schwartz (one of the partners) at 
home. He is brother to M' Schwartz of Marsdlles 
from whom I redeved such fiiendly attentions. He 
was very polite to me and invited me to dine with 
him on Sunday. 

From the window of my room I have a fine view 
of Mount Ve&uvius situated on the opposite side 
of the bay. It has lately made a considouble erup- 
tion and still emits vast volumes of smoke and a 
large stream of Lava. At night the latter b very 
visible and appears like a red hot flood streaming 
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down the side of the crater. My window also com- 
mands a large square, eternally filld with a variety 
of objects coach men soldiers monks friars fisher- 
men, lazaroni — Fruit merchants Macaroni merch^ 
Pie merchants and every other kind of tag rag and 
bobtail beings. A little to the right I have a near 
and complete view of Qutel Nuovo (the New Cas- 
tle). Notwithstanding its name it is a very antient 
building having been begun by Charles of Anjou 
and is said to be one of the oldest &bricks in the 
dty . It is of immense size a square form with enor- 
mous towers or bastions. It is to me an extremdy 
interesting object and must have been a place of 
great strength & imposing majesty before the in- 
vention of fire arms. 

IMareK] \0^^ 
This morning arrived the Ship JCTsey, Cap* Blagg 
from New York, via Leghorn. I received on my 
arrival in Naples a letter from America that Cap* 
Blagg had very politdy forwarded me from Leg- 
horn. I went along ade of her but did not dare to 
go on board as she is quarantined for twenty eight 
days. There is paisenger in her M' Philips of New 
York who is making the tour of Europe. He in- 
tends returning the same route with myself and I 
expect we shall be fdlow travellers. 
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The weatho* is very unsettled and variable rain- 
ing the greatest part of the day. The months oi 
February and March are gaierally extremdy wet 
& dirty at Naples, but I am told that it is prob- 
able that the latter part of this month will be pleas- 
ant as February has been particulariy stormy this 
year. 

The population of Naples is very great for its 
extent. The houses are high ajid many families live 
undo' the same roof. Like most places that I have 
feen in France and Italy, the best appartments are 
frequently the most lofty. I have paid visits to 
people of the first respectability wha« I have had 
to mount up sevoul pairs of stairs before I arrived 
at thdr appartments. Very little attention is paid 
here to the external beauty of the house. The pal- 
aces are vast but destitute of exterior el^;ance. 
The entrances, the.Stairs Sc corrid(M^ are miserably 
filthy — the walls black with dirt and cobwebs & 
never cleand — the landing places receptacles for 
every nuisance — in short a strange* judging from 
these appearances would consider himself entering 
the abodes of idlenefs — filth and indigence. 

Sickning with disgust at the apparent misery d* 
the place and the vile exhalations that afsault his 
nose as he travels up sevral tiresome flights of steps 
[he] expects on opening the door to be vaherd into 
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the most cheerleis and slovenly chambers — what 
is his surprize to enter into splendid appertments 
adorned with superb ftimiture rich tapestry and a 
profuuon of exquisite painting and gilding ! The 
abodes of pomp and Luxury! Such however is 
universally the case and it appears as if the Italians 
designed to render internal splendor Sc voluptuous- 
ne(s more striking from the contrast of external 
poverty. 

In the afternoon I dined at M' Degen's whom 
I found a very gentlemanlike agreeable man. He 
is a Swiis but speaks English extremely well. He 
acts as Navy Agent to the United States. In the 
evening I went to an Oratorio at one of the The- 
atres. This is the only place of public amusement 
that is open in Lent. The subject was David's con- 
quest of Goliath. The part of David was performed 
by a celebrated singer of the arHfidal order. I had 
imbibed a |nt!Judice & contempt for those poor 
devils and had a strong presentiment that I should 
not be pleased with his singing. I was however most 
agreeably disappointed and in &ct was charmed 
with the mdody of his voice. The first singer 
among the women is a cousin of M' Cai&rendo of 
Genoa who has g^ven me a letter of introduction to 
her which I have not yet deliverd. She has a good 
voice and is rather handfome than otherwise tho 
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rather masculine. The scenery was excellent — the 
dre&es good — in short I was perfectly well satisfied 
with the whole performance. 

To an English ear, the Italian music at first is 
very strange — it needs a little custom & habitude 
to become Tond of it but in a little time you get 
familiarized to its peculiarities and highly delighted 
with it. At least this b the case with me and with 
many others with whom I have conversed respect- 
ing it. Unfortunately the Grand theatre of S* Carlo 
is closed at present by which means I lose nght of 
the most immense and if I may credit the Neapol- 
itans the most superb theatre in Europe. I have 
arrived at Naples at the most unfortunate season 
for amusements lent being a time of humiliation 
among all good OathoUa. 

This morning M' Herbert Hadrava calld and 
break&sted with me. This is a German old gen- 
tleman who dined at M' Degen's yesterday. After 
dinner he played on the piano forte several tunes 
of his own composition — he is very excellent on 
that instrument and I praized highly both his music 
Sc performance. This pleased the old gentleman so 
much that he called on me this morning with three 
pieces of his composition — viz. Yankee Doodle 
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and Hail Columbia with very fine variations & a 
little German air of great sweetnefs. He b^;ged me 
to accept them as a testimony of r^;ard and find- 
ing I played on the flute he told me he would 
bring me one or two more pieces adapted for that 
instrument. I was very well amused with the old 
gentleman who seems to be an ori^nal in his 
way. 

At eleven O'clock M"^ Degen calld upon me and 
introduced me to M' Cabell of Virginia and Col 
Mercer, two gentlemen who arrived here from 
Rome the day before yesterday. I had heard very 
fevorable mention made of M' Cabell before and 
found him a very agreeable young fellow. He is said 
to poisels superior talents and an amiable disposi- 
tion. The rest of the day I spent at home in reading 
& writing as the weather was very rainy. I find a 
vast difl*erence between the climate in this place and 
that of Sicily for though we had two or three rainy 
days during our route from Catania to Palermo yet 
the weather was generally fine while we staid in the 
latter city. 

IMareh'] \2^ 
This morning I rode out in company with M' 
Cabell and Col. John Mercer to look at the 7bm6 0/ 
Virgil 9Xkd the Chotto of Paualtipo, The ride is thro 
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the fine suburbs of Chiaja and along the outside of 
the walk of the same name a handsome promenade 
built along the shore commanding a fine view of 
the bay — it is a very fiishionable reawt and re- 
minded me of our &vorite walk the Battery, After 
riding a small distance we visited the church of S. 
Maria del Parto. Here is a very handsome monu- 
ment of the ^oet Sannazaro who is said to be the 
founder of the building. On each side of the tomb 
are the statues of Apollo and Minerva, to render 
them however, worthy inmatesof a Christian church 
they have be^ new baptized and the names of David 
& Judith inscribed on their pedestal. There is a very 
good bafso relievo of Neptune Pan and other fig- 
ures, they have however 1^ them in full enjoyment 
of thdr old titles as I suppose they were at a lofs 
what Scripture worthy to make Pan — his horns 
Sc goats feet being abominably in the way. 

Turning in another direction we stopped at the 
foot of the Hill of Pausillippo to visit the tomb of 
Virgil. To get to this celebrated spot you have to 
ascend a tiresome zig zag road up the hill and then 
pais thro a vineyard after which you find yourself 
over the enterance of the Grotto of Pausillipo you 
then descend a fl^ht of steps cut in the rock and 
arrive on a kind of platform on which is erected the 
tomb almost peeping over the brink of the tremen- 
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duous precipice. It b a small building of brick Sc 
plaster of [blank'] form vaulted within. It has sev- 
eral apertures to admit both air and light and there 
are a number of niches in the walls such as are 
frequently seen in antient tombs for the reception 
of urns. The sight of this tomb awakens the most 
lively sensations in the mind. We recall the bright 
genius — the immortal lays of that poet whose name 
i^ eternally implanted in every clime. Those lays 
that are endeared to us by early acquaintance and 
that we have been accustomed almost from in&ncy 
to admire. We consider their author no longo* 
enlivened by the rays of genius or the inspirations 
of poetry — The very dust we spurn with our feet 
may be some of his sacred ashes ! On the top of the 
tomb a little foil has lodged and it b over run with 
grafs weeds and shrubs.* A bay formeriy spread 
its foliage over it but the enthusiastic hands of trav- 
ellers have stripped it of all its honors and hardly 
a vestige of it remains. The old man that tends the 
place cut us terge portions of what little remained. 
He told us that it was the custom of every stranger 
to take a piece — we therefore of course did not 

* [Later, Irving added the following quotation as a footnote:] 
Tien sleeps the Bard whose tuneful tongue 
Pourd the full stream of many song 
Toung spring with tip of ruby here 
Showers fi^om her lap the blooming year. 
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like to break in upon old established customs. 
From the hill on which you ascend to go to the 
tomb — you have [a] charmingrview of a part of 
Naples — the Castle del Ovo — JEXasL in the dis- 
tance with the beautiful villages that skirt it and vari- 
ous otho* objects that form the beauties of the East 
part of the Bay. Having descended from the Hill 
we rode thro the Grotto of Pausillippo. This is a 
fiunous pafs cut thro the mountain or Promontory 
of that name. It is of different heights from twenty 
to forty feet, about twenty feet wide and about half 
a mile in length cut thro the rock which appears • 
not to be of a very hard nature. The pafiage is 
paved with square pieces of (I believe) Lava. This 
work is ascribed to differait hands, but I have 
most commonly heard it supposed to be done under 
the direction of Caligula. We rode thro it in the 
carriage. The only light it recieves b fix)m the two 
entrances and from two holes cut thro the top in 
a skuiting direction. In the middle the pafss^ is 
quite gloomy and persons paising seemed like ob- 
scure shades flitting by. We did not proceed 
fiirther in our ride as it was late but returned home 
the same way. I dined in company with Cabell & 
Mercer and spent a very agreeable afternoon. 
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iMareh] 13«» 
M^ Pickman of Boston call^ upon me this morn- 
ing to visit the convent of S* Martino, owned by 
a fratotiity of Carthusians. It is situated imme- 
diately under the Castle of S^ Elmo on a hill that 
commands the whole city. We went in company 
with M' Valen in his carriage. He is a rigid Catho- 
lic and on an intimate footing with the good fii- 
thers of the convent. To ascend to the convent we 
pafsed thro a considouble part of the city and sub- 
urbs. The latter is built on the ascent of the hills 
and full of convents which seem to engrofs all the 
situations in Naples that command fine prospects 
and have a free & pure circulation of air. As to the 
Convent of S^ Martino it has nK>re the resemblance 
of a supa*b palace the abodes of luxury & magnifi- 
cence than the melancholy retreats of jwayer, fitt- 
ing and mortification. We pafsd thro a large outer 
court (into which the door of the chapel opened) 
and proceeded thro an interior one of handsomer 
architecture from whence we were admitted into 
the infflde of the building. Here instead of gloomy 
corridors and dreary paisages I was surprized and 
pleased to find them handsomely ornamented — the 
walls perfectly white and clean and light admitted 
sufficiently to give an air of life to the building. 
The chapel is .profusely ornamented by the richest 
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marbles and paintings of the first masters. As the 
monks were engaged in their devotions we did not 
stay sufficiently long to examine it attentively. In 
the sachristy are also some noble paintings and 
pannel work done by the hands of some former 
brother of the convent — representing landscapes 
and figures in mosaic work of Indian cane. The old 
monk that attended us told us a lamentable story 
how the king had stripped their treasury some years 
ago of Gold Sc silver vases, utensils, and votive 
offerings to a vast amount. ^^ He has made us much 
poorer" said the old man ''without enriching 
himself." He left however, the most valuable part 
of their treasures behind consisting in a vast num- 
ber of Bones belonging to every saint in the cal- 
ender that are carefully-preserved in glals cases. 
The king most proliably thought they could not 
so easily be reduced to current coin as the gold 
Sc silver reliques. From the chapel we palsed thro 
several long corridors and at length entered into 
another court. This was much larger than the two 
others we had soen and of great magnificence. It 
was a large square surrounded by a Piazza sup- 
ported by pillars of white marble and paved with 
white & black marble. Around it were arranged the 
cloisters of the fathers each having his seperate 
little room. The centre was occupied by a flower 
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garden on one side, and on the other the cemetry 
of the convent b^ng a small place surrounded by 
a handsome marble ballustrade on the comers of 
which were marble sculls. From hence we were led 
to a small saloon in one comer of the buifding that 
commanded the most exquisite view of the city & 
bay. From one window we beheld the Town fiu* 
below us spread before our eyes like a map. We 
could trace every street and point out each public 
building or square. Beyond it the harbor crowded 
with Vefsels. The beautiful Bay calm and gentle 
with two majestic frigates at anchor in it and va- 
rious fishing boats and small vefsels with pictur- 
esque UiHne sails pafsing Sc repafiing over it. The 
charming environs that extend along the foot of 
Mount Vesuvius — with the numerous beautiful 
villages — Portici, Caserta, Pompdi &c&c.Vefsu- 
vius vomiting forth smoke, a long line of which 
traced the course of the lava down the mountain. 
The fine bold coast beyond the mountain. The dis- 
tant mountains of Calabria coverd with snow. The 
picturesque island of Capre before us and a num- 
ber of other objects calculated to render the pros- 
pect truly sublime Sc beautiful. The day was fine 
& warm, the streets of the city were swarming 
with people and the hum of their voices mingled 
with the rumbling of carriages, reached our ears 
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in indistinct murmurB. From another window we 
had a delightful view of the suburbs of Ciaja the 
promontory of Pausillipo with the mouth of its 
grotto & the tomb of Virgil, the island of Ischia 
and a partial glimpse of the claisic coast of Baia. 
We left this enchanting spot with regret and re- 
paired to the appartments of the superior. He does 
^ not inhabit them at present as they are undergoing 
repairs. They are worthy of the rest of the build- 
ing and are adorned with fine paintings by the best 
masters. For my part I should think the portraits 
of lovely women, decked with all the charms of 
youth^l beauty, such as they generally represent 
their female saints — are but ill calculated to re- 
prefs the wandring desires of the good fethers who 
have taken the vows of eternal chastity, and are 
rather apt to entice thdr thoughts to the contem- 
plation of earthly charms than to the more ideal 
'^ beauty of holinefs." I was mentioning this one 
day to a good humord old fnar who spoke French 
and was very communicative. The old man smiled 
and shook his head. ^' different «tuations " said he 
" produce different modes of thinking — in behold- 
ing these beautiful paintings you admire the charms 
that are pourtrayd in a sensual light. You admire 
them as the attractions of a mere mortal. We on 
the contrary consider them in a more refined and 
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spiritual sense. We behold in that charmii^ coun- 
tenance for instance all the endearing and enlivening 
effects of divine love. The joyful confidence in heav- 
enly protection — the serene and tranquillizing ef- 
fects of a good conscience and gentlenefs of heart 
diffusing the most divine and benignant expres- 
»on over the countenance. No harsh trait, no pas- 
sionate line — no wrinkle of care or sorrow is there 
visible — every tiling announces a soul at peace with 
its Maker and itself and enjoying a bliisful for- 
taste of the delights of heaven! " The venerable 
father went pn in this strain for some time — you 
may judge of his arguments by the specimen I have 
given but you should have seen the enthusiasm of 
his countenance the animated exprefsion of his eye, 
to feel the force of his discourse. Sterne would have 
gloried in describing him. 

Having examined the chief parts of the convent 
we bade the fathers adieu and departed fully con- 
vinced myself that however their thoughts might 
be directed heaven ward they at leafl had an eye 
to earthly comforts. This convent was formerly 
immensely rich. The King for some time exacted 
50,000 Ducats a year from them and at the same 
time they were dispensing about 30,000 more, 
yearly in charities. The King however quite ruined 
them and even drove them away — but a series of 
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misfortunes convinced him (as the good fathers 
say) that heaven was manifesting its wrath against 
him for his maltreatment of them. He therefore 
recalld them and rdnstated them in their former 
habitation restoring a great part of thdr riches. 

They now consist of forty five in number and 
if we may judge from their looks their meagre 
diet does not disagree with them. They are re- 
stricted from the use of flesh, but they make out 
to live luxuriously on the diet that b allowed them 
as they are well experienced in the art of cooking 
it in every form. Their vows do not prevent their 
comforting themselves with excellent tmne. 

On our return we stopped at the ware house of 
a celebrated Distiller of perfumes & cordials. He 
furnishes M' Valoi with the latter & was conse- 
quently very polite. He shewed us his Laboratory 
where he b engaged at present making perfumes 
for the King of Rufsia. There appeard to me a 
sufficient quantity made to deluge the Kings whole 
palace. Among other names that we saw on different 
perfumes were several French ones, that seemed to 
endeavor to out do each other in extravagance. 
One shelf was completely filld with bottles oiMUk 
of Cupid and another with iSlk of ike Dml! (lait 
du Diable) — NB. No pidgeoru milk. 

Dined at Degen's in company with M*^ Cabell, 
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Col. Mercer, Sir Grenville Temple of Boston and 
a Cap^ Stopford an English Gentleman and three 
or four others. Sir Grenville is very much of the 
Gentleman and very pleasing company. In the 
evening I was at a conversazione at M' Falconnet's. 
Here I was introduced to M" Falconnet an Amer- 
ican lady of Boston. She left America when quite 
young for England where she was married to M^ 
Falconnet — she is a Lady of very agreeable man- 
ners. The conversazione was attended by a number 
of handsome ladies of the nobility and gentlemen 
of rank among whom were the Ru&ian & Prufsian 
Ambaisadors. Several Englishmen likewise were 
present, and Sir Grenville Temple. The conversa- 
zione was not so stupid as many that I have seen. 
Some set down to cards — others formed themselves 
in groups & circles & chatted very sociably. French 
was the language chiefly spoken — English a little 
but I do not reccoUect to have heard a word of Jtal- 
km the whole evening — about eleven oclock the 
Company began to disappear aiid I vanished among 
the rest. 

IMarch'] 14*>» 
This momii^ I rode out in company with M' 
Cabell 8c Col Mercer to view the environs of Naples 
on the Eastern side. The day was very serene and 
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beautiful and we had a variety of enchanting proa- 
pectsof the Bay and city from various pointsofview. 
We rode thro the elegant villi^;e8 of Portid and 
Rriina and about Eleven Oclock arrived at the ruins 
of Pompeii, utuated about thirteen miles from 
Naples. 

It is needleb to give a very particular account 
of this place as it ha^ so frequently been described 
and the excavations that are still carrying on there 
are so trifling as not to afford additional matters 
of interest. 

On entering the town we found oursdves in a 
large square court with the pillars of a colonnade ' 
around it still remaining — composed of brick stuc- 
coed and colored red. They are fluted very hand- 
somely and the stucco is of great hardnefs and as 
smooth as polished marble. Around the court are 
small rooms of a uniform size and construction 
with doors opening into it. This is supposed to 
have been a barracks for soldiav — the walls yrere 
scrawled foil of inscriptions names & figures, these 
were carefolly sawed out and carried to the Museum 
at Portici. 

From hence we entered a small theatre that had 
antiently been a coverd one but the roof at pres- 
ent is wanting. It gives a complete idea of the form 
of a Roman theatre. The seats are perfect — form- 
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ing a semicircle and rising one above another to 
the top of the building. 

The space between the lower seats and the stage 
is paved with beautiAil marbles, and in the pave- 
ment IS infixed the following inscription in large 
bronze capitals 

M-OCVLATIUS M-F-VERVS U VIR-PRO-LVDIS 

The foundation of the stage still remains but the 
flooring or pavement is gone. The proscenium is 
likewise perfect but stripped of its marble orna- 
ments. The entrances the corridors the retiring 
{daces of the Actors in short every essential part 
of the theatre is perfect. At a little distance from 
this is another theatre of larger dimensions such as 
was usually open with awnings to shade & shelter 
the spectators. This is likewise in excellent preser- 
vation. All thdr ornaments statues &c &c are car- 
ried to the museum at Portici. From hence we were 
shewn to the temple of Isis. This like every other 
building has been stripped of its ornaments & Air- 
niture which are lodged in the Museum. The form 
of the temple and an idea of its former state can 
notwithstanding, be accurately formed. 

Three altars for sacrafice still remain — the place 
where the priest retired to purify himself the kind 
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of sanctum sanctorum where the statue of the 
goddeis was placed and the Sachristan behind it. 
The walls were stuccoed and painted with figures 
flowers 8cc executed coarsely. Their stucco is gen- 
erally fine and very hard & smooth. The colors of 
the paint are several of them extremely beautiAil 
particularly the red. 

In one part we pafsd thro a street paved with 
lava. On each side were raised footways. Traces 
were worn deep in the carriage way by the wheels 
of the carriages. The houses on each side were ex- 
tremely small — the front generally occupied by a 
shop. In some of those were large earthen pots 
fixed in a kind of counter. These we were told were 
supposed to be the shops of dealers in oil. Every 
considerable house has a court within around which 
are the chambers for sleeping &c. They commonly 
*have had no other light but what was admitted 
from the door that opened into the court. The walls 
are universally stuccoed & ornamented with coarse 
paintings representing fabulous history — land- 
scapes fruits flowers grotesque figures &c &c. In 
the centre of every court is a marble fountain. The 
streets are extremely small and tho by the traces 
of the wheels the carriages must have been narrow 
yet I hardly percieve how they managed to pais 
each other. 
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After having viewed this part of 'the town suf* 
ikdently we cro&ed thro a vineyard that is over a 
large portion of the town still buried — to another 
uncoverd place. Here is a street open that leads to 
the gate of the town. The houses are built on each 
side in the same style as the other. One of them is 
the largest yet discoverd having three courts & a 
number of appartments. All the best paintings are 
removed — the stucco being sawed out and framed 
carefully for the museum. One of the houses here 
has a very significant but indelicate sign in mezzo 
relievo to designate the busineis carried on within. 
Without the gate are tombs both public & private. 
The Terentini &mily haVe a large square one, 
around it are masks of red earthen ware with dis- 
torted countenances as if weeping, on the inside of 
which they used antiently to put lights. At some 
distance from the town are the ruins of a country 
seat — it consists of two stories towards the road 
and three facing the garden. On the first story as 
you enter from the road is a large court with small 
appartments for warm and cold baths. Above, are 
bed chambers. In a kind of cellar that runs round 
three sides of the garden, are several large earthen 
pots (or amphorae) that antiently contamed wine. 
In this cellar were found the bones of several un* 
fortunates that fled thither for shelter in the con- 
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fuabn and tenor of the event. To give any farther 
discription of Pompeii is useless, for after all these 
discriptions can never imprefs on the mind of the 
reader a correct idea of the houses streets or tem- 
ples that are the subject of them. 

It is a painful thing to see reliques of such in- 
. estimable value to the learned & the curious, in the 
hands of a prince who has not ^rit or inclination to 
complete their developement. To say that the King 
of Naples is too poor to support the expence ne- 
cefsary is a very unsatis&ctory & incorrect excuse. 
He has a numbo* of Galley slaves at his command 
who must be supported and whose labors might 
as well be directed toward the excavations at Pom- 
peii as to any other of the trifling duties they are 
employed in. The Lazaroni of Naples that swarm 
to the number of thirty thoumind might be hired 
for a trifling expence and would execute the busi- 
nefs in a very little time. At present a few worit- 
men are employed who go on slowly and lazily yet 
some new object of curioaty continually recom- 
penses the toil. 

From Pompeii we returned to Portia where we 
partook of a miserable dinner at a misouble hotel 
having neglected the usual precaution of visitors to 
these parts, to bring refreshments with them fit>m 
Naples. After dinner about five oclock we prepared 
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to ascend the mountain. We aigaged mules and 
guides and adcax>ne of the mountain who i»t>duced 
a paper fit>m the English consul cotifying his abil- 
ities & attentivenefs. 

We mounted slowly up the mountain along a 
road that pafsed among the most firtile enclosures 
— every moment catching a ^impseof the lovely 
scenery below us and of the Mountain above vom- 
iting out volumes of smoke that rolled heavily along 
the atmosj^iere. After attaining a consid^uble 
height the prospect that opened upon us was inde- 
scribibly rich and vari^;ated. The skirts of the 
mountain adorned with the beautiful Vilbges of 
Portici, Resina &c. The enchanting bay of Naples 
tranquil and serene, the small fishing boats appar- 
ently reposing on its bosom. On one side the jhc- 
turesque Island of Capre the antient seat of volup- 
tuousneis — on the other ude the dty of Naples 
proudly riung out of the waters with its antient 
castles and white pabces the abodes to wha« volup- 
tuousnefs is in modem times transferred. Beyond 
the point of Pausillipo the Islands of Ischia & Pro- 
dda and at a great distance the ckduc coast of Baia 
and the Elysian fiekls of the Antiaits. The sun was 
just setting — it was one of those serene, delicious 
evenings for which this place is so often remarked. 
The sky was clear & transparent with two or three 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



170 ASCENT OF VESUVIUS 

floating clouds tinged with those rich coioure idiich 
are so much admired in the paintings of li>fnune. 
The horizon was glowing with the parting rays. 
Over the whole view — The Bay — the dty — the 
islands was difiiised the most Luxurient tinges — 
every thing was softned — enrichd & blended into 
a harmony with the rest — fcnming a prospect the 
most lovely I ever beheld. 

We continued slowly ascending — continually 
casting our eyes behind us and watching the grad- 
ual decrease of light and the effect it had in vary- 
ing the colors of the landscape. 

It was twilight when we arrived at the hermit- 
1^. This is a house utuated on an eminence about 
a mile fit>m the foot of the crater. It is the uni- 
versal custom of persons ascending the mountain 
to rest here both before and after visiting the crater. 
The hermit has always a reviving glafs of Laeh- 
ryma ChrisH (a wine so called that grows on the 
mountain) and some slight refreshments at hand 
for which he charges nothing — ^^but iakti whatever 
you choose to give by which means he generally 
gets about five times the worth of the articles ftir- 
niahed. He handed us a book in which visitors to 
the mountain always inscribed their names, & fre- 
quently made their remarks on the mountain & 
gave a brief account of their excursion. Many of 
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these were highly amusing from their pompousnefs 
— romance or stupidity. They all however joind 
in praiiung the Venerable hermit for his hospitality, 
tho as far as I can learn he never was a heer by it. 
After having sat here some time by a comfortable fire 
and warmd our interiors by two or three glafses of 
Laehryma ChrM (which tho not the most de&eaie 
wine, poisefses a comfortable spirit & strength) 
we i^emounted our mules and pushed forward for 
the crater. The moon had risen and was very bright. 
We had a charming moonlight view of the same 
scenery that had delighted us so much at sun set. 
The dty of Naples was very distinct. After riding 
for some distance over rug^;ed kvas of which our 
Cicerone gave us the dates 8c histories we arrived 
at the foot of the crater. Here we dismounted and 
leaving our mules with one of tlie guides we be- 
gan to climb, with the aisistance of our guides who 
told us to hold on by a belt that was slung over one 
shoulder. We ascended in an oblique direction di- 
recting our course towards the stream of Lava that 
was running down the side of the crater. After a 
most &tiguing walk we arrived at the tremenduous 
flood. 

**But oh what muse — or in what fiower of song 
Can trace the torrent aa it burns along!** 
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Thb Stream of Lava has been running some dme 
•o that the borders of it are quite cold and in the 
centre only, it pours slowly akmg. 

I have before told you in my account of Mount 
.£tna that lava does not run like melted minerals, 
with an evai surfiu%. As it conusts of a great va- 
riety of substances many of them le& susceptible 
of fiision than others there are always a great num* 
ber of fragments of matter — stones Sec on the top 
which are sometimes almost black but geno^ly 
red hot — add to this the prominencies of the lava 
as it floats along grow cold and the red liquid 
matter running over it forms a continual unevenels. 
When the Lava is thoroug^y cold it has the ap- 
pearance frequently of mafses of black rock of 
nH3st uncouth forms. We mounted on the cold Lava 
that borderd the stream and advancing to the lat- 
ter I thrust a walking stick into it. I found that 
at first it was requisite to push with a little force 
to make the stick penetrate but the &rther it went 
in the easier it was which plainly shews that the 
lava was far more liquid below than on the sur&ce. 
Indeed the lava we stood on tho cold on the sur- 
&ce was in a red hot state below as we could plainly 
perdeve thro diffo^ent fifsures into which if we thrust 
a stick it immediately took fire. We could now 
plainly percieve the course of the Lava which had 
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merely run down the crater and collected in a small 
valley, at the foot of it. Quitting this place we as- 
cended along the edge of the* lava to attain to the 
crater, but this was by fiir the most &tiguing part 
of the excursicm. The ascent was exceeding steep. 
The ashes so soft & loose that we slii^)ed back two 
thirds of each step, and the eddies of wind fre- 
quently brought volumes of sulphurous smoke upon 
us almost stifling. Our throats were sore from 
inhaling it. On our way the guides pointed out to 
us-a spot wha^ the Lava seined to spume out of 
a hole — bang conducted from the crata* to that 
place in a kind of coverd aqueduct formed by the 
cold lava's being incrusted ova* it. A little higher 
up was a hole that vomited up smoke & spaiiLs. 
The dcerone took us on the lava about twelve feet 
higher up than the hole and told us to regard it 
stead&^y till the wind blew the smoke another 
way. We did so — and saw the lava rushing along 
in it like a torrent, by the direction of it we found 
it pafied under the very spot on which we stood, 
the kva having then coold & formed a kind of cov- 
erd way. It even began to feel very hot to our feet 
and we evacuated the place with precipitation. The 
guides seemed diverted with our apprdiensions 
being themselves habituated to the scene. About ten 
yards fiirtha* up was a small eminaice or hillock 
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in the lava out of which sulphurous flames i&ued 
with a violent hi&ing ncMse. We were toiling up 
the crater nearly in a paralel line with this object 
when the wind sat directly from it and over- 
whelmed us with dense torrents of the most noxious 
smoke. I endeavord to hold my breath as long as 
poisible in hopes another flare of wind would carry 
it off but at laigth I was obliged to draw in my 
breath and inhale a draught of the poisonous vapour 
that almost overcame me. Fortunately for us the 
wind shifted or I sincerely bdieve that in a little 
time we should have shared the &te of Pliny & died 
the Martyrs of imprudent curiosity. Co* Mercer 
as soon as he saw the smoke coming turned about 
and made a jn^fHtate retreat and did not make a 
second attempt to ascend the crafer. As to Cabell 
& myself we were so exhausted & bewilderd that 
we could not stir fit>m the spot but should have 
fidlen a certain sacrifice. 

As soon as the smoke changed we renewed our 
exertions having all the incitements of lively ap- 
prehension to spur us on. At length we arrivd at 
the crato* and took a welcome resting spell on some 
rocks of cold lava. We then walked round the edge 
of the crater which is composed of ashes & cinders. 
The inside of the cup is filld with vast mafses of 
kva that almost rise paralel to the brim but are 
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cold & black. It a]^)ear8 that the lava had filld the 
crater before it burst thro the side and that the sur- 
fiw^e had grown cold — the lava running from be- 
neath the crust by coverd canals and not making 
its appearance till one third of the way down the 
crater. 

In one place tho at a distance from us we could 
hear the mountain bellow & roar at some apper- 
ture from whence it vomited pillars of smoke. In 
anotha* part was a small conical eminence that 
ktely threw out flames & red hot stones. We de- 
scended into the crato* and climbed up the rocks 
of kva. Our guide conducted us on a small pkdn 
and pointed out to us various spots from whence 
sparks & smoke i&ued — our thoughts & observa- 
tions however were so<ni called nearer home. I felt 
the lava under my feet beginning to be uncom- 
fortably hot and casting my eyes around, saw thro 
sevral fifsures within two or three feet distance the 
lava red hot beneath & smoke arising out of them, 
the steam or vapour that arose from the kva we 
stood on was extremely warm. Our guide thrust 
his stick into a hole about three feet off and drew 
it out in a flame. We soon discoverd that we stood 
on a mere crust of Lava and that under us was 
a complete red hot kke. We decampd from the 
hazardous spot with all pofsible expedition fearing 
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lest it mig^t give way under our feet or some ex- 
plosion of confined yapours break out around us. 
Of the former I believe there was no ground for 
apprehension as the crust is too strcnig to be af- 
fected by the wd^t of the largest sized man. Our 
cicerone who b long habituated to the mountain said 
he expected there would be an eruption in that spot 
in a few days as the confined matter must find vent. 
We descQided the steep crater with infinitely mort 
celerity than we climbed up it and in a little while 
(bund ourselves comfcHlably seated by the Hermits 
fireside. 

Notwithstanding all our curioMty & interest we 
were happy to have finished our visit. To a per- 
son unaccustomed to seeing the mountain in its 
present state, there is so much awe & apprehaision 
mingled with the pleasure he redeves at viewing 
the Tremenduous Scene that he is almost happy 
when the businefs is over. He fears continually that 
some new eruption may take place — some ire^ 
explosion — that the earth may give way under his 
feet, in short a thousand things that the old ac- 
quaintances of the Volcano smile at. 

Having recruited our strength & spirits with a 
few gkfses of the highly extoUd Lachrimi Christi 
we took leave of the Venerable & hoqHtable her- 
mit — first asking him what we had to pay. He ap- 
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peard offended at the questtion and said his house 
was not an inn. We saw thro this affectation of deli- 
cacy and that he knew well that he stood a chance 
of getting fer more from the generosity of visitors 
than he could have the countenance to demand. 
We gave him therefore a Dollar which was about 
three times the worth of what we had consumed 
at Ms house. He had no delicate scruples to prevent 
his taking it — but did not seem by his looks to be 
satisfied with the compensation. We left him per- 
fectly di^^usted with his hypocrisy. We arrived at 
Portici about midnight and after a slight supper 
hastned to enjoy the repose our weary limbs required . 
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NOTES ON THE TEXT 

OF VOLUME II 

Page 4, unes 5,6: The Church of De Vigni 
Santa Maria del Vigne. 

Page 4, line 17: is fieculiarfyjine. 
In his effort to describe the music, Irving here wrote 
and crossed out "sometimes a single voice is," and 
wrote and blotted out three more lines. 

Page 6, lines 10-13 : Tho the Doge . . . throughout 
Genoa. 

The doge was Girolamo Durazzd, and the minister, 
Antoine Christophe Saliceti, a Corsican, who, after 
voting, as deputy to the Convention, for the death of 
Louis XVI, was sent to Corsica to oppose the coun- 
ter-revolud(X)aiy intrigues, and there met and assisted 
his compatriot, Bonaftarte. He held several offices in 
Genoa, and died there, it is sdd by poison, in 1809. 

Page 14, line 2 : jin American ahifi sailing from this 
part 

From a letter to William Irving, dated December 20, 
we learn that the ship was the Matilda of Philadel- 
phia, and that the name of the Captain, '' an honest, 
worthy old gentleman," who was "highly delighted 
with the thoughtsof my going," was Strong. The same 
letter describes in a few words the new friends with 
whom the Journal makes us familiar and speaks of the 
renewed health which has added to his pleasure: "I 
have been today to bid &reweU to my Genoese friends. 



dbyGoogk 



182 NOTES 

and a painful task it was I assure you. The very par- 
ticular attentions I have received here have rendered 
my stay ddightfiil. I really fdt as if at home, sur- 
rounded by my friends. Though my acquaintances were 
very numerous, I particularly confined my visits to 
three places, Lady Shaftsbury's, Madame Gabriac's, 
and Mrs. ^rd's. . . . For mysdf I am another being. 
Health has new strung my limbs, and endowed me 
with an elasticity of spirits that gilds every scene with 
sunshine and heightens every enjoyment. . . . You see 
I setoff in hig^ glee, though I expect to havea serious 
heartache when I lose sight of Genoa." 

Page 16, line 3 : Migcnta obtcrv: on Jtafy. 
Pierre Jean Grosley's J^ouveaux Mhnoirea . . . 9ur 
P Italic , 1764, was translated into English by Thomas 
Nugent in 1769, under the title, JVWp ObaervoHona on 
Italy. 

Page 24, line 19 : vide Swinlnime 

Henry Swinburne's Travels in the Two Sidliea,! 783-5 . 

Page 26, line 3 : vefoels as theyfiafo. 

After this Irving wrote and struck out "At one end 

there are some fortifications but not garrisoned." 

Page 26, line 17, to page 34, line 25 : fVhile I was 
writing' . . . their comfiany again. 
The encounter with the pirates is described in much 
the same words in a letter to William, quoted in the 
Life and Letters, 
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Page 36, line 15, and page 37, line 17: 9ail» gaily 
before it, and into hU dominions. 
After "it" Irving wrote and crossed out "Never 
have I pafsed this;** after "dominions" he wrote 
and crossed out "The fierce winds are chaind." 

Page 45, line 9 1 formerly termed Cafie Pyhnu 
Now Capo dd Faro. 

Page 46, lines 16-21: But what . . . filaim. 
The quotation, as wdl as that on p. 89, is from Ad- 
dison's Letter from Italy. 

Page 50, line 21: the Schooner JVautiluM 
The ^fautUus was one of Preble's squadron sent in 
1803 to operate against the Barfoary States. His six 
gallant attacks on Tripoli were made during the sum- 
mer and fiEdl of 1804, and resulted in the peace signed 
on June 3, 1805, by the terms of which the tribute 
that European nations had paid ibr centuries and the 
slavery of Christian captives were abolished. 

Page 56^ line 14, to page 57, line 2 : Our conversa- 
tion . . . Babylon. 

These lines are quoted in the Journal, and the biog- 
rapher adds: " Poor Strong ! On his next voyage his 
v^sd was found a floating wreck, but he always lin- 
gered in the mind of his young companion in loving re- 
membrance: and one of the last aUusions to his eariy 
years that he ever made to me recalled the worthy 
commander." 
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Page 57, line 10 : Caft* Dent who ctmmanda 
John Herbert Dent (1782-1823) served as mklsh^- 
man and lieutenant on board the QmatUutiorij and was 
in command of the JS/auUhts and the Scourge during 
the Tripditan War, taking^ part in the attacks on 
Tripoli in 1804. 

Page 69, unes 12, 13 : Prince [blank'] of England 
Richard I of England, with his crusaders, passed six 
months in Messina in 1190. 

Page 71, line 16: an unfortunate rencontre 
In this connection Irving wrote in a letter: *' when so 
&r from home, it is impossible to avoid bdng ex- 
tremdy national." ^ 

Page 75, line 2, to page 76, line 10 : iwo shifia . . . 
thejleet. 

This account of Nelson's fleet is quoted mLife and Let- 
ters, In accordance with Napoleon's resolve to make 
a gigantic effort to combine his whole naval strength, 
the French fleet at Toulon, early in 1805, succeeded 
in getting out of the harbor, but a disastrous gale 
obliged the ships to return to Toulon. 

Page 79, line 1 : W*' Amory of BoBton Lieu^ of 

Marines 

One of the four Amory brothers of Boston. He died 

in 1808, at the age of thirty-ibur. 

Page 79, lines 12, 13: ZiW WboUey of Mw York 
Mdanchthon Taylor Woolsey was sent to Tripoli 
shortly before the close of the Tripolitan War, but 
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was not promoted to the rank of Lieutenant until 
180r. He became &mous in the War of 1812. 

Page 79, line 19, to page 83, line 20, and page 90, 

LINE 16, TO PAGE 92, LINE 17 1 This morning I walked 

, . .the case. 

These accounts of the visits to the Ear of Dionysius 

are quoted, with some omissions, in the Life and 

Letters, 

Page 84, line 20 : in fiofsefsion of Landolini, 
SaverioLandolina, theltalian antiquary (1743-181 3) . 

Page 85, une 23 : The king of JVafiles 
Ferdinand IV, king of Naples and the two Sicilies, 
than whom few sovereigns have left a more odious 
memory. 

Page 97, lines 18-21 : The cloud cafit towers ,. .be- 
hind.'' 
From The Tem/iest, Act IV, Scene 1. 

Page 101, lines 19-27: / had drefsed . . . at the 

moment. 

Quoted in Life and Letters, 

Page 102, lines 2, 3 : 1 took leave of Syracuse 
In the Life and Letters the journey from Syracuse to 
Catania and the visit in the latter place are covered by 
two short quotations from a letter written in Rome, 
the biographer explaming that Irving was so engaged 
that he had to "content himself with a few hurried 
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notes in pencil.*' In reality, tbe blank pages in the 
Journal^ which he evidently intended to fill later from 
his pencilled notes, do not occur until after the long 
description of the visit to the Cathedral at Catania. 

Page 106, line 10 : Megara of the Antienta 
Augusta is thought to have been founded by the neigh- 
boring Zandeans of Hybk, afterwards Megara Hy- 
blaea, which had been settled by colonists from Megara 
in Greece. 

Page 116, lines 12, 13 : They are extremely fierject 
The excellent preservation of these Roman baths at 
Catania (Thermae AchiUeae) is accounted forby didr 
burial under the lava. 

Page 117, lines 17, 18: Museum of the Prince oj 

Biacari9 

Prince Ignazio Biscari (1719-1786) excavated most 

of the ruins discovered at Catania, and formed an 

important private collection of antiquities. 

Page 128, line 12: S^JPhilUfio (TArragone 

San Filippo d'Argiro (the modem Agira) and Ara> 

gona. 

Page 128, line 14, to page 129, line 9 : Arrived at 
village . . . the fleas. 

The story of this adventure was a &vorite with Irv- 
ing. His nephew narrates it at much greater length, 
ending with, "He awoke the next morning, as he 
said to me, 'perfectiy satisfied to be neither robbed 
nor murdered."* 
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Page 133, line 6 : ji gentleman enterd our room in 

masque 

A more detailed description of the ball at Termini, and 

the hospitality experienced there, is given by Pierre 

Irving, who writes that, twenty years later. Washing* 

ton recorded in his note-book a meeting with a cou^ 

of his *' chance acquaintance, the Baron Palmeria." 

Page 134,,line 21 : M^ Amory of Boston 
Nathanid Amory, brother of the naval officer. 

Page 136, lines 5, 6 : church of the [blan/c] convent. 
Probably La Martorana. 

Page 138, line 25 : the lady of General Acton 
Sir John Francis Edward Acton, generalissimo of the 
forces of Ferdinand IV, king of Naples, and later his 
prime minister, had by papal dispensation married 
his niece, Mary Ann Acton, in 1800. He was forced 
at various times to take refuge at Palermo, where he 
died in 1811. 

Page 141, line 13 : 1 embarked aboard a f mall vejael 
In a letter to William he wrote: '* As the time for 
my departure from Palermo approached, I began to 
fed extremdy uneasy. The packet that sails am- 
stantly between that dty and Naples, and is always 
wdl armed, was unfortunatdy undei*going repairs at 
Naples. No alternative offered than to venture across 
in one of the small vessds that carry fruit to the con- 
tinent." 
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Pace 153, unes 10, 11 : M^ Cabell of Virginia and 
Col Mercer 

(See Introduction, pp. xxxiii, xxxiv.) Irving^'s friend- 
ship with Joseph C. CabeU and Cdond John Mercer 
continued after hb return to America. He paid visits 
to both in 1807, at which time Cabell wrote of re- 
ceiving a letter which convinced him that the writer 
was ''still the same Washington Irving whose name 
resounded so long in the valley of the Ticino.*' 

Page 154, lines 8, 9 : Sannazaro . . , founder of the 

building. 

After the French destroyed the villa presented to 

Saimazaro by the emperor in 1498, the poet is said 

to have erected the church of Santa Maria del Parto 

on its site. 

Page 156, line 17: the direction of Caligula, 
This was the old Grotta di Posilipo, closed after the 
new tunnel was bored through in 1882-85. It was 
probably constructed during the rdgn of Augustus, 
rather than that of Caligula. 

Page 163, line 1 : Sir Grenville Thn/ile of Boston 
Son of the surveyor-general of the customs for the 
northern district of America, who became consul gen- 
eral to the United States after the Revolution. 



Page 174, lines 2-19 : We were toiling . . . sacrifice. 
Quoted in Ufe and Letters, 
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